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APPENDIX.

The following correspondence , in 1774 , between Samuel Holden Parsons and

Silas Dean , of this State , and Pelatiah Webster , of Philadelphia , was handed the

author of this work by S. H. Parsons , Esq ., of Hartford , (a grandson of Gen.

Parsons,) which letters contain some important facts never before published;
particularly the plan adopted to procure a country at the west, to which the whigs,
in case of a war with Great Britain , and a defeat should ensue , might retreat
from New England , for their (then) future safety.

A LETTER FROM PELATIAH WEBSTER.

Philadelphia , 2d April , 1774.

Mr . Silas Dean,
Sir, —I received your favor of 21st ult . , per post , and note its contents . My

knowledge of the Virginia settlements on the Ohio is not perfect, but on the best
information I can get, and which I think I have no reason to doubt the truth of
the facts, are as follows, viz. : 1st. The several charters formerly made to the

Virginia company , have been all at sundry times, surrendered to the crown.
They now are a royal government , the limits of which are ascertained by the
commission of their Governor , or instructions he receives from the crown ; and

all lands within those limits , not private property , belong to the crown, and are
granted by the Governor pursuant to such instructions , general or special, as he
receives from the crown . 2d. The government of Virginia have lately erected
two new countries extending beyond the Alleghany mountains ; the one (called
Fin Castle .) covering the great tract of land through which the grand Conaway
runs ; the other covers the several rivers which have their conflux at or near fort

Pitt to a vast extent . 3d. The lands within these two countries are granted by the
Governor of Virginia to the officers, &c., who served in the late American expe¬
ditions , and to none others . 4th . The government of Virginia have granted all
necessary commissions of peace and militia, within both said countries, some of
which are given to persons residing at fort Pitt and its neighborhood. 5th . The
Virginians consider all the crown lands, (i. e.) lands not granted to any other
colony , as belonging to their jurisdiction ; and that Maryland and Pennsylvania
on one side, and both the Carolinas and Georgia on the other, are carved out of

their province ; but all the lands contiguous , which have not been granted , do
still belong to them in right of their being the oldest colony, Sic.  I shall soon be
more perfectly informed of these matters . I lately suggested the importance of
such information to Dr . Johnson , but he did not seem immediately to apprehend
it, so it was neglected.
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As to the expediency of sending a party on discovery to Mississippi, &c., I do
not see any advantage that can arise from it at present . It is in my opinion most
vain to attempt any settlement westward of Pennsylvania , without first making
a fast lodgement on the Delaware and Susquehannah . Such a lodgement you
have already on the east branch of the Susquehannah , which I apprehend our
proprietors , or Assembly, have no present thought of disturbing , and which you
ought to increase and strengthen as soon, and as much as possible. The lands on
the west branch of Susquehannah , are mostly granted and settled by grantors of
our proprietors , and worth from 20 shillings to 80 shillings per acre ; but of such
doubtful title, that if your colony had a land office open here, most of those
patentees would apply and purchase your colony right , at 1 shilling or 2 shillings
per acre, which would soon fill your treasury with cash to an amount of many
thousands sterling, and enable you, without being burdensome to your own
colony ’s company, to make a very respectable figure wherever you may be dis¬
posed to appear . The western lands within your latitude , from the Alleghany
mountains to the sources of the Missouri river , 500 miles west of the Mississippi,
have been sufficiently explored already , to put it past doubt that they are the
finest lands, and most healthy climate in the universe , and naturally secure of the
advantages of the most extensive inland navigation , and will in time be the seat
of grand population in America, from whence the numerous legions must issue
that will give law to the whole land ; from which it is easy to foresee the advan¬
tages that will accrue to New England , from having a settlement of their own sons
extending through that vast region of 150 miles wide, (for if you succeed you
may be assured Boston stands ready to extend their width to the Smith sea also,
which with yours will make a breadth of 150 miles at least) . These ideas are
indeed vast, and will, therefore , without any regard to their natural probability,
be treated as chimerical ; but if sagely weighed, must be allowed of great moment
and importance . Another century will begin to realise them ; all our grand
children will see them ; the authority and influence of Great Britain , or any other
part of the earth over America, will lessen fast till it dwindles into nothing.
Therefore I apprehend any application to Great Britain , further than just to keep
up appearances and delay , their decisions to be altogether needless ; and not
needless only, but very improper . I lament the strong opposition made in Con¬
necticut , to attempt to settle and secure these vast western lands ; but one advan¬
tage will arise from them —they lull our proprietors asleep, who cease to exert
themselves against you ; firmly expecting your divisions will do their business.
But all these matters are too much for a letter . I wish I could see you before
your next Assembly meets . You must come to New York on spring business.
Can ’t you come as far as Philadelphia ? I have straw and provinder at your
service. I am, Sir , your most obedient,

humble servant,
PELATIAH WEBSTER.

P . S. Fort Augusta , half a mile south -east of the conflux of the east and
west branches of the Susquehannah is by exact observation, in latitude 40° 53 :32;
fort Durkee , at Wyoming , in 41° 14 : 27 ; of Buffalo creek, 41° 1, as taken by
Mr. Samuel Wallace , a gentleman of great merit and well known to the Wyo¬
ming people, who is now going up with very accurate instruments to take
the latitude 42°, in order to ascertain ; how lar north you extend ; and offers the
use of his instruments to any gentleman you will appoint to attend him. I think
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it of consequence to take the exact latitude of the mouth of Maromack river,
which I take to be your southern bounds, as the commissioners in 1669, con¬
firmed your line so far ; if so, and the mouth of Maromack river is in north
latitude 40° 46, as generally computed ; the conflux of the two branches of the
Susquehannah is 8 miles north of your southern line. My best compliments to
Messrs. Dyer , Johnson , Strong , and all your company . The Ohio has English
settlements from the mouth of Conaway up to Kittanning , 300 miles, who gen¬
erally claim under Virginia, and call themselves Virginians ; but by what partic¬
ular title they hold I don’t certainly know ; the government of Virginia protects
them, but whether that government really claims higher up than 41°, the utmost
northern extent of any charter they ever had, is uncertain . I should be obliged if
you will keep me advised of the most material occurrences relative to this im¬
portant subject . Though I have no interest , yet I have a curiosity somewhat
anxious to know the step you are taking . I will pay you in any kind of advices
which you may need, and I can procure from this city.

I am, &c.
PELATIAH WEBSTER.

FROM SILAS DEAN TO S. H. PARSONS.
Wethersfield , April 13, 1774.

