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of election 2020
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The Future of the Democratic Party Is in
Pennsylvania
Why a new liberal-left coalition could be the key to unlocking
America’s rural conservative vote.

Nikil Saval

The Legend of Roy Cooper
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America’s irreconcilable di erences.

Kurt Andersen

THE TICKER THE SOAPBOX APOCALYPSE SOON SOLD SHORT CRITICAL MASS MAGAZINE PODCASTS Events Donate Advertise FAQ Press Jobs Submissions

Subscribe to The New Republic Sign Up for Our Newsletters Terms and Conditions Privacy Policy Cookies Settings Copyright 2023 © The New Republic. All rights reserved.

LATEST THE TICKER THE SOAPBOX APOCALYPSE SOON SOLD SHORT CRITICAL MASS MAGAZINE Donate My Account

Ad Component 970 x 250px

Ad Component 970 x 250px

This series sponsored by Logo hereSeries Sponsor 
Location 1

Unbreaking America
How to fix a country that was already cracking up
before Trump came along

ILLUSTRATION BY JOAN WONG/GETTY (X2)

A Pandemic Dividend for Every American
All citizens deserve a share of the wealth that’s being disbursed
to save the economy from Covid-19’s ravages.
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How to Fix the
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How to Make the
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The climate accord will only
succeed if the Biden
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Workers of the
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The Case for Biden to Muddle Through
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How the president-elect should deal with Trump’s Republican
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Joe Biden Doesn’t Need the
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Broken Immigration System
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Hope to Curb Guns
Everybody hates the ATF. But with Joe
Biden’s help, it could be the engine
behind game-changing firearms
reform.

Joshua Eaton

Labor Power Is the Key to
Racial Equity
The next big American conversation about race should take
place in a union hall.
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About the
Pandemic the Right
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Joe Biden has a
generational opportunity to
restore solidarity in the
citizenry—through words
alone.
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How to Make
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perfect president to restore
America’s standing as a
champion against foreign
corruption.
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End the Cops’
Cannibalization of
Our Budgets
“Defund the police” is not an
austerity measure. It’s a demand
that we put police department
budgets to better use.
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Make Media Small Again
Why consolidation is bad for journalism—and how the
government can fix it
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The Lethal Inequality on American Farms
During the pandemic, a broken system for migrant laborers
turned even more deadly.

Jonah Goldman Kay

The Case for Giving Workers
Ownership Rights
Workplace democracy would have lessened
the damage from this year’s economic crisis
—and could bu er the next one.

Osita Nwanevu

How to Restore the Glory of
Government Science
The CDC and FDA got a black eye in
2020. Here’s how they can earn back
the public’s trust.

Melody Schreiber
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Work Sucks
An exploration of how we work, why we work, and
when we might stop

ILLUSTRATION BY DALBERT VILARINO

In Defense of Doing Nothing
The cultural impetus to hustle is built on decades-old political
language. Why not try idleness instead?

Apoorva Tadepalli

Right to Work on a Hot Planet
Labor and climate campaigners quite literally share a common
enemy. The name often ends in Koch.

Kate Arono

The Essential Worker Strike
Wave
More than 1,000 frontline workers are on strike as the
pandemic rages in New York City. Could this be a flash of
what’s to come?

Luis Feliz Leon

The Age of the
Disappearing Boss
From open o ce plans to
gig work cons and fast-food
franchises, the question of
who’s actually in charge has
been intentionally
obscured.

Marie Solis

Crying at Work Isn’t
the Answer
Rather than focus on
normalizing weeping on the
job, why not just make jobs
suck less?

Colette Shade

My Life Sewing T-
Shirts for 26 Cents
an Hour
You might think I work outside the
U.S., beyond the reach of our labor
laws. You’d be wrong.

Wesley Williams

Unemployment Nation
Stories from the pandemic unemployed,
underemployed, or otherwise put out.

Katie McDonough, Laura Weiss, Luis Feliz Leon

The Presidency Is a Bad Job
A consideration of dirty work, the
people who dream of doing it, and what
it means for everyone else

Blair McClendon

Against Remote Work
After decades of being about to catch on, remote work may have
finally arrived for good. But at what cost to our privacy and
sanity?

The Politics of Everything

The Dream Job That Wasn’t
A lighthouse keeper, a deep-ocean researcher, a park ranger, and
a “Snoozetern” on the pitfalls of “doing what you love.”

Clio Chang

The Tyranny of the Pandemic
O�ce
Why are workers being called back for
nonessential work in the middle of a
pandemic? Because their bosses can get
away with it.

Megan Evershed

The Perpetual
Disappointment of Remote
Work
What the troubled history of
telecommuting tells us about its future

Richard Cooke

The Long Plot to
Escape From
Work
In the face of a nonexistent safety
net and bleak future prospects, the
F.I.R.E movement and other
individualized paths to financial
mastery o er a specific brand of
fantasy.

Katie McDonough

What Happened to the Intern
Revolution?
In the mid-2010s, the unpaid, co ee-fetching masses
appeared to be rising up. But 10 years later, there are few
signs that the entry-level revolt happened at all.

J.C. Pan

You Don’t Have to
Love Your Job
What if workers channeled
their passion into
organizing for better pay
and conditions instead?

