Multi-stakeholder engagement in
2030 Agenda implementation:
A review of Voluntary National Review

Reports (2016-2019)

Department of
Economic and
Social Affairs

(&)
&)
NS



Multi -stakeholder engagement in 2030 Agenda implementation : A review of Voluntary
National Review Reports (2016 -2019)

UN DESA!



Acknowledgements

The reported wasommissioned by the Divisidar Sustainable Development Go@l3SDG)f the United Nations
Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DBESdsupported throughhe European Commission grant
G{5YHnmp 5SEtAGSNAYy3I 2y GKS t NP VY.aTaeSaportvFswriltda By Shadmdod | A y
Kindornay, Director of Research, Policy and Practicd Renée GendrerP030 Agenda Research and Program
Assistam, at the Canadiar€ouncil for International Cooperation. The report was prepared gitldancefrom
NaiaraCosta Senior Sustainable Development Offjdeiina Jussilé&Sustainable Development Officeand Luisa

Karg, AssociateSustainable Development Officand overallguidance from Lotta Tahtinen, Chief, Outreach and
Partnerships Branch, DSDG/UNEBA

Thereport is informed bydata collected by Riina Jussila, LuisastiKkand Renée Gendromrawing from internal
UN DESA analysis of the 2019 Voluntary National Re¥diR)reports, UN DESA VNR synthesis reports and
compendiums of institutional arrangements, addta informingthe Progressing National SDGs Implementation
Series an annual pulication produced by a coalition of national and global civil society organizafis
published based on 2016 VNRs by Bfuid)and with subsequent publications produced by CCIC.

Theviews and recommendations presented in this report do not necessarily reflect the views of those consulted
in its development, UN DESA or CCIC.

Cover Photo by Duy Pham

7725 DEPARTMENT OF
Yy ECONOMIC AND
N7 SOCIAL AFFAIRS

=N

| M —

gia. TP

UN DESAE

Photo: UN DESA/Ariel Alexovich



Contents

ACKNOWIEAGEIMENTS. ...ttt e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e s s e e e e e e e e e e s b bn e e e e e e e s aannnnneeeees 2
EXECULIVE SUIMIMAIY. ...ttt e et e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e n b e e e e e e e s annnn e e e e e e e s aannnnnneeeas 5
10 Lessons in MuliBtakeholder Engagement for the 2030 Agenda.............cooccoiiiiiiiniiiiiieeeeeeeee e 6
oo (U1t i o] o H PO TP TP P PP PP PPPPPPPPPPRP 9.
Quality of multi-stakeholder ENGAGEMENL..........ccooiiii e e e e e e e e e aaaaaaaeaaaaeas 11
Reporting on multistakeholder engagement in Voluntary National Review Reports..........c.vvvvvvvvieeveeennee. 13
Understanding the goals of mukstakeholder engagement in 2030 Agenda implementatian.................... 16
Stakeholder engagement in the process of 2030 Agenda implementatian....................ccoee e, 21
Institutional arrangements for the 2030 Agenda implementatio................eeveeeieiiieiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeee e, 21
HOW MEMDET STATES IEPOML. ... . eeeiiieeee ettt ettt e e e e e e e e e e e r e e e e e e e annbrr e e e e e e e anneees 22
Engagement according to the Spectrum of Public Participatian............cccccoooiiieiiiiiiniiiiiee e, 22
LESSONS IEAIMEM. .....ceiiiiiiiei et e e e e sttt et e e e e e e aa e e et e e e e e bbb et e e e e e e s nnnnnneeeeeeaans 25

YN =T g[S = 1T P SPPPPPPRRRR 25
HOW MEMDEI STAES FEPOIL ... ..o e e e e e e e e et e e e eaaeaaaeeeaeeaseaasaassaaasassnnsanrsnrererneees 26
Engagement according to the Spectrummiiblic PartiCipation................evveiiiiiiiieeeieieee e 27
LESSONS IEAIMEM. .....ceiiiiiittie et e e e e st e e e e e e s e s n et e e e e e e bbb e e e e e e e e s nnnnnneeeeeeaans 31
Generating National OWNEISNID.........oiiiii e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aaaaaaaaeas 31
HOW MEMDBDET STAtES REPOIL. ... .uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ittt e e et e e e e e e e e aa e e e e e e e e e e e s e e e s e e s s e e e aaanearberersreereeneees 32
Engagement according to the spectrum of Public Participation...............cccocciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeieeeeeeeeee e 32
LESSONS IEAIMEM. ....ceiiiiiiiiiei ettt e e e e ettt et e e e e e e ba b e e e e e e e e anbb e et e e e e e ennrnneeeeeeeaans 35
Partnerships and COIADOIALION. .............oii e e e e e e s e e e e e e e 35

L [0 T Y =T ] oL ] =Y (R (=] 0] OO PPPPPPPP 35
Engagement according to the Spectrum of Public Participatian...............cccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieeeeeeeeeee, 39
LESSONS IEAIMEA. .....eeeiiiiiiie ittt et e e e e e st e e e e st e e e s et e e e nnnn e e e nnee 42
Stakeholder Engagemeriteave NO One Behind..............oooiiiiiiiiiiie e 42
HOW MeMDEr STAtES IMEPOML. ... . .uiiiiiie ettt ettt e e et e e e e s e e e e e e s s snnnneeeeeeeennneees D03
Engagement according to the Spectrum of Public Participatian...............ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiieeiieeeeeeeeeee 44
LESSONS IEAIMEM. .....ceiiiiiiiieiii ettt e e e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s nnneeeee e s 46
FOHOW-UD @NA FTEVIBW ...ttt e e e ettt e e e e e sttt e e e e e e e e e bbb et e e e e e ennbbbeeeeeeeeaan 46
HOW MemDer STAteS MEPOIL..........viiiiiieiiiiieiie ettt e e e e e e snrnn e e e e e e s s snnnnneeeeeeennneee s AD
Engagement according to the Spectrum of Public Participatian.............ccccooiiiieeiiiiiiiiiicce e 46

UN DESA



[ISTTcYo ] AT (ST T4 1T TR 51

CONCIUSION BN NEXE STEPS. ...ttt e ettt e e e s e e e e e e e e et e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e nsbnn e e e e e e aannnnnnreaeeeas 52
Quality of multi-stakeholder ENgagEMENL.............uiiiiiiiie e 52
Reporting on multistakeholder ENgagement...........c..uuiiiiii i 53
INSHtUtIONAl AITANGEIMENTS .. ...t e e e e e et e e e aaaaeaaaaaaaeeaeassaassaaaaaasaaannsannsanrrrresernsees 53

AWATENESS RAISING. .. .uuvttttiiiiiiieieee e eeee e e et e et e eeeaee e e e e e et e eteea st s aassasaaa s s aaeaeeesaeareestaesaesenereeereeeeeaeeaaaaaaaaaeenns 53
Generating NationNal OWNEISNIL........c.uiiiiie e e e e e e e s eeeeeas 54
Partnerships and COllADOIALION.............ooiii i a e e e s e e e e e 54
Leave N0 ONE DENING.........ooii et e e e e s e e e e e s s e e e e e e eaaanes 55
FOIOW-UD BNATEVIEW......uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e e e e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e s e e et e e e s e e e e bbb b b e b aesrsassseseeeeeeeeeeeeeaaaaaaeas 55
LS (=7 o 1 P 56

Y 0T Gt OO PPPRRTURPRPPPTTY 57

Y 0TS GO PP PP PPPRTRRTRPPPTTY 58

Y TS PR 59

UN DESA



Executive Summary

As United Nations Member States gear up for a decade of action and delivery on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, starting in 2020, muktakeholder engagement and durable partnerships with diverse stakeholders
will be key to realizing progress the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and ensuring that no one is left
behind. Governments at all levels, citizens, parliaments, academia, civil society, the private sector, trade unions,
youth and others can accelerate transformative actions thraungividual and collaborative efforts on sustainable
development.