Dear Sir, —1 have this moment wrote Mr . Bishop and the Speaker , per
post, to meet the 22d inst ., in order to choose members for the Congress, and
have left it uncertain as to place—saying that Middletown or Wethersfield may
be the place as most agreeable to the committee . You will see Capt . Trumbull,
to whom communicate this ; and though I am not over solicitous as to the place,
am unwilling to meet at Middletown , and hope you will prefer Wethersfield, or
even Hartford . The reasons I have for calling a meeting , are these : The south¬
ern colonies appear ardently engaged , to confer together , and to form one gene¬
ral plan for future action and proceeding. It is judged by all of the greatest
importance ; the calling of town meetings is growing fast into fashion in the
colony ; the consequent diversity , and in some instances , perhaps , inconsistency
and absurdity of their resolves, will soon throw us into a scene of confusion,
and gradually sink all proceedings of this kind into contempt . While fixing the
attention of the public on so rational , manly , and promising a mode of proceed¬
ing, as that of a general conference, will calm their minds, and they will be
ready to receive , and comply with whatever may be advised them by such assem¬
bly ; and in the mean time they will be kept from forming those narrow , partial,
and indigested resolves, which they otherwise may come into, and grow fond of,
from principle paternal , though from no other , and be averse to exchange them
even for better , or the best possible to be invented.

I have wrote to Portsmouth , Newport , Boston, New York , New Jersey , Phila¬
delphia, Maryland , and Virginia , and inclosed the needful , which has cost me
much time, beside clerk hire in copying ; fori could not well make one letter
answer as a circular for all, as our correspondence with them is various , as well
as their situations and tempers. Boston, in sending out their solemn league and
covenant, before they have consulted any other colony in the affair, is, in my
humble opinion, very wrong, totally and absolutely so ; as it is directly con¬
trary to every principle of good reason and sound policy, to apply partial means
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to remedy a general evil, or to take measures on a subject so universal Jand im¬
portant , equally interesting to all, without consulting all. Good steps, and the
best meant endeavors , so taken and pursued , lose greatly , and are often as fatal
to the cause, as the very worst that can be taken . But their present distracted
situation must atone for their errors, and we must do the best we can , for and
with them . I am fully persuaded the ministry design to seize on some of the
Boston leaders, and try them capitally in Great Britain ; if so, (and Lord North ’s
speech in Parliament fully points out such a design,) will they submit to go like
prisoners of the holy office, to a distant country , to take their trial ; or will they
have the spirit to die like men, and sell their lives as dearly as they can , leaving
to posterity their testimony, sealed with their blood, that death is to be preferred
to slavery . I fear we are degenerated ; but this is nothing more than what our
ancestors actually did for us, and for liberty . This town met on Thursday , this
week ; they are spirited . But Sheriff Williams , in his boiling zeal, has almost
preached them to death ; he neglects serving writs or levying executions , and is
now so hoarse that he can only whisper, but his desire of communicating is no
way abated , which, were the subject less interesting than it is, would render
him a diverting figure.

My design in our meeting, is, if possible, to carry only two points : 1st. Ap¬
prove of the resolves of the Assembly, in a strong style, and order them to be
preserved as parcel of our records, to oblige our people now and hereafter , with
ready access to them on all occasions. 2d. To anticipate the general constitution,
by giving now our proportion to the relief of Boston, to be raised in an equal
way, by subscription ; each one entering against his name so much on the grand
list as he has a mind to give, whether it be one penny or more on the pound.

I have wrote a long letter to our friend E. Hazard , a copy of which is enclos¬
ed, and after perusal , you will return to me, as I have no other. To which wild
scheme, as you may freely call it without offence to me, I subjoin this alterna¬
tive—that if tracing the river Mississippi so far up be considered as too remote
and laborious, that we attempt the south - west corner of lake Erie , which will
be less so, and may answer our purpose quite as well, if it succeed. Had the
memorial been granted , and we seriously pursued it , one of these places must
have been the spot for our first beginning on ; and ten thousand pounds will go
so fur in making the experiment of a settlement on either place, that if it answer
our expectations , wo may easily obtain partners able to carry it on. Is it impos¬
sible, while the crown and its slaves are busy in quarreling with the old colonics,
to fix such a lodgement at one or the other of those places, that let the affairs of
America turn as they will , we may be secure in our possessions ? There is now
six thousand , and in less than one year , there will bo ten thousand inhabitants
at Susquehannah . This settlement had every discouragement and obstacle that
we can possibly meet with , and some that we may most probably avoid. Dis¬
owned every government ; persecuted with fire and sword by one of the most
powerful ; unsupported by any proprietaries of wealth , or influence , and so
wretchedly poor themselves , that the place was an asylum from the gaol, or on
assignment in service to most of them ; yet this has thus increased in about
three or four years , and will in all probability soon become an opulent and popu.
lous plantation . Can we not start on as good grounds and better , though dis-
owned by government ? We shall have none to contend with on our first settling
down ; and put the case—the American difficulties—if they should last but four
or five years , and there is not , in my view, the least prospect of their ending in
twice that time, we may have without charge to ourselves, at least two thousand
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men able to bear arms , with their families on the spot . Then , I say, let the
affairs of America turn as they will, we may be secure ; for if arbitrary measures
are still pursued , whatever success the arms of these tyrants may meet with,
they will not in that time subdue the tempers of the colonists , so but that it will
require all their attention to keep up the appearance of submission ; which is all
they can ever hereafter expect in America . And such a proceeding on their
part will cause many to fly to any place that will afford them peace, and a
tolerable competency for support ; so that unobserved or beyond the power of
their immediate attention , our plantation in ten years may bo some thousand
strong ; and by a properly humane and timely hospitable treatment of the
natives , have some powerful tribes in our allegiance and friendship . Should,
as I observed, arbitrary and coercive measures be pursued , this may the more
readily be effected . And on the other hand , we are not to expect lenient and
conciliating measures on other terms than a general alteration of the whole
system of American government , by the repeal of all revenue laws now in
being, enacted by the parliament of Great Britain ; and in lieu thereof , have a
new but an equivalent code formed by a Parliament of our own, with a Lord
Lieutenant at their head, or some alteration similar ; for I have not the least
prospect , even in idea, that Great Britain will ever condescend to give up their
right of taxing America , without fixing some hold on us, in their view equally
binding . And indeed should they now repeal the tea act , and restore Boston to
the state they once were in, we all know it would have no decisive effect as to
ending the dispute . The post office, and the admiralty judges , would be our
next grievances , and would doubtless be productive of as serious consequences.
Now as a general system, either of tyrannical , arbitrary , and despotic govern,
ment , supported by the sword, or some civil constitution adopted, to take in the
whole continent , must take place soon ; that is, within ten years at farthest.
Wo have no great to fear , situated in that inland country , from the former , after
we have got but two thousand men.

[The remainder of the letter is not to be found .]