Jonathan Malesic

The Beginning of
the End of
Meaningless Work
Ten years out from “The
Problem With Work,” the
theorist Kathi Weeks
considers the current labor
crisis, “essential” jobs, and
post-pandemic futures

Melissa Gira Grant

A Brief Cultural History of Work Sucking
We live in a work-obsessed country that, at least according to the
film and television we binge, hates work more than anything.

Isha Aran

Post-Work Migration and the End of America
Imagine a version of the U.S. that is not a global destabilizer and
coercive magnet for those fleeing that destabilization. Imagine a
world of movement for pleasure.

Felipe De La Hoz

The Artist Isn’t
Dead
Eulogies for the creative class are
premature. Art workers can
organize—and survive.

Robin Kaiser-Schatzlein
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Trump Marks October 7

Anniversary With Vile, Shameless

Comments
Donald Trump has decided to weigh in on the October 7 anniversary,

making disturbing comments about both Jewish people and Palestinians

in Gaza.By Hafiz Rashid

 

TNR Live: The Dangers of Project

2025 and the threat of American

Authoritarianism

In partnership with: Democracy Forward

On Wednesday, October 16, Join The New Republic's Greg Sargent,

Democracy Forward's Sky Perryman, and other top policy minds to

discuss the far-reaching implications of Project 2025 on democracy, the

policy blueprint outlined by ultra-conservatives for the Trump

administration.
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Supreme Court Decides to Let Texas

Women Die
The Supreme Court has let stand a lower court decision barring

emergency abortions in Texas.

By Ellie Quinlan Houghtaling

Ron DeSantis’s Sick Plan for the Next
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The Florida governor knows Hurricane Milton will be disastrous, and he’s

still not budging on voter registration.
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all-inclusive tour of one of the most amazing places in the world.
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Register now

Trump Speech Goes Wildly Off the Rails as

He Compares Himself to a Fly

Donald Trump’s speeches are getting longer, more nonsensical, and

more extreme than ever before.

By Edith Olmsted

Trump’s Biggest Fans Go to War With

Deloitte for Pettiest Reason

MAGA wants revenge after a Deloitte employee dared share JD Vance’s

real thoughts on Donald Trump.

By Paige Oamek

Ron DeSantis Snubs Harris’s Hurricane

Relief Calls for Dumbest Reason

Ron DeSantis has been dodging Kamala Harris’s calls in the wake of

Hurricane Helene.

By Ellie Quinlan Houghtaling

Mike Johnson Shows His True Colors With

Hurricane Victim Response

Donald Trump says Hurricane Helene victims have been abandoned.

He’s blaming the wrong people.

By Ellie Quinlan Houghtaling

Supreme Court Shockingly Sides With Jack

Smith on a January 6 Case

The Supreme Court has told Elon Musk to buzz off.

By Edith Olmsted

ICYMI: Project 2025’s War on

WomenIn partnership with: MSI United States

Revisit this conversation between investigative journalist Nina Burleigh

and a panel of experts about the threats posed to women’s

reproductive rights by Trump’s covert plan to adopt Project 2025 as his

policy road map if he’s elected to a second term.Watch it here
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Item one: Do we love Liz Cheney? Of course

not. But that’s hardly the point. The point is,

can she move votes?

If you know anything about the founding and history of the Republican

Party, the symbolism of Thursday’s event where Liz Cheney appeared

with Kamala Harris had to get your attention. This party that has

descended into antidemocratic neofascism was founded in 1854 as a

progressive beacon. The Whig Party was dissolving and split into anti-

and pro-slavery factions. The Free Soil Party was well intentioned but

small. But when the antislavery Whigs and the Free Soilers got together,

then they had some numbers and some power. Within six years, they

elected not just a president but the most courageous and consequential

president in American history (yes, FDR is a close second in my book).

 
It all started in a schoolhouse in Ripon, Wisconsin, which sits less than a

mile away from where Cheney appeared with Harris. Is Cheney a

"Lincoln Republican"? In one sense, she’s not even close. Lincoln was a

liberal. In addition to ending slavery, he made public universities

possible and created the national railroad system. He levied the country’s

first income tax, to pay for the Civil War. He was way too big-

government for Liz. 

 
But in another sense, yes, she is, because at least she believes in the

union, the republic, and the Constitution. By the benighted current

standards of her party, that earns her a gold star.

 
Do liberals love Liz Cheney? Of course not. Nor should we. She’s a super-

hawkish neocon. She defended torture. There’s a reason she was

ascending the ladder of GOP House leadership in the 2010s. Yes, she had

a pedigree, but also, she was totally fine with everything the GOP stood

for.  
But then Trump happened, and she stood up to say no. That did take

some guts, in that authoritarian party. It unambiguously cost her her

career, as she surely knew it would. And now she’s talking about the

"depraved cruelty" of Donald Trump and endorsing a Democrat. And it’s

not as if Harris promised her anything—that she’d bomb Iran or

whatever. Cheney did this because Harris "will be a president who will

defend the rule of law."

 
Will it matter? I think so, and so does Ben Wikler, the chairman of the

Wisconsin Democratic Party and one of the best state party chairs in the

country. On MSNBC Thursday night, Wikler identified two groups of

voters who might be influenced by this endorsement.

