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Note to Contributors

The Journal of Home Economics Research(JHER) is a scholarly anq -
disciplinary research publication. Manuscripts to be considereq s
publication must be found very useful to both scholars and practitiones in
Home Economics and related fields.

Articles which should be typed in double spacing, should not exceed 10-15
quarto pages including references and abstracts using MS word 2003 format,
The title and institutional affiliation of the author, and an abstract of not
more than 120 words should precede the title.

Manuscript under consideration by other journals must not be submitted.

. Empirical reports mustbe written under the following distinctive headings:

(i) Introduction - with Background of study: Statement of problem,
Significance of study and appropriate literature built in.

(i) Objectives/Purposes/ Research Questions/ Hypothesis.

(iii) Methodology - This should contain the following distinctive sub-

headings: (a)Population, (b) Sample, (c) Instrument, (d) Data collection and
analysis techniques

(iv) Findings and Discussion.
(v) Conclusion.
(vi) References.
Non-empirical reports must have:
(i) Introduction - that shows clearly the focus of the article.
(ii) Main body - under distinctive headings that could have been reflected
in the .introduction. Tables must be done using the MS Word table format.
(iii) Conclusion with appropriate recommendations where necessary.
(iv) References.
Literature must be relevant, rich and current. References should be
according to the American Psychological Association (APA).
Manuscript must be submitted in Triplicate with a non-refundable peer-
review fee of two thousand Naira (42000.00), to:
The Editorial Board,
c/ o Professor Elizabeth. U, Anyakoha,
Department of Vocational Education,
University of Nigeria, Nsukka.
and on-line to admin@heran.org
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WORILD CLASS RECOGNITION

he Editor-in-Chief is pleased to announce that the Journal of Home
Economics Research (JHER) has been awarded international recognition
by Thomson Reuters of Philadelphia, USA. This means that JHER has
been slated for coverage in Thomson Reuters Products and Custom
Information Services. Beginning with Volume 9,2008, JH ER will be indexed and
abstracted in Social Scisearch and Journal Citation Reports/Social Sciences Edition.
It is hoped that in the future JHER will be evaluated and included in additional
Thomson Reuters products and information services to meet the needs of the
scientific and scholarly research community. The good news was cgnveyed to
the Editor-in-chief, Professor Elizabeth U. Anyakohaby Marian Hollingswor th,

;- i : . ER
Director, Publisher Relations. This international recognition means that JH
is by every standard of consideration a world class journal

Tht’]ournal of Home Economics

Research is indexed and abstrac i:" ;i
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Development of

Soft Toy Patterns for Children in

Anambra State.

Bob-Eze, N.N.
Nwafor Orizu College of Education
Nsugbe.
and

Eboh, B.C.
University of Nigeria, Nsukka

Abstract

This study focused on developed and validated soft toy patterns for
children in Anambra State. The design of the study was Research and
Development (R/D). A sample of 379 subjects was drawn from 1,514
teachers that are mothers in government approved private nursery
schools in the state. Sampling techniques used were purp osive sampling
and simple random sampling. Instruments used to collect data are toiles
sewn from patterns drafted and assessment criteria charts for safety and
shape. Pattern pieces were drafted for five soft toys. The patterns were
transferred to fresh paper and pattern instructions were marked on all
the pattern pieces. These pattern pieces were used to cut the five soft
toys. The toys were assembled and teachers assessed them for safety
and shape. Teachers rated the different variables for the soft toys.
Recommendations were made based on the findings of the study.

Introduction

“Toy is an object that is intended for
play and whose main purpose is to
provide fun and amusement. Toys
play important roles in education of
the child. They are fun and help
children tolearn about themselves, the
environment and the people around
them (National Literacy Trust 2005).
Ar}yanwu (2004) observed that
children have general tendency to
play, therefore suggested that child-

176

care-givers should provide them with
toys and other materials which they
can manipulate and play with.

On the other hand, the national
policy on education (Federal Govt-?
Nigeria, 2004), recognized the
importance of toys, hence on¢ Qf thz
objectives of pre-primary educ"‘t_‘?nl
to inculcate in the child the 5P ¢ Oe
inquiry and creativity throug
exploration of nature and t
environment. Toys come in

Jocdl
ifferet”
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and colours. They can
sed as hard and soft
also iy ding to Hornby (2003), soft
de into ashape, including
an animal, using fabric

d with a soft substance.
are used in making soft toys.
fﬁfﬁz Iloeje (2003), defined pattern
a‘; iece of paper drafted anq cut to
size and shape, used for cutting out
fabric pieces for making dresses as
well as other articles. Soft toy pattern
is developed from basic pattern,
which is the starting point for pattern
drafting.