FROM SILAS DEAN TO S. H . PARSONS.
Wethersfield , 21st of June , 1774.

Dear Sir, —Yours I received per post . The proposed meeting of the com.
mittee is laid aside, and I have wrote accordingly to Messrs. Bishop and Silli-
man . We had last Thursday a town meeting , and yesterday there was one at
Hartford ; the result of each of which you will have a sketch of in the papers.
I like well to have the people spirited , and to give proof of it ; but confess I do
not so well approve of any town ’s striking out a plan of their own, as it is next
to impossible but that they should be in some degree inconsistent with each
other ; but I have said the same thing to you before—so will drop the subject.
Ifyou see Col. Williams , I pray you to get a copy of his journal of our appoint,
ment , May, 1773 ; and of the resolution of the House last session, respecting
the Congress . I am in haste,

Sir , yours , &c.
S . DEAN.
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DEPOSITIONS TAKEN IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE BATTLE OF
LEXINGTON , CONCORD , &c.

Concord , April 23 , 1775.
I , Timothy Minot, Jr ., of Concord , on the 19th day of this inst ., (April ) after

that I had heard of the regular troops firing upon Lexington men, and fearing
hostilities might be commenced at Concord , thought it my incumbent duty to
secure my family. After I had secured my family—sometime after that—
returning towards my own dwelling , and finding that the bridge on the northern
part of said Concord was guarded by regular troops , being a spectator of what
had happened at said bridge ; declare that the regular troops stationed on said
bridge, after they saw the men that were collected on the westerly side of said
bridge, marched towards said bridge, then the troops returned towards the
easterly side of said bridge , and formed themselves , as I thought , for a regular
fight ; after that they fired one gun , then two or three more, before the men that
were stationed on the westerly part of said bridge fired upon them.

TIMOTHY MINOT , Jr.
Sworn before us, William Reed, Jonathan Hastings , John Cummings , Dun¬

can Ingraham , Justices of the Peace.
Sworn by Nathaniel Gorham , Notary Public.
Middlesex, April 23, 1775.

Medford , April 25 , 1775.
I , Edward Thoraton Gould, of his Majesty’s own regiment of foot, being of

lawful age , do testify and declare, that on the evening of the 18th inst ., under
the order of Gen . Gage , I embarked with the light infantry and grenadiers of
the line, commanded by Col. Smith , and landed on the marsh of Cambridge,
from whence we proceeded to Lexington . On our arrival at that place, wo saw
a body of provincial troops, armed to the number of about 60 or 70 men. On
our approach they dispersed, and soon after firing began, but which party fired
first, I cannot exactly say , as our troops rushed on shouting and huzzaing previ.
ous to the firing, which was continued by our troops so long as any of the
provincials were to be seen . From thence we marched to Concord . On a hill
near the entrance of the town , we saw another body of provincials assembled ;
the light infantry company were ordered up the hill to disperse them ; on our
approach they retreated towards Concord ; the grenadiers continued the road
under the hill towards the town . Six companies of light infantry were ordered
down to take possession of the bridge, which the provincials retreated over ;
the company I commanded was one of three companies of the above detach¬
ment , went forwards about two miles ; in the mean time the provincial troops
returned to the number of about 300 or 400. We drew up on the Concord side
of the bridge ; the provincials came down upon us, upon which we engaged, and
gave the first fire. This was the first engagement after the one at Loxington.
Continued firing from both parties lasted through the whole day . I myself was
wounded at the attack of the bridge , and am now treated with the greatest
humanity , and taken all possible care of by the provincials at Medford.

EDWARD THORATON GOULD.
Sworn before Thaddeus Mason, Josiah Johnson , Simon Tufts , Justices of the

Peace.
Sworn before Nathaniel Gorham , Notary Public.
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Lexington , April 23 , 1775.
I , James Barrett , of Concord , colonel of a regiment of militia , in the county of

Middlesex, do testify and say, that on Wednesday morning last , about day break,
I was informed of the approach of a number of the regular troops to the town of
Concord , where were some magazines belonging to this province, and where
there was assembled some of the militia of this and the neighboring towns ;
when I ordered them to march to the north bridge, (so callod) which they had
passed, and were taking up . I ordered said militia to march to said bridge and
pass the same, but not to fire on the King’s troops unless they were first fired
upon . Wc advanced near said bridge , when the said troops- fired upon our
militia , and killed two men dead on the spot , and wounded several others;
which wus the first firing of guns in the town of Concord . My detachment
then returned the fire, which killed and wounded several of the King’s troops.

JAMES BARRETT.
Sworn before us, Jonathan Hastings , Duncan Ingraham , Justices of the Peace.
Sworn before Nathaniel Gorham , Notary Public.

Wo, Nathan Barrett , captain ; Jonathan Farrer , Joseph Butler , and Francis
Wheeler , lieutenants ; John Barrett , ensign ; John Brown, Silas Walker,
Ephraim Melvin, Nathan Buttrick , Stephen Ilosmer , Jr ., Samuel Burnett,
Thomas Jones , Joseph Chandler , Peter Wheeler , Nathan Pierco, and Edward
Richard , Jr ., all of Concord , in the county of Middlesex, in the province of
Massachusetts Bay, of lawful age, testily and declare, that on Wednesday, the
19th inst ., about an hour after sun rise , wo assembled on a hill near the meeting
house, in Concord aforesaid, in consequence of information that a number of
regular troops had killed six of our countrymen at Lexington , and were on
their march to said Concord ; and about an hour afterward we saw them ap¬
proaching to the number, as we imagined of about 1,200 ; on which wo retreated
to a hill about eighty rods hack, and the aforesaid troops then took possession
of a hill where we were first posted. Presently after this wc saw them moving
towards the north bridge, about one mile from said meeting house ; we then
immediately went before them , and passed the bridge just beforo a party of
them, to the number of about 200 arrived ; they there left about one half of
theso 200 at the bridge, and proceeded with the rest towards Col. Barrett ’s,
about two miles from the said bridge ; we then seeing several fires in tho town,
thought our houses were in danger , and immediately marched back towards said
bridge ; and the troops who wero stationed there , observing our approach,
marched back over the bridge , and then took up some of the planks . We then
hastened our steps toward the bridge , and when wo had got near the bridge
they fired on our men, first three guns one after the other , and then a consider¬
able number more ; upon which , and not before, (having orders from our com¬
manding officer not to fire till wo wero fired upon, ) we fired upon tho regulars,
and they retreated . At Concord , and on their retreat through Lexington , they
plundered many houses ; burnt three at Lexington , together with a shop and a
barn , and committed damage more or less to almost every house from Concord
to Charlestown.