This report provides a review of the current status of msitikeholder engagement ithe 2030 Agenda
implementation based on an assessment of the 158 Voluntary National Review (VNR3 sefoonitted to the

United Nations Highevel Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) betweer2P096 The report

does not seek to validate the experiences of countries and other stakeholders as presented in VNR reports but
rather makes use dhe growing body of information from reporting to the HLPF to tease trends, experiences and
lessons learned.

Overall, countries tend to report on stakeholder engagement in five key ways:

1. engagement througlcoordination and governance structurdbat suppat 2030 Agenda
implementation;

2. awarenessraising

3. through thedevelopment of national prioritiesfor implementation;
4. consultations ané&ngagement on VNRs&nd

5. engagement througlpartnershipswith non-state actors.

Countries are taking diverse approachesnform, consult, involve, collaborate and empower the public through
their efforts to implement the 2030 Agendaround 75% of countries reporting to the HLPF from 2@i%noted
inclusion of nonstate actors in governance mechanispasfigure that is legely consistent across reporting years.
This includes higlevel coordination or governance mechanisms, technical committees or working groups and
explicit commitments to engage with nestate actors through, for example, advisory bodies.

With respect toraising awareness of the 2030 Agenda, the review shows similar resultsna#thVNR reports

over 20162019 (80%) highlighting activities to inform the public and diverse stakeholdBigerse approaches

are emerging, including through media, social media, conferences, school programs, websites, translation of the
2030 Agenda into local languages and creativdeavorssuch as art installations and festivals.

Thebulk of VNR reports ove20162019 provided information on multstakeholder engagement to nationalize

the 2030 Agendaand generate ownership with nearly 80% of VNR reports including this information. Most
Member States emphasizaublic meetings, consultation meetings and worksps with 103 VNR reports noting
in-person meetings to generate ownership overall. Countries also reported other means to nationalize the 2030
Agenda, albeit to a more limited extent, including youth counsiiskeholder fora, engagement with local and
regional governments and by working in partnership with retate actorsEfforts tonationalize the 2030 Agenda

are often coupled with awareness raising activities

Countries aramost likely to refer to activities with and by civil society, the private sectlocal governments,

and academia in their VNR reportwith a more limited number pointing to parliamentarians, youth and
volunteers. The review found that the most common activities reported include efforts to empowestats
actors such as through ¢hcreation of policies that underpin an enabling environment for partnership or capacity
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development programs for noestate actors, as well as direct partnerships to raise awareness of the 2030 Agenda
and/or carry out consultations (as part of nationalipator VNR processe$)NR reports show a growth in focus
on the enabling environmenfrom two reports in 2016, six in 2017, eight in 2018 and nine in 2019.

Reporting on multistakeholder engagement to leave no one behind is limitddember Statedend to provide
information on who is at risk of being left behind and programs and initiatives to address their concerns, rather
than specific efforts to leave no one behind from the perspective of rstdeholder engagement. The review
revealed 28 exaplesfrom 27 countrieof stakeholder engagement explicitly tied to leaving no one belvinith
consultation effortsasthe primary focus (captured by 15 of the identified activitiés)terms of trends over time,

2019 saw the most examples with nine couies reporting stakeholder engagement to leave no one behind
versus six each in 2016, 2017 and 2018

Finally, the review found that reporting on how countries will monitor and follgmon their progress at the
national level is not consistently presentacross and within reporting years. In terms of how countries report at
the national levelmentions of progress reports peaked in 2017 (70%) and have seen a decline over 2018 (57%)
and 2019 (32%)However, 2019 saw an increase in the number of countraggg web portals and dashboards

to monitor progress at 26%n contrast t013% and 14% in 2018 and 2017 respectively. Only ten examples of
Member States referring to parliamentary discussions on the 2030 Agenda as part of national reporting processes
were identified over the fouyear period With respect to VNRs, the review showed a recovery of the trend in
terms of countries making use of online and/or-person methods of consultationup from 17 countries (77%)

in 2016 to 27 (63%) in 2017, 26 (5792048 and 47 (70%) in 2019. Finally, another positive trend is the uptake in
Member States indicating nestate actors participanhgin the actual drafting of VNR reports, which reached 53%

in 2019, up from 28% in 2018 and lower levels in previous years.

Based on these findings and the review of member experiences, 10 lessons iatakdtiolder engagement from
VNR reports were identified to inform Member State efforts.

10 Lessons in Multi -Stakeholder Engagement for the 2030 Agenda

1. Plan toengage.

Transparent, coordinated, participatory and inclusive approaches to -stakieholder engagement are
underpinned by policies and frameworks as part of an enabling environment. Some Member States have
developed communication plans, stakeholder engragnt plans, or partnership strategies to raise awareness of
the 2030 Agenda, establish guidelines for when and how consultations will occur and support collaboration and
partners, respectively.

2. Include nonstate actors in institutional arrangements for@0 Agenda implementation.

Whole-of-society approaches are bolstered by inclusive, participatory institutional arrangements that oversee and
coordinate implementation of the 2030 Agenda. Direct inclusion ofstate actors as members of hidgvel or
working level councils or technical committees, or through mandated, regular engagement with advisory groups
are examples of iterative, transparent, and formal processes for stalkieholder engagement.

3. Create inclusive multstakeholder spaces for ongoingalogue, collaboration and partnership.

Outside institutional arrangements, formal and informal spaces that bring together diverse stakeholders offer an
opportunity for greater participation and inclusion in implementation. A good practice would includaeahton
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of online and irperson fora that promote regular engagement between diverse stakeholders, opportunities for
collective problemsolving and collaboration and the sharing of knowledge, lessons learned and successful
approaches.

4. Make awarenessaising ongoing and do it in partnership with others.

Awarenesgaising is an ongoing aspect of the 2030 Agenda that goes beyond initial consultations on national
priorities or during VNRs. It contributes to generating shared national ownership over theA2fi8tla and
provides an initial starting point for informing collective action. Working with-skae actors multiplies the reach

of awarenessgaising efforts, often leadgto innovative and creative approaches and opportigsto harness the
expertiseof different stakeholders that know how to reach diverse stakeholder groups, including communities at
risk of being left behind.