ICYMI: Project 2025’s War on

WomenIn partnership with: MSI United States

Revisit this conversation between investigative journalist Nina Burleigh

and a panel of experts about the threats posed to women’s

reproductive rights by Trump’s covert plan to adopt Project 2025 as his

policy road map if he’s elected to a second term.Watch it here

The first group is low-information uncommitted voters. Wikler used a

great analogy to describe these people. "These are people," he told Jen

Psaki, "who think about politics the way you and I think about the javelin

at the Olympics, which is something that we’re vaguely aware happens

every four years, but it’s not something we’re seeking out." Yes, there are

such people. For these voters, Wikler said, "just hearing that Democrats

and Republicans are all agreeing that Kamala Harris is the person"

might matter.
 

His second group was more interesting. It consists of "highly engaged"

Republicans whose first loyalty is not to Trump but to "the flag and the

Constitution." Cheney’s move shows these people that "you can be

yourself with your conservative commitments" and vote for a Democrat.

 
How many such people are there? A lot. Let’s start with the fact that

Nikki Haley got nearly 4.4 million votes in the primaries. That was 20

percent of the total number of votes cast. Now let’s extrapolate that out

to a November electorate. In 2020, around 155 million people voted.

According to CNN exit polls, 36 percent were Republican, or around 56

million.  
And 20 percent of 56 million—that is, the extrapolated Haley vote—

makes for a potential pool of anti-Trump Republicans of around 11

million. Now, most of them may not bother to vote, or will write in

Ronald Reagan or whomever. But surely Cheney’s backing will help

convince some of them that voting for Harris is all right. And if you

throw in Republican-leaning independents, that pool grows by maybe

another 20 million.

 
If Harris can harvest votes from these people while promising nothing

more than that she isn’t Donald Trump and will defend the Constitution,

why shouldn’t she? I’m for as many Republican endorsements of Harris

as possible. Aside from signaling a green light to Republican voters, it’ll

drive Trump up a wall.

 
The list of Harris’s GOP endorsers is growing. Former Arizona Senator

Jeff Flake joined the band earlier this week. Flake is respected by

independent voters in his state. If he campaigns with Harris, he too

could move votes.

 
Meanwhile, the big questions in this arena: What’s up with Mitt Romney

and George W. Bush? There are others, like former Trump chief of staff

John Kelly. But Romney and Bush are the big fish. What in the world

does either man have to lose? Romney is retiring. Bush paints and golfs.

Both are richer than Croesus. I assume both want desperately to save

their party from Trumpism. Isn’t the obvious best way to do that by

encouraging their fellow Republicans to vote for Harris so they can end

the scourge of Trumpism and get back to being a normal, warmongering,

poor-people-penalizing, planet-scorching party again?

 
But seriously. If they were to back Harris, and Harris wins semi-

convincingly with something like 15 percent of the Republican vote

(around half that is normal), Trump will be finished. Not Trumpism.

That will take a lot longer.

 
People like Romney and Bush should consider their place in history. In

these next few years, the Republican Party will either corrupt itself

beyond repair and crumble into out-and-out fascism, becoming the

vehicle that ended the human race’s longest-lasting democratic

experiment; or it will finally cast that off and begin to resurrect itself. Do

they want to be among those who sat by and let the former happen, or

among those who helped the latter take place? There’s a little

schoolhouse in Ripon, Wisconsin, they might visit for inspiration.
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Explore Cuba!

Join a special group of readers and supporters on a lovingly designed,

all-inclusive tour of one of the most amazing places in the world.

Drawing on The New Republic’s special contacts among local

historians, artists, and chefs, we’ve created a first-class experience that

will immerse you in Cuba’s colorful and unique history, politics, and

culture.

Register now

Item two: I want to see Tim Walz laughing

again

OK, we all know by now that Tim Walz was right about Tim Walz’s

debating ability. He wasn’t very good. But it turned out to be a draw,

according to the polls, so while an opportunity to regain some

momentum for his ticket was missed, a bullet was also dodged.

 
I’d make two further points about the debate. First, you may have

noticed that the postdebate polls all showed Walz winning among

independents. Why? Theory: The main thing liberals didn’t like about

Walz’s performance, that he wasn’t calling out JD Vance’s lies and

throwing punches and was being too Minnesota nice, was probably

precisely the thing that independents liked about his performance.

 
Second, for all the missed opportunities, he did create the debate’s one

lasting moment at the end, when he asked Vance directly, "Did [Trump]

lose the 2020 election?" and Vance replied, "Tim, I’m focused on the

future." That trumped everything else. In 2044, if we still have a country

and news shows are previewing that year’s veep debate, they’ll show

Lloyd Bentsen telling Dan Quayle, "You’re no Jack Kennedy" and James

Stockdale asking, "Who am I, why am I here?"—and Vance ducking that

question. Its place in history is guaranteed.

 
For all that, now that it’s in the rearview mirror, my main point about

Walz is this: I want to see him laughing again. I want to see him smile

and be jocund and impish. That’s the Walz that blue and much of purple

America took a shine to, and that’s the Walz voters need to see more of.

There are two Walzes, Football Coach Tim and Happy Neighbor Tim. For

his convention speech, he went more coach-y. I like the Tim Walz of

these videos with his daughter, Hope:

I feel certain that America agrees with me. It’s also his greatest contrast

to the surly Vance, who returned to his usual snarling attack mode the

day after the debate. I know they say vice presidential nominees don’t

matter, but the contrast between Happy Tim and Nasty JD is striking

enough to seep into some swing voters’ psyches.