Safety, according to Hornby (2003)
refers to the state of being safe and
protected from danger and harm. Safe
toys, therefore refer to toys children
canuseespecially during play without
the risk of injury. United States
consumer Protection Safety
Commission (1998), and Lichtenstein
(2004) are in agreement that safe toys
should have the following
characteristics:

B Well constructed to withstand the
use and abuses of children in the
age range, for which the toy is
appropriate.

® No shock of thermal hazards in

electrical toys

No toxic material in or on toys

No sharp point on toys

No small parts to be lodged in the

throat, ear or nose

No glass or brittle plastic

and hands.,
No long strings etc.

JHER Vol. 14, 2011

No parts to entrap fingers, toes

Common sense may be the most
important preventive measures
regarding the safety of toys.
According to Dike (2007), parents and
teachers should be acknowledgeable
about the toys and playthings children
are playing with. If toys show signs of
wear or have broken parts, they
should be discarded.

Toys are intrinsically linked with
play. In other words, they are the
main materials for play and used for
children. According to National
Literacy Trust (2005), a child’s
development during the first five
years is more dependent upon the
available play materials than at any
other age. Myoungson (2002), noted
that most materials influence
children’s development positively.
The use of toys in play helps children
develop physically, socially,
intellectually and creatively (Dike
2007). Davis (2001) observed that a
young child uses objects in his or her
physical environment as tools to
accomplish activities, and the use of
tools as mediators of activity is linked
ultimately to the child’s intellectual
development and learning. He
maintained that toys are the most
common tools available during
infancy and the early childhood
period. Very early in development,
toys dominate children’s daily
activities and play critical role in
helping them construct meaning from
their every day experiences.

=" Play is described by the Nation

177
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he WOrk Of a
(2000) saw

a natural acti
i1d. Play provides many
ortunities for children to learn and
physically, menta!ly an'd
iressed that if play is
k then toys are the
child’s tools. Play has an undeniable
influence of every aspects of a child’s
development. Play is pleasurable
activity that is engaged in for its own
sake (Santrock 2003). It is one of those
Activities children engaged in as they

ow and develop. It is essential to a
child’s health and contributes to the
domain of development. Through
play, the child’s sense are stimulated
and they learn how to use their
muscles, coordinate sight with
movement, gain mastery over their
bodies and acquire new skills,
(Feldman, 2000). Play increases
affiliation with peers, releases tension,
advances cognitive development, and
stimulates exploration. Play develops
individual’s thinking and ability to
take risk and it helps children to
practice the roles they will assume
later in life. Through play, children
satisfy their exploratory drive by
aC?Illg as almeans whereby they can
iy oglor 1 sk ou vew
children learn new r’oles, édr;;aty(;
situations, cope with emotions, and

understand oth 1o
Uil erpeoples’ viewpoints

Drafted pattern i
n is the t th
ssmaker makes using th};p(;)od;

opp
grow
socially. They S
the child’s wor

drg
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measurements for mass prqq
for specific individuals, Ty on
different methods of differen, " a
drafting. The methodsas g entif'a ten,
Igbo and Iloeje (2003) are:- edby
m The modeling or drafting mef
m  The knock-off design methyy

m Modifying from a set

m The computer-aided desig

method and
m The flat pattern method

Much equipment are necessary fo
carrying out soft toys pattern drafting
According to Peake (2000), suc
equipment includes: Pliers (snip
nosed or ‘electricians’ pliers, stuffing
tools, paper, card, pencils, pins
needles, glue, fabrics, fur fabrics, felt,
fleece, velour, calico, stockinette,
cotton and cotton lawn, interfacing,
threafs and fillings.

If Nigerian children are to benefit
from the use of soft toys, thereis need
for locally produced patterns s that
parents, teachers, tailors/ seamstress
can utilize them for soft
production. Based on these, thert is
need to develop patterns for making
soft toys.

Purpose of the Study The maj°"
purpose of the study was to develof
patterns for soft toys. Specificall)’: the
study:

w developed different soft tof
Eattems for children.
™ “true”  the developed Patteﬂ1
pieces,
'eCCS

® validated the toy patternt p?

JHER Vol. 14, 2011
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i

ative to safety of the

~d rel
e ape of the toys.

childl'cn and sh

lo
y:.t,-ho,do(} thgcy study This is a research
S

and Jevelopment stludy (Rt & 1211
Res carch and Development 15 4
industry—based development modelin
hich the findings of research are
. design new products and
which then are
S stematically field-tested, evaluated
and refined until they meet specified
criteria for effectiveness, quality, or
similar standards (Gall, Gall, and Borg
2007). The steps adopted in carrying
out the study are as follows:
s Developing Soft toys measurement
chart that were used to collect data.
x Actual taking of measurement of
the soft toys for soft toy making.
¥ Drafting of block soft toy patterns

(for Dog, Fish, Rabbit, Mouse and

Lion).
¥ Constructing the different
identified soft toys.