5. Continue to consult on priorities and report on progress to citizens according to agreed timetables.

One approach is recoging that consultation and engagement are not ewfé activities but rather part of an
iterative process in a wholef-society approach to implementation. Transparent reporting on progress according
to a regular schedule and in forums that engage citizend their representatives, including parliament,
contributes to awarenesgising, presents opportunities to address emerging challenges and informs future
priorities.

6. Empower citizens to participate in the 2030 Agenda implementation through capacity dgwekent,
direct support and inclusive partnerships.

Whole-of-society approaches to the 2030 Agenda implementation are not automatic. Working across sectors can
require new skills and investments to dedicate the necessary time and resources towards partnership. Some
countries are providing support to nestate actors to build their capacities for engagement on the 2030 Agenda,
establishing funding mechanisms to empower their actions and engagement through direct partnerships.

7. Engage with diverse groups while respecting representative stakeholder bodies.

Many sectors have been mobilized to contribute to the 2030 Agenda. Mtadleholder and sectespecific
coalitions are emerging with civil society organizations, local and regional governments, academia and the private
sector, among others, at the forefrontf guch efforts. Working with and through existing representative sector
organizations is an effective way to reach diverse stakeholders and maximize the reach of engagement efforts.

8. Take targeted steps to leave no one behind in stakeholder engagement.

Engagement with historically marginalized groups is critical to informing local and national priorities and
empowering those most at risk of being left behind to actively participate in the 2030 Agenda implementation.
Making efforts to engage with communitideft behind an explicit part of approaches to engagement and
partnership is good practice. This means identifying barriers to participation and putting in place solutions that
empower all members of society to participate in the 2030 Agenda implementation

9. Recognize the expertise of others.

The most effective methods to engage with diverse groups are not always apparenstderactors often have
the expertise to reach particular groups or communities. One promising strategy is working with representati
organizations to inform priorities, strategies and approaches for rstdteholder engagement. For example,
some Member States have struck consultative groups or asked for advice frostateractors on how to best
reach the furthest behind or engag®ung people.
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10. Report on your experience and the experiences of others that contribute to the 2030 Agenda
implementation as part of a wholeof-society approach.

¢tKS ' YAGSR bliAz2ya {SONBGIF NE DSy $uddidockdor the2Pyeyagaton of S LI2
Voluntary National Reviews outline how Member States can report on stakeholder engagement and carry out
inclusive VNRs Providing details on the whyho, what, when, where and how of stakeholder engagement
provides a basis for identifying trends and good practice. In this context, information on the quality of multi
stakeholder engagement, challenges and lessons learned is important for improvirgstakeholder
engagement and informing future approaches.
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Introduction

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Developmerit IANR dzy RSR Ay |y dzy RSNE Gl yRA
most pressing ltallenges requires engagement, collaboration and partnerships with all stakeholders in
society including citizens, local, regional and national governments, parliamentarians, academics, civil
society the private sectorand others Followingthree years ofsignificant national, regional and thematic
consultations and engagementn 2015, United Natons Member States agreed toevitalize global
partnerships hrough multistakeholder engagement as a key means to realize the ambitiohsnsforming

our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Developr&ht importance of milti-stakeholder engagement

for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda is referred throughout ititergovernmental document as well
asincluded in targets under a range of Sustainable Development G8BI&s), notablthrough specific
reference in two targts underSDG 17 on global partnership for the goals

In September 2019Ylember Statesadopted a political declaration in support of accelerating efforts on the
2030 AgendaGearing up for a decade of action and delivery for sustainable developneentnizes the
needtoONB I S dRdzNI 6t S LI NIYSNEKALA 0SG6SSy I20SNYYS
AyOf dzRAYy3a OAGAf a20ASGe3x (Kthe pditiBalldedatatio@rBddriageddls | O
stakeholders taccelerate actiomndeffortsto strengthen institutions for responsive, inclusive, participatory

and representative decisiemaking processes

In addition to serving as one of the foundational principles for the 2030 Agenda, effeiciiWesive multi
stakeholder engagement contributes to raising public awareness, ensuring shared ownership over
implementation and more effective decision making. When groups affected by decisions have an opportunity
to shape agendas, governments can eerdheir efforts reflect the needs and interests of diverse groups with
higher likelihood of successThe commitment to leave no one behind requires appropriate consultation,
engagement and partnerships with vulnerable communities to ensure that the reesdipriorities of those
furthest behind are reflected in policies and initiatives to supptire 2030 Agenda implementation.
Moreover, effective engagement at national, regional and global levels enables collaboration to address
sustainable development chHanges, promotes shared accountability for implementation and provides
opportunities for joint learning and exchange of good practice.

Hve years intothe 2030 Agenda implementation, this repogixamines the status of mulstakeholder
engagement inits implementation Rooted in an analysis of Voluntary National Review (VNR) reports
submittedto the United Nations Higlevel political forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF), the report is
based ondirect reviews of VNR reports for 2017, 2018 and 2019. Supplementary materials were used to
identify trends from 2016 VNR reports, including the findings from the first Progressing National SDGs
Implementation report that assessed the 16 English VNR tegoibmitted to the HLPF in 2016. In addition,

the report is informed by analysis and documentation prepared by the United Nations on institutional
arrangements fothe 2030 Agenda implementation, annual summaries of VNR reports, and 2018 and 2019
Progresig National SDGs Implementation repatts.

2 United Nations. 2015. Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. A/RES/70/1. Available at
https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E

3 United Nations. 2019. Political declaration of the highel political forum on sustainable development convened under the auspices Gfgheral
Assembly. A/HLPF/2019/L.1. Availablétips://undocs.org/en/A/HLPF/2019/1.1

4See Annex 1 for a full description of the methodology and resources used.
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This report does not seek to validate the experiences and information presented in VNR gefickey
limitation of the study is that itelies solely on government reporting through the HLPF. It does not examine
stakeholdemreportsand it was outside the scope ofithanalysigo validate information through welbased
searches or interviews with key stakeholders. fuchthis report doesnot include anassesment of the
quality of multistakeholder engagemeni countries, though it does highlight elements of what appear to
be emerging lessons learned in this arfather, he reportuses information in VNR reports itdentify trends

in terms of approaches and practices to mugitakeholder engagement, highlight experiences from Member
Statesand provide recommendations on how to strengthmeaningful stakeholder engagement in the
implementation, follow up and review of the 2030 Agenda at national level, as well as on VNR rEperts.
report aims to inform Member State approaches based on the global body of information and experiences
provided through VNR reports.

Following the introduction, the repois organizedground five chapters

1 The first chaptemprovides additional context for the report though a focus on the quality of multi
stakeholder engagement.