(Signed)
Samuel Barrett , Thomas Jones , Joseph Chandler , Peter Wheeler , Nathan

Pierce , Edward Richardson , John Barrett , John Brown , Silas Walker , Ephraim
69
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Melvin , Nathan Butlrick , Stephen IJosmer , Jr ., Nathan Barrett , Jonathan
Farrar , Joseph Butler , Francis Wheeler.

Sworn before Jonathan Hastings , John Cummings , Duncan Ingraham,
Justices of the Peace.

Sworn before Nathaniel Gorham , Notary Public.

Lexington , April 23 , 1775.
We , John Hoar , John Whitehead , Abraham Garfield, Benjamin Monroe,

Isaac Park , William Hosmer , John Adams, and Gregory Stone , all of Lincoln,
in the county of Middlesex, Massachusetts Bay, all of lawful age, do testify and
say, that on Wednesday last , we were assembled at Concord , in the morning of
said day, in consequence of information received , that a brigade of regular
troops were on their march to the said town of Concord , who had killed six
men at the town of Lexington . About an hour afterwards we saw them ap¬
proaching to the number, as we apprehended , of about 1,200 ; on which we
retreated to a hill about eighty rods back, and the said troops then took posses¬
sion of the hill where we were first posted . Presently after this we saw the
troops moving towards the north bridge, about one mile from the said Concord
meeting house ; we then immediately went before them , and passed the bridge
just before a party of them to the number of about 200 arrived ; they there left
about one half of their 200 at the bridge, and proceeded with the rest towards
Col. Barrett ’s, about two miles from the said bridge ; wo then seeing several
fires in the town , thought tho houses in Concord were in danger , and inarched
toward the said bridge ; and the troops who were stationed there observing our
approach , inarched back over tho bridge, and then took up some of the plank.
We then hastened our march towards the bridge , and when we had got near
the bridge, they fired on our men, first three guns one after the other , and then
a considerable number more, and then , and not before, (having orders from our
commanding officers not to fire till we were fired upon, ) we fired upon the
regulars , and they retreated . On their retreat through this town , (Lexington)
to Charlestown , they ravaged and destroyed private property , and burnt three
houses, one barn , and one shop.

(Signed)
John Hoar , John Whitehead , Abraham Garfield , Benjamin Monroe, Isaac

Park , William Hosmer , John Adams, Gregory Stone.
Sworn before William Reed, John Cummings , Jonathan Hastings , Justices

of the Peace.
Sworn before Nathaniel Gorham , Notary Public.

Lexington , April 23, 1775.
We, Joseph Butler and Ephraim Melvin, do testify and declare, that when

the regular troops fired on our people at the north bridge in Concord , is related
in the foregoing depositions , they shot one, and wo believe two of oar people
before we fired a single gun at them.

JOSEPH BUTLER,
EPHRAIM MELVIN.
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COPY OF A LETTER TO GREAT BRITAIN.
April 26 , 1775.

By the Governor and Company of the colony of Connecticut , in General
Assembly, convened at Hartford , 26th of April, 1775. To the people of Great
Britain.

Whereas on the 19th day of April, 1775, a number of the inhabitants of the
Massachusetts Bay, and also a number of the King’s troops in that province , were
killed by their firing on each other, in consequence of which, a genural alarm
has taken place through all the colonies, and a very great army of Americans
are collected near Boston, to oppose force to force. And whereas it is credibly
reported to us, that depositions are taken and transmitted to Great Britain,
affirming and shewing that the Americans were the aggressors, and began
the fire :—Be it known , that a brigade of about 1,000 of the King ’s troops
marched, in the night following the 18th, from Boston to Lexington , twelve
miles, and there found in the morning following about 50 Americans collected
for military exercise, without any knowledge that soldiers were near them, and
accosted them with most profane and opprobrious language , and commanded
them instantly to disperse ; which they obeyed, and began to disperse ; but at
the same time the King’s troops fired upon them, and repeated the fire a second
time, and killed 8 men on the spot, before any fire was returned , and then but one
American opened on them. And is it then possible to believe, that such a hand¬
ful would expose themselves to certain death , by beginning a fire on such a body
of well-armed troops ? And it is declared by every voice, and universally believed
to be without the least doubt or hesitation , that the firing began in manner afore¬
said, which may and will certainly be proved and attested by irrefragable evi¬
dence. This Assembly is firmly persuaded that this is the truth . And it is
earnestly requested that if any of the nation doubts, they will suspend their
belief, till evidence be received, which must convince every rational ifiind, that
said troops were first in hostilities ; such evidence will be transmitted as soon as
possible ; but it is impossible for this Assembly, at such a distance, to obtain it
immediately.

May , 1775.
In the Lower House , Mr. Hosmer , Col. Wolcott , Col. Elderkin , and Mr. Stur-

ges were appointed a committee , with such gentlemen as the Senate appointed,
to consider what intelligence, papers, and documents were material and neces¬
sary to be transmitted to the Continental Congress, then sitting in Philadelphia.
Also, what matters and things relative to the transactions at Boston, it was ex¬
pedient to make public, and report.

Report of the committee :—To the Honorable the General Assembly, now
sitting in Hartford . We, your Honor ’s committee to consider what intelligence,
papers, and documents are material and necessary to be transmitted and commu¬
nicated to the Continental Congress, now sitting at Philadelphia ; and likewise
what matters and things relative to the late hostile transactions , it is expedient
to make public—beg leave to report our opinion.

First , That it is material and necessary, that copies of the letter wrote by the
Governor to Gen . Gage, at the request and in behalf of the Assembly, and of
Gen . Gage’s answer to said letter , and of his narration of the proceedings of the
troops on the 18th and 19th of April last, accompanied with a letter from this
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Assembly, should be prepared and transmitted to Col . E . Dyer , Roger Sherman,
and Silas Dean , delegates in the Continental Congress, as soon as may be. The
narrative from the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts Bay, and the deposi¬
tions taken by and received from them, being, as we are well informed , already
sent to said Continental Congress, we are of opinion it is not necessary to for¬
ward from hence.

Secondly, That a concise and true narration of the late hostile attack , made
by the troops under the command of Gen/ Gage , upon the inhabitants of the
province of the Massachusetts Bay, with the depositions to support and confirm
the same, should be prepared for the press, and printed and dispersed through this
colony. And we further beg leave to submit it to the consideration of the As¬
sembly, whether it would not answer some good purpose , if the narrative of
said transactions received from Gen . Gage, were printed and published with the
narrative and proofs aforesaid.

Per order, J . PIAMLIN.

THE PETITION OF CAPT . DELAPLACE,
A miSONER TAKEN AT TICONDEROGA, BY COL. ETHAN ALLEN, AND SENT TO HARTFORD,

IN MAY, 1775 .