M Field-testing for safety and shape of
the block patterns drafted.

¥ Correcting and transferring the
correct pattern on fresh paper.

Area of the study The study was
carried out in Anambra State. The
feopulation_ for the study constituted
: achers in all the government
PProved private nursery schools in
g::bra State who are mothers.
eacherasre- 1,514 such nursery school
Anambm the area of the study
ra State Ministry of

JHER Vol. 14,2011

Education).

Sample for the study Purposive
sampling technique was adopted in
selecting teachers who are mothers
from the six educational zones in the
state. Namely: Aguata, Awka, Nnewi,
Ogidi, Onitsha and Otuocha zones.
Random sampling was used to select
12 schools from Aguata zone, 15
schools from Awka zones, 24 schools
from Nnewi zone, 25 schools from
Ogidi zone, 33 schools from Onitsha
zone and 2 schools from Otuocha zone
given a total sample size of 379
subjects.

Instrument for data collection Two
types of instruments were developed
for data collection — toiles constructed
from drafted soft toys for children and
assessment criteria chart for
respondents. The instrument were
face validated by three clothing
experts from University of Nigeria,
Nsukka. The instruments were
subjected to trial testing using teachers
that are mothers in one nursery school
in the area of the study but not
involved in the study. The scores were
subjected to Cronbach Alpha method
of testing internal consistency. The
inter-item correlation was 0.85. These
index.in reasonably high enough to
consider the instrument reliable.
Method of data collection This
involved drafting, cutting out,
assembling the patterns, evaluating
the safety and shape, correcting and
producing final pattern pieces.
Method of data analysis The soft toy
toiles were validated by the

179

(& CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

s T e
o =
SR
e

|

f the
respondents. 'ljhe . 11111622505(;111@1@ Findings of th?‘ S(til‘ldy
evaluators SCOle. used. This chart The 'followmg H1CIMES Were Madp.
criteria chart wf 1frongl}’ A Agge W ENAROnioyp asieIng Ware draffy
have 5 options 0 ;isagl’ee’ 2, strongly fqr Dog, Fish, Rabbit, Moy, n
4, undecided =3 o with a mean of Lion. .

disagree—l.Aﬂ}’were regarded as ™ The Patterns were trueq an

B'SQf&togl;)ovwehile those below 3.50 assembled to make soft t0y toile
satisrac ’

were regarded a

s unsatisfactory. The ™ The toys were viewed as safe for

the children’s use.
s score formed a parameter : |
?;7: lctilfat?t?lfgs the final pattern which ~ ® The shapes O,f the toys validate
served as block patterns for soft toys were appropriate.
for children in Anambra State.

Table I: Teachers assessment of the soft toys relative to safety for children
Dog Fish  Rabbit Mouse Lion

S/No CRITERIA X |REMA| X |REMA| X [REMA| X [REMA| X [REMA
RKS RKS RKS RKS RKS
1.  Well constructed to  {1.00 Patisfacft.31 PBatisfac3.63 Patisfacft.00 Fatisfacf.18 Batisfac
withstand the use and fory tory tory tory fory
pbuses by children.
0. No rough edges 1.10 v B9% | Vv PB68| v P80 Vv PB66 | V
3. No toxic materials in ‘
or on the toy. B.97 v poo| v B77| Vv B55| VvV B8 | ¥
. No sharp point on _
/
boys B.73 v B.77 v 151 vV R.38[Unsatist43 | vV
b. No small parts to be factory Unsaty
: locllged in throat, ears B.69 V' PB44 [Unsatis.13 | v  H.47[Satisfacp48 |facort
and nose factor t
b. No glass or brittle ¥ ory
plastic R07 |V 04 SatisfacB69 | v Woo| v ops5
7. No parts to entrap tory ) tory
&:rgxgrss, . e }Jnstsatis = S vV B.48|Unsatisf47 v
a
B. No long strings B.69 Safl (}I‘y 11 factory /
‘ patstac13 |V 09 | v (10 [Satisfac00
ory e | =

Table Ishows that seven of the criteria

3 afe
were found to he satisfactory and one S By Showmg they il

criterion F while two criteria with a mean rané’
Fish soft ?;Sétll:s(f?i;o{){,for Dog and of 2.38 and 3.48 sh:)tv}:réd that somé
the * criteris Werea : 1t soft toy, all parts of the toy had sharp points o

4 ound o pe could entrap fingers, toes & hand®
respectively for the mouse soft "
For the lion soft toy, the respOndentS

JHER Vol. 14, 2011 .
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V

sed non satisfaction with the
ft toy in terms of criterion no.
Based on the observations, the
" ombled soft toys (Dog, Fish, Mouse
as;f Lion) were loosened, corrected
:;d rc—assembled.
Table 2! Teachers assessment of the
of the parts of the soft toys

