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Abstract : For millennia, scholars have sought the ultimate meaning of freedom in



the Zhuangzi by judging its ideas against fixed, absolute standards: Is it about greatness or
smallness? A higher state or a lower one? Being or non-being? This quest has trapped
interpretation in an endless debate about spiritual hierarchy, missing the text’s foundational
insight.

This essay argues that the core of the Zhuangzi is not a preference for one pole over another,
but a revelation of the relational ground that makes all such distinctions possible. Relationality
here is not a comparison but the constitutive principle of reality—the “pivot of the Way” that
allows the world to appear.

Through this lens, the text’s most famous images are transfigured: the colossal Leviathan and
Roc are no longer about size, but about the creative gap between name and reality; “I have lost
myself” becomes not an ascetic negation, but the dynamic act by which a fluid self unravels a
rigid ego. Most radically, the tale of Primordial Chaos is overturned: Chaos does not die, for the
opposing forces that seem to destroy it are in fact its very essence—Chaos is undying.

This “relational pivot” unlocks a coherent philosophy across the Zhuangzi: freedom is not
unconditioned transcendence but a way of engaging dependency; wisdom is not seeing all things
as the same, but seeing how difference itself is what connects them; virtue is not an inner stockpile
but the outward expression of coherent relationship. The text systematically dissolves our
fixations on greatness, utility, correctness, and perfection.

The ultimate aim of the Zhuangzi, therefore, is not to reach a detached spiritual plateau. It is
to realize the ontological fact that to exist is to relate. This realization is itself emancipation: it
allows one to reign through self-illumination—to become the clear-sighted and sovereign author
of one’s own experience. This is the philosophical power of the text, and its most potent form of
practice.
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