Tho Memorial of William Delaplaco, a captain in His Majesty’s 26th regi¬
ment , and commandant of the fort and garrion of Ticonderoga , in behalf of
himself and tho officers and soldiers under his command , beg leave to represent
our difficult situation to your Honors , and petition for redress.

Your memorialist would represent , that on the morning of the 10th of May,
the garrison of tho fortress of Ticonderoga ., in the province of New York , was
surprised by a party of armed men, under the command of one Ethan Allen,
consisting of about 150, who had taken such measures so effectually to surprise
the same, that very little resistance could be made, and to whom your memori¬
alists were obliged to surrender as prisoners ; and overpowered by a superior
force, were disarmed, and by said Allen ordered immediately to be sent to Hart¬
ford, in the colony of Connecticut , where your memoralists now are detained as
prisoners of war, consisting of officers, and 47 private soldiers, of His Majesty’s
troops, besides women and children.

That your memorialists being ignorant of any crime by them committed,
whereby they should bo thus taken and held ; also aro ignorant by what authority
said Allen thus took them , or that they are thus detained in a strange country,
and at a distance from the post assigned them , they know not in what light
they are considered by your Honors , consequently know not what part to act >
would therefore ask your Honors ’ interposition and protection , and ordor that
they be set at liberty , to return to the post from whence they were taken , or to
join tho regiment to which they belong ; or if they are considered in the light
of prisoners of war, your Honors would be pleased to signify the same to them,
and by whom they are detained ; and that your Honors would afford us your
favor and protection during the time we shall tarry in the colony, and your me¬
morialist shall ever pray.

Dated at Hartford , the 24th day of May, A . D. 1775.
WILLIAM DELAPLACE , Captain,

Commandant of Ticonceroga 0
[The General Assembly had no action upon the petition .]
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FORTIFICATIONS AT NEW LONDON.

On the 13th of May , 1775, G. Saltonstall , Deshon, and Mumford, Esq’rs.,
who had been appointed by the Assembly to devise the best method for securing,
defending , and protecting the sea coast in the colony, with the ports and ship¬

ping—stated in their report , that they fouiid the battery at New London in a
ruinous condition , with four new 18 pounders, and two new 12 pounders, with
several other small old cannon , upon which no dependence could be placed ;

and proposed to the Assembly , to provide fourteen more new cannon , 24 pound¬
ers, to defend the port and shipping at New London . Tho committee advised,
not that the twenty -four now cannon should be planted in one battery , but to
place them in diverse places , where their forces would be divided, and their

attention brought to different batteries at tho same time, and of course render
the attack of the enemy of less importance to us, and the resistance from the
different points of much greater advantage . And proposed to mountfive cannon
at Mamacock , in New London , on the west side of the harbor , and five at Gro¬

ton , on the east side, nearly opposite to Mamacock ; and ten of the heaviest
cannon to be mounted on the high bank on Winthrop ’s Neck , fronting south to
the entrance of the harbor , and near the middle of it . At that particular junc¬
ture , they deferred giving an opinion as to securing the sea coast and shipping,
m any other manner than by making New London port an asylum for the ships,
but referred it to the wisdom of the General Assembly.

GOVERNOR TRUMBULL ’S LETTER.

A letter to Eliphalet Dyer , Roger Sherman , and Silas Dean, Esq ’rs., by
Jonathan Trumbull , Governor of Connecticut , dated

Hartford , July 7th , 1775.

Gentlemen, —I received your joint letter of the 26th and Mr. Sherman ’s of tho
28th of June , and am now to acquaint you that the General Assembly, which
met here on Saturday last , have agreed to augment our troops with two regi¬
ments of 700 men each, who will be raised and sent forward to join the conti¬

nental army before Boston, with all possible despatch . It was much wished we
could have had the advice and direction of Congress , before we took this step;

but it was thought that the delay of obtaining that direction , would be too great
in the present critical situation of our affairs, and we hope it may meet the ap¬

probation of Congress . As the expense we are daily incurring is so very great,
we should be extremely glad to find that the continental currency is in such
forwardness as to be applied to the purpose of equipping and furnishing these

troops ; should this be the case, you will be so good as to apply for the money,
and forward it to me with all despatch . VVe estimate the present expense at
£40,000 . It will be so much more convenient and less expensive for our troops

stationed at New York , by order of Congress , to be supplied with provisions,
&c., by New York , than from us, that we hope the Congress will direct tho
convention of that province to furnish them during their residence there , in the
same manner as this colony has agreed to do—less than we have engaged them,

I need not tell you, will by no means give them satisfaction.
We were a little surprised that so large a requisition of moneyy especially , was

made upon us in favor of Gen. Schuyler , when it is known how much we have
already exhausted ourselves ; and we cannot suspect but that the money might

have been raised with great ease in a short time, either in Philadelphia or New
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York . However that nothing in our power might bo omitted to promote tho
service , the Assembly have agreed to advance him £ 15,000, knowin g the ina.
bility of other colonies with respect to the other article , we should very gladly
have complied with the full requisition , but it was impossible. We have done
all that we could, and are only sorry that we could do no more.

I cannot tell you that we are all well pleased with the arrangement , made by
Congress , of the general officers. We wish the order, &c., adopted with our
generals had been preferred , and fear Gen’s. Wooster and Spencer will think
they have reason to complain. Indeed we should have rather expected that a
matter of so much delicacy would have been first submitted to the approbation of
the Assembly, before it was finally fixed. However, we will do the best we can
to prevent its being any prejudice to the service.

JONATHAN TRUMBULL.
P , S. I am now further desired, by the Assembly, to acquaint you that

Gen’s. Wooster and Spencer are held in great estimation by them, and by tho
officers and troops under their command. And from the intelligence lately
received from the army , they are under some apprehensions that great inconven¬
ience will be the consequence of the alteration made by the Congre-ss, in iho
rank and station of those generals . At the same time they have the highest
sense of Gen. Putnam ’s singular merit and services ; and request , if it be prac¬
ticable , that some method may bo devised to obviate the difficulties that aro
apprehended.

Mr. James Dean , the bearer of this , is lately returned from a mission among
the tribes of Indians in Canada . His information appears to us of importance ;
we have therefore employed him on this journey , that he may communicate his
intelligence to the Congress.

J . TRUMBULL.
To Eliphalet Dyer , Roger Sherman , and Silas Dean , Esq’rs.

GEN . SPENCER SUPERSEDED BY GEN . PUTNAM.
July , 1775.