The seconaxaminegeporting on multistakeholder engagement in VNR repontsile

The third chapter presentscommon mechanisms for multakeholder engagement the 2030
Agenda implementation

1 Thefourth chaptermakes up the bulk dhe reportandanalyzesnulti-stakehotler engagement in
various aspects dhe 2030 Agenda implementatigmcludingawarenessgaising, national
ownership and decision making, institutional arrangemep#stnerships, efforts to leave no one
behind and followup and review.

1 Thefifth and final chapterconcludeswvith recommendations to strengthen mukitakeholder
engagemengoing forward.

Lessons learned in mubitakeholder engagement are highlightétraughout this report in the main text, as well

as through the country experiences showcased. Efforts were made to select examples from VNR reports that
demonstrate not only a range of experiences but also highlight aspects of good practice for ensalitggrulti-
stakeholder engagement.

Box 1. Whaare the stakeholder®

In this report, stakeholders are understood as actors that are outsadienal governments and governing
political parties. These include citizens, civil society amalgovernmental organizations, development
partners, private sector stakeholders, local governments, trade unions, parliamentanarscademics
among others
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Quality of multi -stakeholder engagement

Concerns are growing over closing civic sgaoeind the world and insecurity faced by human rights
defenders and environmentalist&s noted, it is beyond the scope of this report to validate or assess
the quality of multistakeholder engagememiven that the assessment is rootedimiormation

provided through VNR reports. Nevertheless, the context for and the quality of-atakeholder
engagemenunderpins opportunities for wholef-society approaches to 2030 Agenda
implementation.The 2030 Aenda includes commitments that provide the basis for ensuring-high
quality multistakeholder engagement, regardless of the specific approaches adopted by Member
States. The 2030 Agenda emphasizes human rights, inclusivity, participation and informexhdecis
making.

Respect for human rights, participation and inclusion are critical aspects of a robust civiaspacevide a basis

for guiding multistakeholder engageent. In this context, quality mukstakeholder engagement is timely, open

and inclusie, transparent, informed, and iterative. These principles aim to ensure meaningful, inclusive, sincere
and purposeful whol@f-society approaches tthe 2030 Agenda implementatich.

While the forms of engagement Member States pursue vary depending omxdpmtriorities and the goals of
multi-stakeholder engagementyhen multistakeholder engagement tgmely, stakeholders are given sufficient

time frames for their engagement that are well established and communicated in advance of actual engagement
opportunities.

Open and inclusive engagementeans providing all people and groups with opportunities to participate. Extra
efforts are often needd to ensure the presence and participation of people and groups that are most often left
behind. Some concrete ways Member States supported open and inclusivestakitholder engagement include
providing information in local languages and making use @fnge of methods for engagement, including both
offline and online options. Civil society organizations note that inclusivity can be bolstered by working with
representative organizations for nestate actors, such as civil society platforms and busiasssciations.

Transparent multistakeholder engagemenbccurs when information on engagement processes and plans is
clear, widely communicated and published in a timely fashion. This includes information and documentation that
enlightensengagement procgses and feedback to participants during the foHomto the engagement process.

Informed multi-stakeholder engagement requires that participants are informed about the purpose of
engagement, how their inputs will be used and the overall expected outsoBecumentation should be provided
ahead of all interactions with ample time, clear deadlines and appropriate tools to provide feedback. There should
also be followup reports and documentation on how inputs have been considered.

Finally iterative multi-stakeholder engagement means ensuring that engagement opportunities are not singular
processes or events but rather continuous processes where multiple opportunities for ongoing engagement exist
for different stakeholders. Dialogue and collaboration shobéd multifaceted and engagement mechanisms
institutionalized to provide longterm dialogue for continuous input from nestate actors. Embedding

5See, for exampléqttps://monitor.civicus.org/and Brechenmacher, S. and Carothers, T. 2019. Defending Civic Space: Is the International Community
Stuck? Washington, DC: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.

6 These principles have been adapted frénCode for Good Practice on Policy Dial@ewere first presented in Kindornay, S. 20P3ogressing National
SDGs Implementatiohird Edition. Ottawa: CCIC. Availablbts://ccic.ca/third-edition-of-progressingnationatsdgsimplementation/. The original

Code of Conduct is available hattp://www.vsi-isbc.org/eng/policy/pdf/codes_policy.pdf
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engagement mechanisms within institutions and as part of regular practices is essential to ensure theitylongev
through changes in governments.

Reviews of VNR reports and inputs from rstate actors suggest that there are emerging standard and good
practices for ensuring quality mulitakeholder engagemerit.Good practices that support quality multi
stakeholde engagement include activities that bring together government and-stake actors to jointly deliver

on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, such as through governing institutions and tbeeatomn of
resources (including VNR reports). Developingtegies for communication and engagement are also emerging

as effective ways to set clear expectations with tsteite actors and align efforts for public engagement. Other
strategies include widely publicizing engagement opportunities according to cleatatles and in local
languages. Ensuring inclusivity can mean providing engagement opportunities in more remote locations, working
with and throughnora G §S | OG2NEQ NBLINBaSydal GA@®S 62RASA FyR
groups oftenleft behind, such as persons with disabilities, youth and women.

Country experiences
Planning for effective engagement in Mauritiu®019)

Mauritius developed a Stakeholder Engagement Plan as well as an SDG Communications Strategyitclessigeess
and multistakeholder participation in the VNR process. To support these efforts, the coumnttyoseé an SDG
guestionnaire with specific questions and rigorous criteria to gather information. This constituted a solid basis
developmen of each SDG chapter in the VNR report.

Working with nonstate actor representative bodies to develop an inclusive VNR in Chile (2019)

| KAt SQa =+ b wstaiyaddrsItiBdrigh ynd ynain strategies. Firthile promoted tle engagement through
established networks representing civil society and the private sector. Also, the government issued an open in
through a web portal for submissions by rgavernmental actors for inclusion in the VNR report. More than 80 inigat
were received from civil society and over 76 actions by private sector stakeholders. The VNR also included part
workshops geared at identifying priorities and actions for implementation. The 2019 VNR report includeseading
on nonstate actor contributions under each chapter, showcasing efforts by civil society, the private sector, aca
local government, youth and volunteers.

Partnership to ensure iterative engagement in Cameroon (2019)

Civil society organizations that are part of € SNR 2y Qa Dbl GA2y It {GNIGSIAO [
Effectiveness have been implementing a program to ensure African CSOs are key actors in the implementation, re
follow-up of the SDGs. Tools have also been developed for SDG impleimertltett promote effective multstakeholder
engagement, including the Civil Society Engagement Charter for the SDGs, a monitoring and accountability fra
andcommon working and collaboration platforms.