 

ICYMI: The Dangers of Project

2025 and Christian Nationalism

In partnership with: Americans United for Separation of Church and State

Revisit this conversation between top legal and policy minds from

Americans United for Separation of Church and State and investigative

journalist Nina Burleigh about the far-reaching implications of Project

2025—the political blueprint outlined by ultraconservatives for the

Trump administration.

Watch it here

Quiz time!

Last week’s quiz: "You say it’s your birthday …" A slightly

different format this week: questions about six famous people born on

September 27.1. This American Founding Father (b. 1722) was an unsuccessful

businessman, including his stint as a purveyor of malt, before

entering politics full-time.

A. John Adams

B. Thomas Yuengling 

C. Josiah Bartlett

D. Samuel Adams

Answer: D, Sam Adams. I mean, I dropped a pretty major hint in the

question, right?
2. Hiram Revels (b. 1827) attained renown as what?

A. The first African American member of Congress, from Mississippi

B. The inventor of the bicycle

C. The editor and publisher of Revels’ Ordinary Almanack, in which

James Fenimore Cooper’s stories were serialized

D. The supervisor of the construction of the Brooklyn Bridge

Answer: A, first Black congressman. And senator, for that matter.

Shouldn’t there be a biopic of this man?

3. Actress Jayne Meadows (b. 1919) was married to what mid–

twentieth century television host?

A. Jack Paar
B. Art Linkletter

C. Steve Allen
D. Joey Bishop

Answer: C, Steve Allen. I feel for you if you didn’t know that basic

fact of twentieth-century pop culture.

4. This 1970s rock guitarist (b. 1943) now takes care of business by

hosting a show on SiriusXM’s Beatles channel with his son Tal.

A. Randy Bachman

B. Dave Mason

C. Danny Kortchmar

D. Chris Spedding

Answer: A, Bachman. Again, I dropped an easy, Jeopardy!-style hint

in the question, referencing Bachman-Turner Overdrive’s greatest

song. Also: I trust you’ve heard his brilliant exegesis of the opening

chord of "A Hard Day’s Night." It’s a beautiful thing. Some people

debate whether the acoustic (Lennon) was playing that Dsus4, as

Randy says, but I am in wholehearted agreement.

5. This ex-NBA star (b. 1965), on a very high-profile stage, recently

invoked November 5 in saying: "That night, we can—in the words of

the great Steph Curry—we can tell Donald Trump, ‘Night, night.’"

A. David Robinson

B. John Stockton

C. Tim Hardaway

D. Steve Kerr
Answer: D, Steve Kerr. If you got only one of these, I sure hope it was

this one.
6. This actress (b. 2002) had a starring role in the recent entry in the

Scream franchise; she’s played Wednesday Addams and opposite the

Foo Fighters in a film; right now, you can see her in Tim Burton’s

worldwide smash Beetlejuice Beetlejuice.

A. Zendaya
B. Jenna Ortega

C. Sabrina Carpenter

D. Millie Bobby Brown

Answer: B, Ortega. To be honest, I’d never heard of her, but I did

know who the other three were.

Subscribers only
"We Gotta Keep the Vibes Up": Two

Pennsylvania Experts Speak

For this Inside Story, two progressive Keystone State activists, J.J.

Abbott and Kadida Kenner, tell editor Michael Tomasky what’s

happening on the ground in the crucial battleground state.

By Michael Tomasky

 

This week’s quiz: "Want fries with that?" A brief history of

American fast food.
1. What was the first fast-food chain in America, opening its maiden

branch in Wichita in 1921?

A. Burger Chef

B. Beefsteak Charlie’s

C. White Castle

D. In-N-Out2. Which fast-food chain used the word "scrumpdillyicious" in its

advertising?A. Howard Johnson’s

B. Baskin-Robbins

C. Dairy Queen

D. Tastee Freez
3. Which was introduced first—McDonald’s Big Mac, or Burger King’s

Whopper?4. According to EatThis.com, which of the following is the fattiest

fast-food sandwich in America, clocking in at an impressive 4,075

calories and 128 grams of fat?

A. Large Pepperoni Pizza Meatball Sub, Firehouse Subs

B. Pretzel Bacon Pub Triple, Wendy’s

C. Big Kahuna Cheese Steak, Jersey Mike’s

D. Triple Baconzilla!, Checkers

5. Match the celebrity or accomplished person to the fast-food chain

where he or she worked.

6. McDonald’s has the greatest number of franchises across the globe,

around 38,000. Which chain is second?

A. KFCB. Subway
C. Pizza Hut

D. Dunkin’ Donuts  

I grew up stuffing myself with this garbage, but I almost never eat it these

days. And it’s not even a matter of self-discipline—it mostly just doesn’t

taste good to me anymore. The one fast-food place I’ll still go, if I trip

across one? Long John Silver’s. Fried fish is one of nature’s miracles.

There are only 540 of them now, concentrated (happily, from my

perspective) in the east-central United States—Pennsylvania, Ohio,

Indiana, Kentucky, and West Virginia, including dear old Morgantown.

And now that I’m looking, I see that there’s one in PG County, not far

from me. I hear it calling. Answers next week. Feedback to

fightingwords@tnr.com.

 
—Michael Tomasky, editor 
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The Boundless Destruction of

Donald Trump’s Mass

Deportation Plan

His solution to the housing crisis is the perfect distillation of Trumpism: It’s

mind-blowingly evil, and it has no hope of working.