Soon after Congress had superseded Gen. Spencer , by the appointment of
Gen. Putnam to tho office of major general in tho American army, it was appar¬
ent that it gave great offence to Gen. Spencer , and many of the officers and
soldiers under his command, so much so that the officers of the army, at Rox-
bury, in Massachusetts , made a representation to the General Assembly of Con¬
necticut , respecting the arrangement of general officers. And the Assembly, in
July , 1775, appointed a committee, of which Matthew Griswold, Esq ., was
chairman , to take said representation into consideration . The committee to
obviate the inconvenience that might arise from the alteration made by Con¬
gress in the rank of Gen’s. Wooster , Spencer, and Putnam , which had caused so
great uneasiness to Gen . Spencer , and the officers more immediately under his
command, reported—

That the Governor of Connecticut , in behalf of said Assembly, should bo
desired to confer with , and acquaint Congress with the estimation in which
Gen’s. Wooster and Spencer were held by tho Assembly, and the officers and
troops under their command ; that they had been so far overlooked in the ap¬
pointment of general officers by them, and of the probable inconvenience that
might ensue ; and at the same time to testify their sense of the singular merit of
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Gen- Putnam , and request Congress , if practicable , to devise some method of
obviating the difficulties apprehended . Also to desire the Governor to acquaint
Gen. Spencer of said application in his behalf , and conjure him, by the love of
his country , to call to mind the signal affection of his country to him, so often
testified, and request Gen. Spencer not to precipitately resign his command,
which would distress the troops , attached to him by the warmest affection and
duty , and give great dissatisfaction and anxiety to his country , which had
placed and continued to place high confidence in his wisdom, prudence , integrity,
and military skill . Gen . Spencer went to Roxbury the first in command of the
Connecticut forces, and had continued so, respected by his officers, and loved by
his soldiers, until he was degraded from the rank he held, by the appointment of
Gen. Putnam over him, by Congress . Though the appointments of Generals
Washington and Lee were perfectly satisfactory to the Connecticut troops, yet
Gen. Spencer ’s men had too much military pride to see their general degraded
by the appointment of Gen . Putnam , who had held an inferior rank in the
army . Therefore , S. H . Parsons , John Tyler , S. Prentice , Return J . Meigs, H.
Champion, Jr ., and about forty -five others , officers and principal men in the
Connecticut troops , stated to the General Assembly of Connecticut , that the
appointment of Gen. Putnam would and must force Gen. Spencer from the
army ; and that the procedure they apprehended would be injurious to the
morals , good order, and discipline of the troops ; and most earnestly intreated
the Assembly to use evory exertion with Congress , to prevent Gen . Spencer’s
being superseded , and to satisfy his troops.

EFFECT OF THE EMBARGOES.
July , 1775.

The embargoes, which had been laid by this colony, and prevented the ex¬
porting from this State , might have conduced to the safety of it in supplying
the Connecticut troops , and its inhabitants ; yet while it afforded these comforts,
it operated most destructively upon the vessels owned in the colony, which
were long laid up and useless , decayed , destroyed by worms, and suffered to rot
at the wharves ; while the large quantities of provisions that had been purchased
for exportation were either sold at such prices as the commissaries chose to
pay, or remained on the hands of the owners , much of which was ruined and
became a total loss, with large bills of expense for storage . Frequent petitions
were preferred to the General Assembly during the war, to be relieved from the
burthens imposed upon importers , by the different embargoes that were laid
upon the people of the colony and State , yet the love of country and a desire to
shake off the British yoke , induced the inhabitants to endure , with Christian
patience , every hardship of a most unjust , oppressive , and unequal war.

WATERBURY TORIES.
October , 1775.

To the Honorable General Assembly, to be holden at New Haven , on the 2d
Thursday of October, A . D. 1775.

The memorial of the subscribers , inhabitants of Waterbury , within the limits
of the military company , or train band, under the command of Capt . Hezekiah
Brown, humbly sheweth —That your memorialists , sensible of the importance of
supporting the natural and chartered rights , liberties , privileges, and properties
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of the inhabitants of the American colonies, and anxious to find any person or
persons unfriendly to the continental method of defending said colonics, think
ourselves obliged to inform your Honors , that the said Brown is disaffected with,
and unfriendly to the present method advised by the Continental Congress, and
adopted by your Honors , for our common defence ; which fully appears by the
followihg sentences pronounced by said Brown in the hearing of sundry pcoplei
at sundry times, viz. : that the Congress ought to be punished for putting the
country to so much cost and charge ; for they did no more good than a parcel of
squaws . And some time in the latter end of May last , did say, that he did not
see the necessity of this colony raising soldiers, as it was unnecessary expense,
and the Assembly had no right to do it ; and that Boston had wrongfully under¬
taken to quarrel with the Parliament about the tea , and we had no hand in it;
and by his justifying his brother , John Brown, in exclaiming against the authority
of this colony for raising men to defend the colony ; and by saying that our Gen¬
eral Assembly was as arbitrary as the Pope of Rome , when they cashiered Capt.
Amos Bronson, and Ensign Samuel Scovill, by saying that the Congress, in some
of the Articles of their Association, was as arbitrary as ever they were in Rome.
And soon after the battle of Lexington , in April last , by saying in the time of
the alarm, that he would not go one step further for the relief of the people of
Boston, than he was obliged to go.

Therefore your memorialists would humbly observe, that as all military officers
in this colony, hold their commissions by your Honors ’ authority , solely for tho
purpose of defending the lives, liberties, and properties of the people, we think it
is very inconsistent that any person should hold a commission, who is inclined to
use his influence against the authority that granted it ; and very unsafe for this
colony at the present critical and important crisis, and is very grievous to your
memorialists to be under the command of an officer in whom we cannot confide.
And therefore pray your Honors to grant such relief as your wisdom and justice
shall direct ; and we as in duty bound shall ever pray . Dated at Waterbury,
this 3d day of October, A. D. 1775.

(Signed ) Joseph Beach, Phineas Castle , Daniel Bronson, Moses Cook, Amos
Prichard , Thomas Bronson, Jr.

On the 1st day of October, 1775, the warrant was served, which was signed by
Jonathan Baldwin, Justice of the Peace.

PETITION OF REV . SAMUEL SKABURY.
December 20th , 1775.