’See, e.g., th&ood Practice in 2030 Agemtiplementation Series produced by the British Columbia Council for International Cooperation and Canadian
Council for International Cooperation which includes a series of policy briefs outlining good practice estakeliblder engagement, awarenesssiag,
partnership, and followup and review, among other areas of 2030 Agenda implementation. Availabttpat/ccic.ca/2030agenda/globadfforts-to-

implementthe-2030-agenda/
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Report ing on multi -stakeholder engagement in Voluntary National
Review Reports

To date, 147 countries have submitted VNR reports to the HhP fEorsymrsmreyms presenting multiple VNR
2016, 22 countries reportedfollowed by43 in 201746 in 2018,
and 47 in 2019Twelve countries have presented two repontkile

one ¢ Togog has presented thre€Table ). The bulk of reporting

reports
Country Year

2017 2018 2019

2016

countries provided full VNR reports Azerbaijan X X
The United Nations SecretaryGeneral provides guidance to Be!"” X X
Member States in terms of the structure and form of VNR repo _fgh:le b X X
The Voluntary Common Reporting Guidelihset out suggested Eo OT a § ;
contents and structure for VNR reporttn addition to these Ggyp

o . | Guatemala X X
guidelines, UN DESras created a Handbook for the Preparatigry, 5 csia X X
of Voluntary National Reviewsipdated every yedt to provide Vo0 X X
additional guidance to governmentsicludingon inclusive multi ["ppjjippines X X
stakeholder review processes. Sierra Leonel X X
The voluntanguidelinesefer to the inclusion of thematic chapters Switzerland | X X
that capture elements of mukstakeholder engagement. Membe} 10999 X X X
States are requested to provide informationon stakeholde | TUrkey X X

engagementwith chapters on the methodology and process for the reviereating ownership of the SDGs,
institutional mechanisms and the means of implementatidn this respect, VNR reports tend to provide
information ona range ofmethods of multistakeholder engagemeiih the 2030 Agendamplementation.Figures
for reporting on stakeholder engagement for specific elementhef2030 Agenda implementation are presented
in the thematic analysis below.

Courtry Experience

Details on stakeholder engagementin | y dzI G dzQ& (2009 w S LJ2 NJi

£ ydzr §dzQad +bw NBLRZNI LINRPPARSa || RSGFAESR RAA&AOdzaAA2
32FSNYYSYyild AyadAddziazya GGKFG O22NRAYIl SR ldndfling &amivias
instructed to ensure the plan reflected the priorities of all people, including children, youth, wameell asnarginalized

and excluded group Stakeholder engagement included a fird @ LJdzo £t A O C2 NHzY Ay H alnm
Port Vilawhere representatives from civil society shared priorities for the next 15 years. The forum was open to the

with an average 7800 people participating each day. The forum was aired live on radio and television. Inputs fr¢
forum were translated into a feedback matrix that was used to inform drafting of the paR016, a consultation draf
was preparedand underwent furtherreview. Following the translation of the policies into Bislama, hundreds of pe

metin their communit S& RdzNAY 3 AAE Y2y(GK&a 2F LINROAYOALf O2yads
The consultations were often in the form of a eday community meeting with presentations by the drafting team in
language of the village wingpossible. Further consultations with the representative bodies of civil society, youth, wo
people with disabilities, Christian organizations, and Chiefs also occurred in 2015 and 2016.

8 Countries only providing main messages included China and Samoa (2016), Kiribati (2018) and Nauru (2019).
9 The latest guidelines are available hehnéps://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/17346Updated Voluntary Guidelines.pdf
10UN DESA. 2019. Handbook for the preparation of Voluntary National Review&)ZthEdition. Available at

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/25245Handbook 2020 EN.pdf
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Overall, Member Statestend to reporton stakeholder engagement iivé key ways

1. engagement througltoordination and governance structurdhat supportthe 2030 Agenda
implementation

2. awarenessraising

3. throughthe development of national prioritiesfor implementation
4. consultations andengagement on VNRs&nd

5. engagement througipartnershipswith non-state actors.

Figure 1How countries report on stakeholder engagement in VNR reports

Partnership

Generating
ownership

Awareness
raising

Governance
and
institutional
arrangements

At the same timefeporting against theSecretaryD Sy S NI f Q &guiddihésidzyoticorsiBitentand the level

of detail provided by Member States in VNR reportsiega considerably This can present challenges for
understanding the overall picture of multtakeholder engagement on the 2030 Agenda and identifying good
practices(Box 2). A significant gap in reporting on multakeholder engagememertains to information on
formalized processes and mechanisms for widespread and regular engagement witlhatemctors outside
governance mechanisms and ad lmonsultations, though some examples exist as noted below.

Finally, it is worth noting that a limited number of Member States have explicitly reportegbod practices,
challenges and lessons learneds-a-vis multistakeholder engagement in VNR reporftsConcerning good
practices, only a handful of countries note efforts related to rrstiikeholder engagement. For instance, in 2018,
Latvia highlighted its open and participatory process for achieving consensus as a best practice while Polanc
highlighted it I LILINB F OK (G2 LI NIYSNEKALI® LYR2YSaAiAlQad HamT |
the 2030 Agenda involved all stakeholders in the planning, implementing, monitesrapatingand reporting

phases.

With respect tachallenges 12 countrieshighlighted different challenges related to medtiakeholder participation
such as coordination, awareness and mobilization of-stae actors in 201%In 2018, fewer countries reported

11 Data available only for 2017, 2018 and 20d©réporting in these areas.
12Afghanistan, Argentina, Bangladesh, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica (articulated as a next step), Cyprus, Guatemala, Kémgréaritle (éditcountries in the

Kingdom), Qatar, and Togo.
UN DESAn



these challenges with fiv& noting issues related to stakeholder gagement and tw# referring to public
awareness. A larger number of countries reported challenges related to-stakieholder engagement in 2019.
Several countries included broadening stakeholder engagement as part of their next stap2DB80 Agenda
implementation, while twé® referred to challenges related to insufficient participation of r&tate actors or
awareness of the SDGs.

Box2. Reporting on multistakeholder engagement in VNR reports: Opportunities for improvement and good pract|ce

Various reviews of VNR repotigincluding this one) highlight areas where Member States can improve reporting oR multi
stakeholder engagement in terms of the availability and quality of information provided.

*Follow existing guidance.

As a first step, neort on stakeholder engagement on all aspectstioé 2030 Agenda implementationConsider,
recommendations inthé YAGSR bl GA2ya {SONBGINE DSy SN} Handoook BYIReR Yy w S
Preparation of Voluntary National Revieas thesedocuments cover the main aspects of medtakeholder engagement

*Provide details on the why, who, what, when, where and how of stakeholder engagement.

The level of detail on how Member States engage stakeholders in national consultation processes, tsbttugional
mechanisms and in followp and review processes not consisterly provided including in terms of who was consulted,
how and when. For example, some VNR reports broadly note that national priorities were selected in consultateon with

range of stakeholders, while others provide details on the total number of individuals consulted with full descriptions of
the methods used and when engagement occurred.