By Nicholas Slayton

 

TNR Live: The Dangers of Project

2025 and the threat of American

Authoritarianism

In partnership with: Democracy Forward

On Wednesday, October 16, Join The New Republic's Greg Sargent,

Democracy Forward's Sky Perryman, and other top policy minds to

discuss the far-reaching implications of Project 2025 on democracy, the

policy blueprint outlined by ultra-conservatives for the Trump

administration.

RSVP

America Is So Ready for Kamala Harris

This is no ordinary campaign, but it is exactly the campaign we needed

at this extraordinary historic juncture.

By Kali Holloway

Subscribers only
"We Have Some Building to Do": Aimee

Allison on Turnout

The CEO of She the People tells TNR editor Michael Tomasky about the

women voters of color who are sold on Kamala Harris—and those who

are still looking.
By Michael Tomasky

TNR Travel: Last days to join us in

Cuba

Explore Cuba!

Join a special group of readers and supporters on a lovingly designed,

all-inclusive tour of one of the most amazing places in the world.

Drawing on The New Republic’s special contacts among local

historians, artists, and chefs, we’ve created a first-class experience that

will immerse you in Cuba’s colorful and unique history, politics, and

culture.

Register today

Elon Musk Joins Tucker Carlson and

Makes Vile "Joke" About Harris

Elon Musk is bringing back his dangerous "joke" about Joe Biden and

Kamala Harris.
By Hafiz Rashid

Whatever Happened to "Net-Zero"?

Once, these sorts of corporate pledges were all the rage. Now

companies are starting to admit they weren’t serious.

By Kate Aronoff

How Kamala Harris Is Creating a New

Majoritarian Center

Economic policies that are both broadly popular and broadly beneficial

are defining a new center. It’s Harris’s neoliberal critics who are extreme.

By Nick Hanauer

Emails Reveal BP Gave $550,000 to Group

Fighting Climate Lawsuits

The Manufacturer’s Accountability Project is ubiquitous fighting cities’

and states’ suits against oil companies. Now it’s clear it’s being funded

directly by at least one of those companies.

By Geoff Dembicki

Trump’s Angry, Abusive New Tirade at

"Stupid" Kamala Demands Response

As Trump unleashes a vicious stream of insults at Kamala Harris even

as the media shrugs, a writer who tracks Trump’s misogyny breaks down

how overtly anti-woman his strategy has become.

By The Daily Blast with Greg Sargent

ICYMI: Project 2025’s War on

WomenIn partnership with: MSI United States

Revisit this conversation between investigative journalist Nina Burleigh

and a panel of experts about the threats posed to women’s

reproductive rights by Trump’s covert plan to adopt Project 2025 as his

policy road map if he’s elected to a second term.Watch it here
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The Appalling Attack on Ta-Nehisi

Coates Is a Massive Media Failing

It is not antisemitic to defend Palestinian human rights. And it’s past time

for more American Jews to say so to correct a media that’s lost the

thread.By Meredith Shiner

 

Church-state separation protects

everyone
Sponsored by Americans United for Separation of Church and State

For over 75 years, Americans United for Separation of Church and State has

tirelessly defended your right to live as yourself and believe as you choose.

From protecting LGBTQIA+ rights and marriage equality, to safeguarding

reproductive freedom and our public schools, church-state separation is at

the heart of our most vital freedoms. 

Americans United fights for every individual's freedom to believe as they

choose . . . so long as they don’t harm others.
Join the fight today

Republicans’ Revealing Fetish for A.I.-

Enhanced Trump and Vance Pics

A celebratory postdebate picture, heavily edited to masculinize Vance’s

features, shows how close Republicans come to gender dysphoria and

trans gender theory—without realizing it.

By Gabriel N. Rosenberg

Oops, They Did It Again: The Mainstream

Media Buries Trump’s Outrage

The former president spent the weekend spewing dangerous nonsense

at a rally. The press spent its weekend polishing it into palatability.

By Michael Tomasky

 

TNR Live: The Dangers of Project

2025 and the threat of American

Authoritarianism

In partnership with: Democracy Forward

Join The New Republic's Greg Sargent, Democracy Forward's Sky

Perryman, and other top policy minds to discuss the far-reaching

implications of Project 2025 on democracy, the policy blueprint outlined

by ultra-conservatives for the Trump administration.RSVP

The Bankrupt Catholicism of JD Vance

Through a lifetime of reinvention, the vice presidential nominee came to

embrace the meanest and most historically destructive aspects of his

chosen faith.
By Dana Vachon

The Most Powerful Crypto Bro in

Washington Has Very Weird Beliefs

Coinbase CEO Brian Armstrong says the U.S. is in "decline" and

embraces a cultish tech movement to build "network" societies beyond

the reach of nation-states—and he’s got Congress eating out of his

hand.By Gil Duran

Take Trump’s Plan to Jail the Supreme

Court’s Critics Seriously

The right to criticize the powerful is a cornerstone of democracy. In

Trump’s America, it’s cause for a prison sentence.

By Jay Willis

The Democrats’ Shameful, Foolish

Surrender on Immigration

Kamala Harris apparently believes—wrongly—that she has no influence

on anti-immigrant sentiment in America, because she has effectively

capitulated to MAGA messaging.

By Felipe De La Hoz

 

TNR Travel: New December Dates

Added

Explore Cuba!

Join a special group of readers and supporters on a lovingly designed,

all-inclusive tour of one of the most amazing places in the world.