Samuel Seabury , rector of the parish of Westchester , in the province of New
York , brought his petition on the 20th day of December, 1776, to the Gcnoral
Assembly of Connecticut , then sitting at New Haven , in which he stated , That
on the 22d day of November , 1775, he was seized at his grammar school in said
Westchester , by a company of about 40 armed men, carried by force to his own
house, allowed only time to get his horse, then compelled to take the road to
King ’s Bridge , where they soon met another company of armed men who joined
them , and proceeded to Eastchester . Capt . Lathrop commanded the first com¬
pany , and after the union , Capt . Isaac Sears took the command of the whole,
being about 100 men ; that after their arrival at Eastchester , said Seabury , with
Jonathan Fowler , Esq , of Eastchester , and Nathaniel Underhill , Esq., of West¬
chester , were sent under a guard of about 20 armed men, to IIor6e Neck , in
this State ; and on the following Monday, was taken to New Havon, whore he
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was carried in triumph about the city , escorted by a large number of men on
horses and in carriages , most of thorn armed, and arranged themselves in front
of tho house of Capt . Sears ; there fired two cannon , and huzzaed for Seabury ;
ho was then put under a guard of five men, and sent to, and kept under said
guard at the house of Mrs . Lyman , where he was kept , and refused any inter¬
course with his friends , even in company with his guard ; prohibited reading
prayers in church , or performing , divine service, though often invited by the
Rev . Mr. Hubbard , of New Haven ; interdicted tho use of pen, ink, and paper,
except to write to his family , and his letters in such case examined and liconscd ;
though he was permitted by Capt . Sears to write his own petition to the General
Assembly . He had received but one letter from his family, and that had been
opened , though sent by the post.

He farther stated , that ho had been informed that on the 22d of said Novem¬
ber , ono of his daughters , when said armed men were at his house, had been
abused and insultod , by having a bayonet thrust through her cap on her head;
also by thrusting a bayonet through her handkerchief on her nock, before and
behind, and cut in pieces a quilt around which his daughtors wore at work,
with their bayonets , and destroyed it . That said soldiers ordered his wife to
open his paper and money desk, and examined his papers, and took from the
desk several dollars in money , and left but a single English shilling and three or
four coppers . They also took a new beaver hat , a silver mounted horso whip,
and two silver spoons. Ho had been informed by Mr . Meloy, of Now Haven,
that a bayonet had been pointed at the breast of one of his daughters , whilo ho
was absent at his school ; that his daughter mot him when he was brought from
his school house, and staled that one of tho men had pushed his bayonet against
her breast , and otherwise insulted her ; and when she met her father , she had no
cap on, and her handkerchief was hanging over her shoulders.

After Mr. Seabury had been eight or ton days at New Haven , Jonathan Mix,
in whoso care he was placed, took him to the inn of Mr . Beers, in said town,
where he found Capt . Sears , Capt . Lathrop , Mr. Brown , and others , when and
where they questioned him ; ho explicitly answered them until ho discovered
some insidious designs were had against him, when he refused to answer them
further . Capt . Sears informed him they should not releaso him ,o rmako a com¬
promise as had been made with Judge Fowler and Mr. Underhill , but should
keep him a prisoner until the dispute between Great Britain and America should
be closed.

Mr . Seabury asked of them an explicit declaration of the charges against him ;
and was told that he had entered into a combination with six or seven others to
seize Capt . Sears, as he was passing through Westchester , and convey him on
board a maD-of-war . That he had signed a protest , at White Plains , against tho
proceedings of the Continental Congress . That he had neglected to open his
church on the day of the continental fast. And that he had written pamphlets
and newspapers against the liberties of America.

To the first and last charges , Mr . Seabury pleaded not guilty , and informed
them he should be ready to prove his innocenco when he should be restored to
his liberty in the province of New York , where alone he conceived himself
amenable.

IIo considered his arrest as a high infringement of that liberty , for which tho
sons of America were thon so nobly struggling ; to bo carriod by force from ono

70



550 APPENDIX.

colony into another for imprisonment , or trial ; to be judged by the laws of
Connecticut , for acts done in the colony of Now York , where he had resided
nearly 20 years ; to bo dragged under guard from the committee of his own
county , and from the Congress of his own province ; cut off from all inter¬
course with his friends ; deprived of his evidence of innocence^ and judged by
strangers , ignorant of his character and general conduct in life.

One great grievance justly complained of by the American people, and for
which they were then struggling against , was the act of Parliament , which
directed persons to be carried from America to England , for trial ; and he be¬
lieved the Legislature of Connecticut would not suffer him to be treated in a
manner so destructive of that liberty , they were then contending for. He
claimed, if he was to be judged by the regulations of Congress , that the county
committee , or the provincial Congress of New York , were to be his judges.
He claimed that no law authorized so urgent , cruel , arbitrary , and tyrannical
treatment.

Mr . Seabury answered the charge of signing a protest against the proceedings
of Congress , by stating that the General Assembly of New York , at their session
previous , had determined to send a petition to the King , a memorial to tho
House of Lords, and a remonstrance to the House of Commons , on the subject
of American grievances ; and the members of said Assembly , as ho had been
informed, recommended it to their constituents to keep quiet until the issue of
tho applications should bo known.

In April , 1775, the people met at White Plains , to elect delegates to the pro-
vincial Congress ; many there opposed the measure , and signed a protest ; said
Seabury , with two members of said Assembly and more than 300 others, signed
the protest , though he did not think he acted against the liberties of America,
or that it was a crime to sign what two representatives of tho people had ap.
proved and signed , to support measures, he then hoped it would have had a
good effect by inducing a change of conduct towards America . He stated , that
over eight months had expired since he signed the protest —and asked, if his
crime was so atrocious , why he had been suffered so long to go unpunished 1
And why he  had been singled out of more than 300 'signers , to endure the unex¬
ampled punishment of captivity and unlimited confinement.

To the other crime charged , of not opening his church on the day of the con¬
tinental fast , he answered—that he had no notice of the appointment , except by
report . That he had been tried on this chargo, with a full hearing , on a com.
plaint by Capt . Sears , to the provincial Congress of New York , and acquitted.
That he considered it cruel , arbitrary , and highly unjust , after his supposed
offence had been examined , to be twice tried for the same offence ; to be dragged
like a felon, 70 miles from homo, and again tried . He also stated, that he had
a wife and six children , to whom he owed his protection , support , and inslruc-
tion ; that his family in a great measure depended upon his daily care for their
bread ; that he was bred a physician , and that several families at Westchester,
depended upon his medical advice ; that as a clergyman , he had in charge tho
towns of Eastchester and Westchester , and that there was then no other clergy¬
man of any denomination nearer than 9 miles from his residence , and but one
within that distance ; so that in his absence there was none to officiate in any
religious service , to visit the sick, or bury the dead ; that to discharge his debts,
he had opened a grammar school, and had made £ 100, York money, the previous
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year , and was in a fair way of discharging his debts ; that ho had five young
men from the island of Jamaica , one from Montreal , four children of a gentle-
man then in England , with others in his care from New York , and the country ;
that it might be impossible to recover his school, in which case, he should be
entirely at tho mercy of his creditors.