*Report on the quality of multistakeholder engagement

Reporting on efforts to ense high-quality multistakeholder engagement provides a basis for identifying good practice

and lessons for ensuring inclusive and participatory action across 2030 Agenda implementation efforts. This ncludes
referring to efforts to ensure mulstakehotler engagements inclusive supports leaving no one behind, transparent,
timely, informed and iterative.

*Report on challenges, lessons learned and good pradicemulti-stakeholder engagement.

States areébeing encouragetb ensure and improve mulstakeholder engagement ithe 2030 Agenda implementation.
As the basis for exchange and mutual learninghen2030 Agenda implementation, VNR reports can provide insight for
effective strategies, approaches and good practice

In terms oflessondearned VNR reports from 2017 and 2018 pointedntailti-stakeholder engagement. In 2017,
the most frequently cited lessons learneglatedto establisling strong partnerships and collaboration with non
state actorsas well amwarenessaising forsome ountries!’In 2018,a more limited set o€ountriesemphasied
engagment with all stakeholder®¥ as key forsuccessful 2030 Agenda implementatiwhile one countryMali,
highlighted consultation to ensure brodzhsed ownership

13 Albania, ArmeniaGGuinea, Kiribati, andrid_anka.

4 Bhutan and Paraguay.

5 |srael and Pakistan.

16 See for example: Oosterhof, P. 20P@rtners for Review. Voluntary National Reviews submitted to the 2019enigltPolitical Forum for Sustainable
Development, a Comparative AnalysiBonn: GE.http://www.partners-for-review.de/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/P4R\nalysisVNRs2019.pdf
Kindornay, S. 201®rogressing National SDGs implementatibimrd Edition. Ottawa: CCI@tps://ccic.ca/third-edition-of-progressinenationatsdgs
implementation/

7 Afghanistan, Costa Rica, El Salvador, EthiGriatemala, Honduras, Jordan, Kenya, Malaysia, Nepal, Qatar, Togo, and Zimbabwe.

18 Albania, Bhutan, Romania, the State of Palestine, and Vietnam.
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Understanding the g oals of multi -stakeholder engagement in 2030
Agenda implementation

Thelnternational Association for Public Participation @AFSpectrum ofPublic Participatiof! provides a useful
framework for examiningnulti-stakeholder engagement ime 2030 Agenda implementatioff.he spectrum sets
out different public participation goalsioving towardsmore significaninfluence on decision making.

The spectrum includes fivgoals for publiengagement; inform, consult, involve, collaborate, and empower
The goals presented in distinct categories do not represent a rariiihige movingalong the spectrum reflects
greater public participation in decision makitige spectrum does not make a value judgement regarding the goals
themselves. In some cases, informing the public igptimaarygoal of public engagemenwhile in other instances
empowerment may be the goal. In this sense, all goals for public engagemenbr@sElerednecessarywith
respect to multistakeholder engagement.

Photo: UN DESA

19 Seehttps://www.iap2.org/mpage/Home
20 Available atttps://cdn.ymaws.com/www.iap2.org/resource/resmgr/pillars/Spectrum_8.5x11 Print.pdf
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This report is grounded in an analysis of msitikeholder engagemeiaictivities vis-a-vis the goals of engagement

as described in the Spectrum of Public Participation. The spectrum serves as a powerful tool for understanding the
goals of multistakeholder engagement ithe 2030 Agenda implementation and the varioagproadies and
activities ofMember StatesTable 2provides an overview of thepectrum includingthe summary description
developed by IAHor each goala corresponding dt of activities identified from VNR repomsid the aspects of

the 2030 Agenddmplementation wherehe goals of public engagement are most present.

Table 2 Activities reported in VNR reports according to the Spectrum of Public Participation

Inform Consult Involve Collaborate Empower
- Provide publicwith Obtain feedback | Work directly with | Partner with the public | Place the final
o balanced information| from the public on | the public to hear | throughout the pocess | decision in the
§ to help them analysis, the concerns of the| and develop hands of the public
2 understand a alternatives or a public alternatives and to
A problem and/or a decision identify the preferred
solution solution
1 Communication 1 Consultation 1 Workshops fNonstate actors i Capacity
strateges meetings 1 Engagement by | included ingovernance development
1 Conferencs 9 Public commerg governance mechanisms (high initiatives
9 Contests or online mechanisns levelworking leve) 9 Citizen ouncik
festivals 9 Public meetings fOther forms of 9 Efforts to ceate
1 General reference| T Survegp participatory decision anenabling
to awareness making environment
raising fDrafting VNR reports | § Funding
_g 1 Media Sakeholder foruns mechanisns
E 1 Websites T Electronic foruns
< i Official speeches fEngagement with
1 Parliamentary academia
discussions fICocreation of SDG
i Partnershigto relatedresources
raiseawareness
9 Schoobrograns
1 Social media
9 Translation to loca
languages
| Awarenesgaising Nationalization Institutional Institutional Partnership
2 arrangements arrangements
g g Partnerships Localization Localization
@ g Nationalization Partnership
< % Followup and review| Followup and
IS review Followup and
- review

identified from VNR reports.

Source: Activity and description directly from38pectrum. Activitiesoncerninghe 2030 Agenda implementation
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A key challenge in analyzing migtakeholder engagement according to the Spectrum of Public Participation is
that Member States do not always clearly articulate their goals or pralédails on the activities carried out. For
example, it was sometimes difficult to categorize meetings carried out by countries owing to lack of information
on their specific purpose and structure. Box 3 provides an overview of the approach used by #relrésam to
categorize in person mulsitakeholder engagement activities according to the spectrum.

Box3. Understandingin-person engagementinder the Spectrum of Public Participation

VNR reports show that governments carry out a range of public meetings and onlineardam activities with different
purposes. To ensure clarity in the analysigpersonmeetings were categorized according to their purpose and the nature
of engagement in the categories of inform, consult, involve and collaborate

Activities undeiinform includethose in which thegovernment provides ongay information on the2030 AgendaWith
regards to meetingsi KS G SNY aO2y FSNEBYy O 8etingsgthatiindidaie tReipiingary fitpdsk wiadlis, Y
inform the publicwith no mention of opportunities for feedback or consultation.

Activities underconsultrequired stakeholderso provide input to government butid notinvolvethem furtherin shaping
policy or the direction of theonversationsThe bulk of meetingeeferred to in VNR reportgrimarilyrefer to consultation
with stakeholders or receiving inputs, and as susbre categorized under this goalhough Member States use any
number of names to refer to what this report calls consultation meetings, such as workshops, seminars, conferences, focus
group discussions armmbnsultations, what these meetings have in commi® the goal of soliciting feedback

Activities undeirinvolve were interpreted to have a deeper levaf engagement. Not only could stakeholders express an
opinion, they had the opportunity to shape and steer the directior?880 Agendaelated policiesand programswith
government or were involved in mutual learning and exchange, such as through traifiregreport uses the tern
G62N] AaK2L¥E (2 NBFSN (2 GKSasS GeLisSa 27 I Ohe20300Agshdad 9 E|
implementationengage outside advisory bodies were also included in this category.
To be classified allaborate,the VNR report had to indicate that an activity had a deeper level of engagement in yhich
stakeholders partnered with governments goidethe 2030 Agenda implementation, such as through direct participation
in institutional arrangements, or edevelopged and implemengéd an activity. Non-state actor engagement in governing
mechanisms at any levilan example of collaboration, as well as the creatioa stakeholder forumor co-drafting VNR
reports with nonstate actors.