Lion SO

le}fpctzf the parts| X Remarks
of the soft toys
4.38 | Satisfactory
4.10 v
3.88 v
3.59 v
3.16 |Unsatisfactory
4.04 | Satisfactory
4.25 | Gatisfactory
4.30 Vv
3.98 Vv
3.79 v
410 Vv
3.96 Vv
4.10 v
4.04 v
4.02 v
3.88 Vv
3.98 v
3.51 v
3.18 |Unsatisfactory
3.59 | Satisfactory
4.24
4.19 | Satisfactory
4.06 Vv
412 v
4.43 v
v

JHER Vol. 14, 2011

ION
ack of head 318 .
ody-backé sidd 3:95 Satisfactory
‘ront body 4.14 J
4,18 v
3.49 |Unsatisfactor
424 Satisfactory

tl“ab.le 2 shows that respondents
indicated that the leg of the Dog soft
toy was not well fixed. Other parts of
the Dog as well ag the whole Dog each
had a mean of 3.50 of above and
therefore were satisfactory. The
shapes of the different parts of the fish
and mouse soft toys as satisfactory.
The shape of rabbit toy is satisfactory
except the shape of the head gusset.
Respondents were not satisfied with
the leg of the Lion soft toy. The parts
that were not good were loosened and
corrected, therefore were satisfactory.

Discussion of Findings

Flat pattern method was used to draft
five block patterns for children’s soft
toys. Igbo and Iloeje (2003), earlier
agreed that flat pattern method is one
of the good methods of obtaining
patterns used for making clothing
articles. The drafted patterns were
trued, cut and assembled. The mean
ratings for the safety of the five soft
toys were satisfactory. The findings
are in line with the agreement of .the
United States Consumer Protection
Safety Commission (1998), .ﬂf}d
Lichtenstein (2004) on characteristics
of safe toys. Those patterns that were
rated unsatisfactory were loosened,
corrected and reassembled. They

181
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fingers: ¢
pattRs e
nose, N[OUbL .
and nO parts
and hands, ’
lodged in thro2%
The mean T
the five soft 10
except; Dog-legs

d lion-leg:
i:;rl'ected and re-assembled; Igbo and

Tloeje (2003) observed tl(;at rtlgfsf
accuracy of a drafted pattern depe
on the accuracy of the meaSL.lrements,
drafting instructions and skills of the
attern makers. Also to obtain a more
realistic fit/shape. Marshal et al (2000)
observed that manufacturers toil their
trial garment. The Toiles are used to
correct the patterns before the final
construction of the garment/ articles.
The result is quite satisfactory
bearing in mind that these teachers are
nursery school teachers that know the
needs of children and also mothers
that provide play materials for their
children. This goes to confirm the
view of Dike (2007) that teachers and
mothers are mostly concerned with
providing toys and play materials for
their children. All the to
loosened, ironed S R
+roned properly and placed
on fresh paper, the pattern
t;lanif.erred to the paper, ;a‘t/\tf;s
arkings were then indicated on them

and these wer ,
e v :
patterns for childre ildated soft toy

182

Conclusion
Patterns are basic necessitjeg :

nstruction of soft toys. In pape:. e
:I?ey are quite valuable for lr;irt;clﬂar,
roduction. The mean raﬁngg ;Cae
respondents on the shape of g, :he
toys — Dog Fish, Rabbit, Moy, aOY
Lion were all indicative of goog shand
for most of the variables used fo ¢
assessment. The good shape Obfaines
must have resulted from acCurage
measurements taken, precision in
drafting and development of
blocks as well as good constrictig
technique employed in assembling the
pattern pieces.

The findings of this study wil
adequately prepare tailors/seamsitress
for large scale soft toy production for
the target group. They should be able
to use patterns developed from the
blocks for mass production of softtoys
for children’s play. This will create
jobs for Nigerians and at the same
time make the citizens self reliant in
soft toy productions. The
implementation of the results of the
study would also help in reducing
poverty, creating wealth and
generating employment.

Recommendations

The following recommendations h

been proffered based on the finding®

of the study.

® Tailors/seamstresses should use
the patterns obtained from the

study to make soft toys
children,

™ The result of this study provideS

ave

" JHER Vol. 14, 20171
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e

he information that there is no

Ommercial soft . toy pattern
ndustry: Therefore, investors inbig
ewing industry can fmc.i Anambra
E;talc a land of esl'.abhshing one
without any competitor.

g Students who study clothing in
higher institutions should use the
result of these findings to produce
soft toy for children in their
entrepreneurship class.

" Vocational teachers should use the
soft toy patterns to produce soft

toys for exhibition.
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