Drawing on The New Republic’s special contacts among local

historians, artists, and chefs, we’ve created a first-class experience that

will immerse you in Cuba’s colorful and unique history, politics, and

culture.

Register now

Jack Smith Exposed the Insanity of the

Supreme Court’s Immunity Ruling

His latest brief in the January 6 case inadvertently suggests how a future

President Trump could cling to power through "official" acts.

By Holly Brewer

JD Vance Accidentally Reveals the Darkest

Truth About Trump of All

It’s not just what Vance would have done for Trump on January 6. It’s

what he’ll do for him in a second term that’s far scarier.

By Greg Sargent

ICYMI: Project 2025’s War on

WomenIn partnership with: MSI United States

Revisit this conversation between investigative journalist Nina Burleigh

and a panel of experts about the threats posed to women’s

reproductive rights by Trump’s covert plan to adopt Project 2025 as his

policy road map if he’s elected to a second term.Watch it here
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Good News
Bad News

Robert A. Di Ieso <rdiieso@tnr.com>

Taylor Swift’s got nothing on Pope Francis

1 messageHeather Souvaine Horn <hello@tnr.com>

Wed, Nov 29, 2023 at 3:33 PM

Reply-To: Heather Souvaine Horn <hello@tnr.com>

To: rdiieso@tnr.com

A weekly reckoning with our 

overheating planet—and the fight to save it 

 Buda Mendes/TAS23/Getty Images

I was disappointed when news broke Tuesday that Pope Francis was

canceling his appearance at the U.N. climate conference this week due

to illness. First, because I wanted to hear what he might say; the

Vatican’s prior climate communications have been pretty spicy, and his

insistence Sunday that he would fly to Dubai for the conference—

intravenous antibiotics or no—seemed to suggest the pontiff might open

up a nice big can of liberation theology on COP28’s fossil fuel shills. And

second, because I was really hoping to write a newsletter about the

pope showing Taylor Swift how it’s done.

 
Swift has been criticized both for her relative political timidity and her

personal carbon footprint. In 2022, she received the top spot on a list of

“Celebs With the Worst Private Jet CO2 Emissions.” Then, on Friday,

November 17, 23-year-old Ana Clara Benevides collapsed at a Swift

concert in Rio de Janeiro, during a heat wave that shattered all-time

records for Brazil and contributed to a brief first-ever rise in average

global surface temperatures by more than two degrees Celsius (3.6

degrees Fahrenheit) above preindustrial levels. Benevides died later that

day at the hospital.

 
“What does Taylor Swift owe the planet?” Emily Atkin and Arielle

Samuelson asked in the Heated newsletter. The star posted a message

to Instagram on Saturday, the day after Benevides’s death, explaining

that that evening’s show had been postponed to keep “fans, fellow

performers, and crew” safe. It did not mention the broader context of this

extreme heat. And as Atkin and Samuelson persuasively argued, it

probably should have.

“Extreme heat experts say Taylor Swift’s deadly concert and the Earth’s

grim temperature milestone are in fact part of the same narrative,” Atkin

and Samuelson wrote. “They each illustrate the consequences of

ignoring scientists’ warnings about the deadly risks of climate change.”

Not only do pop stars need to start factoring extreme heat into their tour

plans ahead of time, but it’s increasingly clear that Swift has tremendous

cultural power and ability to shift political opinion. “At some point,”

climate writer and Swift fan Jeff Goodell told Atkin and Samuelson, “if

she wants to be a force for good in the world, she needs to use her voice

at moments like this.”

 
Of course, there’s a reasonable case to be made that Benevides’s death

would have been a tough time for Taylor Swift to talk about climate

change: Would it have come across as deflecting from the fact that the

fan died at her concert? Would it have come across as hypocritical given

her own oversize carbon footprint?

 
At the same time, Swift is a savvy communicator, and there are ways to

navigate these potholes that could make her potential leadership on

climate change more compelling, rather than less—especially since this

isn’t about her emissions just as a pop star with a private plane but as

the head of a massive international business. As a blueprint, imagine

something like this:
All of us working within organizations, businesses, and governments

need to think about how to adapt our processes to keep people safe

in this new normal. So last night I asked the managing staff of the

Eras tour to start coming up with a plan to address extreme heat and

other weather events at our concerts, in order to keep both fans and

staff safe as these once-unthinkable weather events become more

common. 
 

I’ve also been thinking about modifications I can make to reduce the

emissions contributing to the problem. Going forward, I will be

reviewing how both I and the Eras tour conduct business so that we

can align our actions and the example we set with our values. I don’t

know yet what that will look like. But I know we’re all up against a very

scary problem right now, and I want to be part of the solution. 

Pope Francis offers an interesting point of contrast here. He too risks

losing fans when he gets political. In fact, instead of risking album or

concert sales, he risks the unity of the Catholic Church, which is central

to his mission and legacy. (Taylor Swift’s legacy as a top-selling pop star,

I would argue, is already cemented.) He too travels with an entourage,

albeit on a chartered plane rather than a private jet. 

 
Yet Francis clearly thinks it’s worth speaking out about climate change.

He seems to believe we’re at a crucial moment where those who have

the power to speak publicly have a moral duty to do so.

 
So anyway, I was putting the finishing touches on this inspiring example

when news of his trip cancellation broke. The pope has a very good

excuse: He is quite sick, in addition to being nearly 87 years old and

missing part of his lung from a teenage illness. 