Finally, forempower, stakehol@érs had to be engaged with the aim of empowering them deepen their own
commitments and contributions, including through direct support or the creation of sgfacesd by norstate actors to
contribute, such as youth councils. Policies to support ambéng environment for norstate actor contributions and
capacity development initiatives were similarly considered to have the goals of empowerirgiateractors.

UN DESA



When the activities of all 142 countriéghat have reported to the HLPF are mapped against the Spectrum of
Public Participation, it shows that most countries are carrying out at least one activity aimed at infa8®i6lg (
consulting (87%) and collaborating (84%) with 4state actors Figure2). VNR reports reveal less of an emphasis
on activities that have the goal of involving (20%) or empoweringstate actors (35%).

Figure 2. Goal of stakeholder engagement according to VNR reports12016
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Fgure 3 presents trends by year. Reporting by Member States suggests a steady increase in efforts to consult with
non-state actorsand a consistent approach to efforts to inform the public on the 2030 Agenda with gtiads of

public engagement increasing thatowe towards more practive engagement-or example40% noted efforts

to empower nonstate actors as part of their engagement activiiie2019, an increase over previous ye&fforts

to collaborate with norstate actors appeared to have been steadynir20162018but also saw a rise in 2018s

was the case for activities that seek to involve the public

120

Figure 3. Goals of stakeholder engagement
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2 Countries included if they reported on any of the goals in at least orleeaf ¥NR reports to the HLPF.
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Figure4 provides trends for theHirteen countrie$? that reported more than once to the HLPF over 2485
Overall, it does not showignificant changes in terms of the number of countries reporting at least one activity
against the spectrumit is worth noting however, that while many second time reporters in 2018ighlighted
expanded stakeholder engagementtiaities overall (Oosterhqgf 2019), countries do not always present
information on stakeholder engagement if it was presented in their first VNR. For example, Colombia presented
information ongovernance mechanisnad partnershipsn its 2056 VNR reporwith more limited references to

these dimensions in its 2018 VNR report.

Figure 4. Goals of stakeholder engagement for countries that have reported more than once to the

o HLPF
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22 Azerbaijan, Benin, Chile, Colombia, Egypt, Guatemala, Indonesia, Mexico, Philippines, Sierra Leone, Togo, Turkey, and Uruguay
2 Given that Togo is the only country to have reported three times, figures are only predenfiedt and second VNR reports.



Stakeholder engagement in the process of 2030 Agenda
Implementation

The sectiors that follow present progressn multi-stakeholder engagement across aspectshaf 2030 Agenda
implementation Each suisection provides an ovelew of the importance of mukstakeholder engagementNR
reportingtrends, analysis of activities according to the Spectrum of Public Participatioarging good practice
and examples ofountry experiences.

Countryexperience

Recognizing the value of stakeholder engagement in Guy&2@19)
Ddz2 Iyl Qa +bw NBLR2NI KAIKE{AIKGE GKS 20SNItf OFfdzS 2

notes that engagement begins at the inception of policy debates and design. The country makespsaayhurpose
committees, workinggroups and other fora as part of its approach. The VNR report showcased the fiseddérm

committees, engagement with municipalities, the use of public forang engagement with development partners ar
umbrella organizations that represent the prieagector, civil societyouth, Indigenous peoples and direct partnershig

Institutional arrangements for the 2030 Agenda implementation

Governing and institutional arrangements fitre 2030 Agenda implementation are key entry paifdr multi-
stakeholder engagement in implementatiofhe primary responsibilities for governing bodies tend to include
overseeing and driving nationalization of the 2030 Agenda, policy alignment, coordination, implementation and
follow-up and reviewWhilethe form and function of such mechanisms varies across countrielsision of non

state actors in governance anaorkinglevel activities serves as a formal recognition of a whollesociety
approach tahe 2030 Agenda implementation and provides avenigestructured, institutionalized and therefer
iterative approaches to engagememiloreover, inclusion of notate actors in such mechanisms can facilitate
policy coherence, coordination anzbllaboration between different levels of government and witbn-state
actors.A 2017review by theUnited Nations Development ProgramrsBowed that @rticipatory coordination
mechanisms tend to promote greater ownership over efforts to realize sustainable development, which supports
implementation?*

Countryexperience
.SYyAyQa AyOtdaAAGS {GSSNAyYy3 /2Y2048iiSS F2NJ uwnon ! ISy
| SFRSR 06& GKS YAYA&aGSNI2F adlasS F2NILIXFYyyAy3d | yR R

includes representatives fromovernment, technical and financial partners, civil society, the Chamber of Commerc
LYRdzaGNEZT GKS bl GA2yFf 9YLI28SNRQ / 2dzyOAf X GKS [/ 2dz
2F adzy AOALN tf AGASa dertions3he Mssaciations 6f Diadl¥dP¢reébas a@She Youth Parliam
meets three times per year and is responsible for resource mobilization and overall guidance and oversight.

24 United Nations Development Programme. 20M&titutional and coordination mechanisms. Guidance Note on Facilitating Integration and Coherence for
SDG ImplementatioNew York: United Nations.
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/2478Institutional Coordination Mechanisms GuidanceNote.pdf
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How Member States report

Overall,VNR reports typicallgrovide information orgovernance arrangementtn 2019,all countries reporting
provided information on institutional arrangement®r implementing the 2030 Agenddnformation on
institutional arrangements fothe 2030 Agenda implementatiois alsoavailable for all countries reporting from

2016 to 2018rom VNR reports, as well as the additional efforts carried out by UN DESA to produce compendiums
on institutionalarrangementsinformation is not always consistdy presented on multstakeholder engagement

in institutional arrangements.For example, in 2018round 70% 32 of 46) of VNR reports providethis
informationwhile 86% 87 of 43 did so in 2017In 2019, information \&savailable for70% of countries33of 47).

Figure5. Percentage of countries reporting nanstate actor engagement imstitutional arranggements 20172019

2017 = 86% (37 of 43)
2018 = 70% (32 of 46)
2019 = 70% (33 of 47)

Engagement according to the Spectrum of Public Participation

Under theengagement spectrumparticipationin institutional arrangementstypically falls into two goals for
stakeholder engagemenginvolve and collabora& Examples in VNR reports where governance mechanisms and
institutional arralgements forthe 2030 Agenda implementatiorefer to engagement with nosstate actorsbut

y2i F2NXIf AyOfdzAaAiAzy ¢SNB f A-atatSaBtord participateya@artt & Bddvel L y &
commissions, councils or similstructures or participate in technical committees or working groups were listed
d aO2f tWhér@ MNRG rSpbrispoint to engagement with nostate actors through institutional
arrangements, they typically point to civil society, the private sector liputifficiak, and to a lesser extent,
academia parliamentarians and local government officials.

