Minutes
Meeting of the EU Framework to promote, protect and monitor
the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) with the European Network of National Human Rights Institutions (ENNHRI)

17 February 2025, 16:00-17:30 CEST
(hybrid meeting)

1. Welcome and opening
Attendees: European Ombudsman (EO), EU Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA), European Parliament (EP), European Disability Forum (EDF). 
2. Approval of the agenda
The agenda was approved. 
3. Introduction of the newly appointed FRA Director Sirpa Rautio
. Due to her background as director of a national human rights institution with a CRPD mandate, the Director noted that she has a level of familiarity with the CRPD and how it is monitored. The Director noted that the review of the EU by the CRPD Committee in March comes at an opportune time, allowing all member of the Framework to  reflect upon the work of the new European Commission and on how to work in a complementary fashion. In its section of the joint submission, FRA provided its opinion on the composition and functioning of any mechanism monitoring the implementation of the CRPD at EU level. FRA also used the submission to make a substantive contribution, highlighting gaps in the protection of rights of persons with disabilities, which have come to light through FRA research, for example,  the current research project on violence and abuse in institutions which investigates the protection of rights of those living in institutions. The early findings of the research are grim. The first results will be published at the end of the 2025. The Director stressed FRA’s work in providing data but also facilitating outreach and partnerships permitting greater impact, including at national level.  FRA Director also noted that she is looking forward to working closely with the  new European Ombudswoman, when she takes up her role. Regarding the current composition of the Framework, the Director noted some concerns about the current functioning of the Framework; she is looking forward to receiving the CRPD Committee’s concluding observations on this issue in particular.  
The EP highlighted that the European Commission is proposing several reports linked to the CRDP, with the latest information being a working paper. The Parliament also highlighted the dropping of the Anti-discrimination directive from the European Commission’s Work Programme. The EP introduced the disability network - a network where all relevant committees are gathering three times per year to push what is relevant as members of the European Parliament (MEPs). In its first meeting the network discussed the Multiannual financial framework (MFF). Important topics for the network are the CRPD Committee’s review of the EU in Geneva and the meeting of Conference of the States Parties (COSP) in June which the EP will attend in their parliamentary function.
4. Debate on the composition of the Framework 
The EP asked FRA’s Director for clarification concerning FRA’s submission to the CRPD Committee on the role of the EP in the EU Framework. The Director emphasised that the submission spoke to the EU Framework and whether it was working; it did not single out the EP itself or any other member. The fact that the European Commission is not part of the EU Framework is seen as an advancement, but it is important to see what the CRPD Committee will say about the composition of the EU Framework. The Director noted that the legislative basis for the EU Framework and the question of resources are unclear; only when such clarity is received can the Framework do its job as intended. According to FRA’s legal opinion of 2016, there is a need for more complementary as well as a clear framework where the issue of resources is also addressed. On this latter point, the Director noted that, while  the number of tasks given by the Commission to FRA continue to increase, this has not been matched with any increase in resources. This is true across the Agency, but in relation to disability in particular, this means that it is impossible to have more than one person focusing on the EU Framework, and even that one person does this task in a part-time capacity. The question of resources for data collection and partnerships needs to be addressed. FRA is looking forward to seeing what the CRPD Committee and the studies by the European Commission will conclude in this regard.
The EP agreed that the role of the EU Framework and the powers of the EP need to be clearer. The lack of time and capacity remains an issue. 
The EDF stressed that they are still waiting for the European Commission’s study on the functioning the EU Framework. The EDF is carrying out research on good practices at national level for monitoring of CRPD which could help devise the new framework. The EDF stressed their appreciation for the role of the EP in the monitoring of the CRPD – as well as in their studies. However, the role of the EP as framework member should be reconsidered mainly due to the political character of the institution, which brings constraints on working efficiently. The EDF proposed to consider alternative models for the EP to be involved, in the good interest of the EU Framework.  
The EO agreed on the fact that the review is a good opportunity as the CRPD Committee will also investigate the EU Framework. The EO stressed that having bigger committees- as for instance the disability network- results in difficulties to take decisions. Since the new Ombudswoman has not taken up her office yet, it was not possible to have a clear decision on the role of the EP in the EU Framework. 
The EO agreed on the fact that the review is a good opportunity as the CRPD Committee will also consider the EU Framework’ composition. The EO stressed that having three EP committees as members of the Framework may result in coordination difficulties for the Framework. Since the new Ombudswoman has not taken up her office yet, it was not yet possible to have a clear position on the composition of the EU Framework.  
The EP noted that it had not been possible to have a finalised opinion during the meeting on this point and called for further debates on this topic to take place in each of the three single committees (LIBE, EMPL and PETI).  
5. Preparing for the CRPD Committee review of the European Union
The CRPD Committee has not set yet a clear agenda. The CRPD Secretariat informed FRA that the EU Framework needs to inform the Committee of the order and duration of interventions of the EU Framework members during the private briefings on 10 March and during the public debate on 11-12 March 2025. The CRPD Secretariat will decide how many minutes to assign to each member for their interventions. As there are 12 speakers registered for the private briefings on 10 March 2025, the time allocated to each member will probably be very short.
EDF noted that on 10 March a private meeting starts at 11:30 with civil society organisations (CSOs) who published alternative reports and the EU Framework members. The Chair will give the floor to 12 organisations who will give a short statement. Afterwards, the CRPD Committee’s members will ask questions. On 11 March at 15:00, the meeting with the CRPD Committee will be public and livestreamed. This meeting will be opened by the EU Framework members. The meeting will close on 12 March afternoon between 17:30 and 18:00, with closing remarks from CRPD Committee. EDF will only participate in the private briefings, as they cannot take part in the public debate. 
The EU Framework members agreed that they will all make a statement during the private briefings on 10 March. The EP and EO will make an opening statement during the public debate on 11 March and FRA will make a closing statement on 12 March.
6. AOB
Proposals for dates and topics for the next meeting are open. The EP emphasises that it would make sense for this meeting to take place before the summer break.