 
But the trip cancellation further lowers expectations that were already

abysmally low for this summit. Joe Biden is missing the gathering for the

first time of his presidency; his administration recently held the first of

several oil and drilling rights sales that will proceed while COP28 is

underway. Internal documents from the United Arab Emirates, reported

this week by The New York Times, show that COP28 president (and

head of the state-owned oil company) Sultan Al Jaber plans to use the

conference to bolster oil and gas deals for the UAE. A different set of

documents leaked to The Guardian shows that the meat industry intends

to use the summit to promote the idea that meat is good for the

environment (it isn’t—not even close).

 
The pope wasn’t going to single-handedly turn this pablum-and-

disinformation factory of a conference into a productive meeting. But a

voice like his—the papacy has traditionally been an “establishment”

position perceived as speaking from the global north—calling bullshit on

rich nations and their corporations would, at the very least, have been a

refreshing break with COP tradition. The pope still believes a pulpit can

be used to sound the alarm, shift the culture just a fraction of an inch,

and make political change more likely. Imagine what it might look like if

more global figures with a pulpit—like Taylor Swift—believed similarly.

—Heather Souvaine Horn, deputy editor

Programs designed to help coal workers transition to good jobs that are

more sustainable are getting a fresh infusion of cash, the Energy

Department announced this week.

It’s looking like 2023 may be the first year when average global

temperatures rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius above preindustrial

temperatures. This was the original limit set in the Paris Agreement, the

level of warming countries would strive to keep the world below. A single

year beyond 1.5 degrees, a new Vox piece points out, doesn’t mean that

limit has been crossed definitively. But it’s a milestone that many will

rightly interpret as an urgent call to action.

Stat of the Week
That’s how much crude oil the United States is on track to produce by

the end of the year—“more than double what was produced a decade

ago,” The Guardian points out—as the country’s representatives head to

the U.N. climate conference this week. The U.S. is set to break records

for both oil and gas production.
Elsewhere in the Ecosystem

The libertarian developer looming over West Maui’s water conflict

Invasive grasses like the ones growing on land belonging to Christian real

estate developer Peter Martin may have played a role in Maui’s recent,

devastating wildfires. Amazingly, that’s not the most striking detail in this

piece, which explores the battle between Martin and Native Hawaiians

like Ku’uleialoha Palakiko, as the latter fight to maintain access to water

while Martin’s developments drain the land dry. Who knows why people

like Martin talk to reporters if they can’t refrain from ridiculous statements

like, “I’m not comparing these people to Hitler; I’m just saying.…” But talk

he did. And the results are something else.

Martin says he didn’t set out to make Launiupoko a luxury

development, but that its value spiked after Maui County imposed

rules that limited large-scale residential development on agricultural

land. Martin’s development was grandfathered in under those

restrictions, and demand for large homes drove up prices in the area.

He says criticism of swimming pools and landscaped driveways is

rooted in envy. 

 
“People come over and make their land beautiful by using water,” he

said. 
Martin also maintains that there’s more than enough water for

everyone, but that doesn’t seem to be the case. Annual precipitation

around Lāhainā declined by about 10 percent between 1990 and 2009,

drying out the streams near Launiupoko, and now Martin sometimes

can’t provide water to all his customers during dry periods.

Grist | Anita Hofschneider and Jake Bittle
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How Antony Blinken Said No

to Saving Countless Lives in

Gaza
The secretary of state overruled his own experts,

allowing bombs to continue to flow to Israel. How

many more people would be alive today if he

hadn’t?by Yousef MunayyerHow the Republican War on
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RightsMost women vote Democratic. And most still

change their name when they marry. And that’s
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by Thom Hartmann

Shop Books

Reviewed in TNR

and Authored by

Our Writers
Shop now

View in browser

A weekly accounting of the rogues and scoundrels of America

     House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries  Tom Williams/Getty

This week, members of both houses of Congress came together, in

bipartisan fashion, to accomplish the one thing they’ve been consistently

excellent at in recent years: giving one another long vacations away from

Washington. This time, lawmakers will adjourn knowing that by their

mid-November return, they will resume their duties in a much-changed

world: Either former President Donald Trump will have been reelected

or former President Donald Trump will be conspiring with Republicans

to overturn Vice President Kamala Harris’s election.

 
The extent to which this all might weigh heavily on the minds of Harris’s

congressional allies is not something that I know for certain. That said, it

is conspicuous enough that House Democrats spent part of their last

week staging a hearing on Project 2025, the elaborate manifesto that

purports to be Trump’s second-term agenda, which the former president

has, in unconvincing fashion, attempted to disavow. It’s not hard to see

why: Democrats successfully pushed Project 2025 into the zeitgeist and

poisoned public opinion against it. 

 

Next week: Project 2025’s War

on Women
In partnership with: MSI United States

Join us on Wednesday, October 2, as investigative journalist Nina

Burleigh talks with a panel of experts about the threats posed to

women’s reproductive rights by Trump’s covert plan to adopt Project

2025 as his policy road map if he’s elected to a second term.

RSVP

All of which might raise the question: Why fight a war you’ve already

won? Well, sometimes you just gotta play the hits, I suppose. While

Democrats weren’t exactly breaking new ground in their presentation

(which paid substantial homage to the multimedia gloss used by the

January 6 select committee), TNR’s Grace Segers took note of a new

trick that Democrats pulled from their sleeve during the hearing: an

effort to "put human faces to what they saw as the most objectionable of

Project 2025’s proposals."