Figure 6. Main ways governments include +staite actors in institutional arrangements according to the Spectrum of Public

Participation
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Most countriesreporting to the HLPF from 2048 have included nostate actors in governance mechanisms
with the aim of collaboration or involvemeiiEigure?7). In 2016, 15 countrie®8%?3° referred to inclusion of non
state actors, four of which used multiple approaches (for example, inclusion iddvighas well as workinigvel
arrangements). In 20130 countries(70%)ollowed a similar approach, 15 of whiaked more than one avenue
for inclusion.In 2018, 33*" countries (72%) involved or collaborated withnon-state actors in governance
mechanismsnine of whicremployedmore than one approach. Finally, in 2083, countries(70%3® highlighted
inclusion in governance mechanisms,?32f which directly included nostate actors in institutional
arrangements.Guatemala, Ghana, Indonesia, Rwanda, and Tonga includegtaienactors in highlevel and
workinglevel arrangements.

Figure 7. Percentage of countries with reiate actors involved in
governance mechanisms
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Figure8 presents trend data in terms of reporting on nstate actor engagement in 2030 Agenda governance
mechanisms as a percentage of reporting countrieshows that roughlyne-third of countriesreport on the
inclusion ofnon-state actors in either higkevel and/or workingevelinstitutional arrangementsvVNR reports for
2019 $ow an increase in the number of countries reportieggagement througtworkinglevel institutional
arrangementsand a significant decline in eng@ment by government mechanisms, which may indicate that there
is movement towards more formal inclusion of rstate actorgn institutional arrangements.

2 Colombia, Egypt, Estonia, Finlafdance, Georgia, Germany, Madagascar, Mexico, Montenegro, Norway, Philippines, Samoa, South Korea

and Togo.

26 Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Belgium, Benin, Botswana, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Czech Republic, El Salvador, EthiopiaiGudteasalndorsia, Italy,

Jordan, Kenya, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Maldives, Nepal, Netherlands, Nigeria, Panama, Peru, Qatar, Sweden, Thailandmbadgweand Z

27 Albania, Armenia, Australia, Bahamas, Benin, Cabo Verde, Canada, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Greece, Hungary, Jaatsiaal Ehason,

Lithuania, Mali, Mexico, Namibia, Niger, Paraguay, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Singapore, Slovakia, Span Staid ahlPalestine, Switzerland, Togo

United Arab Emirates, and Uruguay.

2B TSNDFA2IYZEZ . 2&8YyAl YR I SNISI20Ay+FIT /FYO62RAIZ [ KFRZ | Ifad, fsrael Kazakhs@e = [ &
Kuwait, Lesotho, Mauritda, Mauritius, Mongolia, Oman, Pakistan, Palau, Philippines, Rwanda, Saint Lucia, SerblageStendonga, Tunisia, Turkey,

Turkmenistan, and Vanuatu.

29 All the countries lived in the previous foot note footnote 27, with the exception of Tonga



Figure 8. Inclusion of nestate actors in institutional arrangements
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Countryexperience
Inclusive participation in higHevel and workinglevelinstitutional arrangements in Thailand2017)

The National Committee for Sustainable Development is chaired by the prime minister in Thailand. Responsible f
formulation on the SDGs and monitoring implementation, the committee includes 37 members. Sixteen memb
from government institutios, three are from academia, and two each from civil society and the private sector. |
includes four independent experts on sustainable development.-cdmbmittees focus on planning, coordinatio
monitoring, awarenesgaising and developing an infoation system to support sustainable development and includ
larger number of stakeholders.

Local institutional arrangements in Paragug018)

To support 2030 Agenda implementation, Paraguay established 244 district and 17 provincistakehioldercouncils.
The councils provide an opportunity for natate actors to influence local development processes, including thrc
participatory processew develop local development plans.

Inclusion to leave no one behind in Saint Lu2819)

Saint[ dzOA | Gséctordl daiminitee that overseehe 2030 Agenda implementation was deliberately structured
ensure inclusion of all stakeholdeto leave no one behind. Gthaired by the Ministries responsible for Sustainal
Development and Economic Déepment, it is comprised of representatives from the private sector, academia, y¢
and civil society. It is also mandatory for the committee to engage with-Esited and communitipased organizations
LISNE2Yyad 6AGK RAAIOAT ApidiSazs ¢2YSyQa 3INRdzLJA | yR GKS

Member States engage with nestate actors that are notormally part of institutional arrangements several

ways For example, Germartyasformal dialogue mechanisms with federal stateghile Guatemaldas a system

of National Development Councils that support dialogue between governments at all leugsmbourg has
committed to engage the representative body for civil society (Conseil Supérieur pour un Développement Durable)
in the 2030 Agenda implemeation. Belgium, Qatar and Sri Lanka also refer to engagement with advisory bodies.
bAISNAIFIQa hFFAOS 2F GKS {SyA2N) { LISOALl f !O#gankations v {
Advisory Group.

UN DESAE



Outside these types of engagements with and in formal institutional arrangements, the review identified the use
of stakeholder forums and citizen councils as a means for partnership and engagement on the 2030 Agenda by
non-state actors. These institutioniaéd forms of stakeholder engagement are discussed below in the sections on
partnership and nationalizatigmespectively.

The review of countries that reported more than once to the HLPF does not indicate major changes in terms of
stakeholder engagemetn institutional arrangementsChis may reflect the limited time between reporting cycles.

Lessons learned

The review of VNR reports highlights emerging good practioacerningthe inclusion of norstate actors in
institutional arrangements fothe 2030 Agenda implementation. The inclusion of rstate actors in formal
governance arrangements an example of good practice fhe 2030 Agenda implementatiothat promotes
transparency among stakeholders, inclusivdityd an iterative form of mukstakeholder engagementFormal
inclusion of a range of nestate actors¢ including civil society, the private sector, government officials,
parliamentarians, local governments, trade unions, youth and historically marginalized grigsipsneaningful

way to ensure a wholef-society approach to implementation that is inclusive, coherent and coordinated.
Strategies to ensure broad participation are emerging, withntriesincluding norstate actors at different levels

of coordination and implementation, such as at the highest levels of government, in working groups or technical
committees and at the local level.

Awareness-raising

Awarenesgaisingserves as first stepin engaging stakeholders in t1#030 Agenda implementation. provides
the basis for informing citizens of commitmengeneratingbroad-based ownership over the goadmd supporting
localization of implementatiomwarenesgaisingcancontribute to mobilizing public support and efforts towards
sustainable developmeniVhile an important initial stepawarenesgaising is an ongoing element tife 2030
Agenda implemerdtion and part of an iterative approach to stakeholder engagement.

Phota UNDP Benin
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