The presentation on Tuesday included testimony from a woman who

needed to travel out of her home state of Wisconsin to obtain an

abortion, an autoworker from Michigan who spoke about the

agenda’s anti-union provisions, and a Virginia woman who relies on

Medicare to obtain insulin. It focused specifically on abortion, the

economy, and Social Security and Medicare access—topics that are

among the most important for American voters.

For a party that I think too often gets caught in the weeds of airy

principles and highfalutin paeans to Washington norms, I think this is a

welcome shift in tactics. It’s a good sign that Democrats are following an

instinct to put flesh and blood on the bones of their case against Trump

and to tell real-life stories about the potential mayhem of a future Trump

presidency. (TNR contributor Nina Burleigh recently hosted a panel

discussion devoted to these insidious plans.) It’s rhetoric that fits

Harris’s prosecutorial skills, and it fills in an important blank space: If

the next few weeks of this campaign are to be a prosecution of Trump,

that case will need plaintiffs—the realer the better.

 
It’s an auspicious time for such storytelling, as it seems that stories of the

real people harmed by the GOP’s designs have recently blossomed across

the news cycle. Last week, ProPublica’s Kavitha Surana named two

women who lost their lives due to Georgia’s abortion ban. Harris

immediately made avenging their deaths part of her campaign. "This is

exactly what we feared when Roe was struck down," she told reporters.

 
Harris has established firm footing on the issue of reproductive rights.

Like the attention given to Project 2025, hers is the more popular

position, and she’d be well advised to keep finding stories to tell about

the dangers of the post-Dobbs world. That said, I’ve argued that the

campaign needs to expand its palette to include other patches of what

should be favorable terrain, such as Trump’s plan to purge the federal

workforce and restore a corrupt spoils system, and the Supreme Court’s

attack on liberal governance by gutting Chevron deference in Loper

Bright Enterprises v. Raimondo, without which most of the policies

Harris might propose in office won’t survive.

 
As it happens, reporters have lately endeavored to put some human faces

on these complicated matters as well. Over at The Washington Post,

author Michael Lewis has been turned loose to curate a series of stories

on the men and women of the federal workforce, which Trump wants to

transform into an instrument of his revenge and self-enrichment. As

TNR’s Tim Noah notes, this is a welcome shift from a paper that’s too

often given the civil service short shrift. Meanwhile, over at ProPublica,

Eli Sanders draws back the curtain on the people who’ve already been

harmed by the Loper Bright decision, confirming the fears of the

dissenting Justice Elena Kagan, who warned that the ruling would lead

to "large scale disruption." 

 
This might be the most critical time for Harris and her allies to make use

of this considerable fodder and start weaving stories of the people who

stand to lose in a second Trump term. Stories that come attached to

human faces are more potent and palatable to the media than those

attached to intangible arguments about norms and principles: The lives

of actual people are more easily transformed into the controversy and

conflict that the political press craves. (It’s for this reason that it’s

maddening that the Harris campaign hasn’t made a stirring defense of

the Haitian community who have so recently borne the brunt of Trump’s

attacks, and who live as a febrile example of what his mass deportation

plan will be like. This is something that Harris should correct with all

due haste.)
 

I still think that Harris and her fellow Democrats shouldn’t skimp on

another rhetorical priority: looking toward the future for which she’ll

ostensibly be fighting if elected; this too can be decorated with human

faces. And with Congress out, it’s hard to know what platform these

important allies will use to mount a case in the media. But it’s nice to see

Democrats develop a taste for the kind of storytelling on display at this

week’s Project 2025 hearings. There’s magic in having a bit of the old

human touch. This election won’t be won with white papers, websites, or

wonkery. Victory in November will be claimed by whoever makes the

best use of stark moral tones and the real-live stakes faced by real-live

people. It will be won by whoever best manifests the joy of helping our

neighbors, the satisfaction of crushing their enemies.

—Jason Linkins, deputy editor

 

Politics Must-Reads

This week, Yousef Munayyer tugs into the disgraceful revelation that the

Biden administration kept weapons flowing to Israel despite the fact that

it’d prevented food and aid from getting into Gaza, which was, by law, a

deal-breaker. Susan Rinkunas explores another effect of the Dobbs

ruling: Abortion funds are having to strategize their way around the cash

shortfalls of the campaign season. David Cay Johnson examines the

impacts that Trump’s proposed tariffs would have on the economy

(spoiler alert: They’re bad). Melissa Gira Grant delves into the rhetorical

shift that the Harris campaign is making on immigration, and why it’s

further proof that this battle is being fought on Trump’s terms. Casey

Michel relates the curious case of Sue Mi Terry, corrupted foreign agent

par excellence. Martin Skladany traces the thread between robust

abortion protections and functioning democracies. And Thom Hartmann

spins a yarn about the real-life Succession story playing out in a Reno

courtroom that might determine the future of Fox News.

 

ICYMI: The Dangers of Project

2025 and Christian Nationalism

In partnership with: Americans United for Separation of Church and State

Revisit this conversation between top legal and policy minds from

Americans United for Separation of Church and State and investigative

journalist Nina Burleigh about the far-reaching implications of Project

2025—the political blueprint outlined by ultraconservatives for the

Trump administration.

Watch now
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