Mr. Seabury had applied to tho judges of the superior court , while holding a
court at New Haven for relief ; but they deemed it improper to interfero . Ho
therefore applied to the Assembly to be released ; and asked for their protection,
to pass peaceably out of the colony.

He had been accused of violating the rules of the Continental Congress ; but
he thought he could satisfy reasonable men on that point , that he violated no
regulation of Congress , in so gross a manner , as those had violated the law,
who, in an arbitrary manner , had forced him from his house, and kept him (then)
four weeks a prisoner , without any means or prospect of relief. He wished, if
any further enquiry should be made, that he might be permitted to appear at the
Bar of the House , and answer for himself, or by counsel , or as they should
direct.

Tho petition , in the Assembly, was referred to a joint committee of tho two
Houses, with William Samuel Johnson , Esq ., as chairman , who reported , that
a letter had been received from the President of the New York Congress on tho
subjectJ and that to enable the Assembly to answer said letter, a public hearing
should be had before both Houses of said Assembly.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FORTIFICATIONS AT NEW LONDON.
November , 1775.

To the Hon . Jonathan Trumbull , Governor of the Colony of Connecticut:
Whereas your Honor and Council of Safety, on the 2d day of November

inst . appointed me, with Maj . Dawes , (now residing in Norwich,) with such
engineer as your Honor should procure from his Excellency Gen . Washington,
to repair to, and view the circumstances of the harbor and port at New London,
and neighboring places, and consider of the most proper places, and manner of
fortifying the same against our enemies, &c., according to act of Assembly, &c,;
after whieh it so happened that no engineer could be procured.

That on the 8th of said November, your Honor directed me to wait on said
Maj. Dawes , and with him to attend on and perform said service in the best
manner we could. That on the 9th day of said November, I, at Norwich , waited
on said Maj . Dawes, informed him of his being appointed in manner aforesaid,
and requested him, with me, to attend said service, (which service the said Maj.
Dawes declined for reasons which he judged sufficient to excuse him ;) on which,
by the advice of some of your Honor ’s Council of Safety, I went forward to
New London and Groton to execute said trust , and do the service, in the best
manner I could, by the assistance, information , and help of the principal gentle¬
men of said towns. On my arrival I sent to a considerable part , and gave
notice to almost all the gentlemen living on the banks and near the harbor in
New London , among whom were many who, by travelling and other ways , had
gained considerable knowledge in fortification, batteries , and securing harbors,
&c. I then informed them of your Honor ’s orders, and that I would with them
view the several places mentioned by the Assembly’s committee, and any other
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they would propose as suitable to build works on, for the security of the harbor -
on which it was the voice of all, that the places mentioned in the committee’s
report were far the best on the harbor , and were so formed and situated, that
with much the least expense and danger might be improved for security of that
port.

Wo then went on and viewed the island or point called Mamacock, with the
make , rise, and fall of the ground to and from the point , or place where the bat¬
tery must stand —found the distance from thence to the old fort, to the harbor ’s
mouth , and directly across the river ; which, on viewing, all were of opinion
that the places were good for the purpose . The top of the east part is near 20
feet above the water ; on the top principally flat rocks ; near by plenty of turf
suitable for constructing and making of a rampart or bank . Suppose a bank of
80 feet, fronting near east the same length , south the same, north , not on right
angles, with five embrasures in each rampart or bank , without bastions or
trenches without the works, and five cannon, 18 or 24 pounders , well mounted,
whicli might with ease be removed from place to placo as the service might re¬
quire . This battery , if built, would be 182 rods from the old fort, a little over
two miles from the harbor ’s mouth , and the waters of the river or harbor, near
cast , opposite, 192 rods, would command the harbor in every placo north-east
and south , within reach of their shot.

We then viewed the placo called Winthrop ’s Point , and find the south bluff
part of that point is twenty feet above the water , very steep, mostly hard
gravel, pointing down the harbor to the harbor ’s mouth ; a fine level on the top,
(near the water, ) to build a battery or breast work for the improving of cannon
to secure the port of New London . The land leading to the point so rises, and
has sundry hills and vales that any number of men may pass and repass entirely
safo from ships in any part of the harbor . Materials , viz. : turf and gravel plenty
and handy . Suppose ten guns, 18 or 24 pounders , would be well to be planted
at this place.

Then viewed sundry places at Groton , and were attended by, and had the
advice of many of the gentlemen of that town, who all manifested their desire
that the port of New London might be fortified, which they , as well as the peo¬
ple at New London , supposed might be done at as little expense as any harbor
or port, (equally valuable,) on the continent.

On examination , viewing, &c., find that there is in Groton , nearly opposite
the old fort at New London , a hill or an eminence, the summit or top of which
is about 120 feet above the surface of the water , and within 50 rods of the water’s
edge, at which place the ship channel is not more than 160 rods in width ; on
the summit of this hill, the harbor , from the entrance to the north part thereof,
(and some way up the river,) is open and in view. On this hill it seems nature
had prepared a place to plant cannon for the protection of that port or harbor ;
the top running near the same point of tho harbor , north and south, for some
distance, is considerable level, sufficient to improve such number of cannon as
would be necessary ; and east and west sufficient for breast work and platform for
the cannon . Then the declivity of the hill is such east, that any number of men^
by stepping a few steps back of said works would be out of danger . The form
of the land is such that all passing to and from a battery there , could bo secure
from the enemy . It is thought no large man-of-war can so elevate her cannon
in her lower tier as to annoy a battery at this place ; if she could reach thence,
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they would be random shot . I suppose no works would be necessary here for the
improvement of cannon , only a breast work or bank of turf and gravel , not
more than 10 feet thick , of suitable height for the cannon to play over without
embrasures , bastions , or trenches . Turf and gravel plenty . Ten 24 pounders
would answer , but some larger would be better. I need not observe the great
advantage the defenders would have at this place, over their enemy ; the eleva¬
tion is such that they may plunge into their ships, if within reach of their guns.

Also viewed the new works at the old battery , executed by Col. Saltonstall,
which are well done, and nearly finished ; the cannon well mounted ; the situa¬
tion good, if other batteries , at some or all the other places are built, and cannon
planted so that the enemy ’s fire be drawn to different places , and not centre
there ; but if batteries were built at all the other proposed places, and with a
suitable number , and proper weight of cannon , the situation and different an¬
gles that those places bear one to the other , would expose any ship that should
come within reach of their shot , within the harbor , to bo distressed, annoyed,
and raked fore and aft.

As to the expense of the works at those places, I endeavored , by the help of
some best acquainted , to make some estimate ; but found on trial , that it was
not possible to be done with any degree of certainty . The people of Groton , at
their own expense, have , at sundry places near the water’s edge, made breast
works and entrenchments to protoct them in the use of their fire arms, on tho
landing of troops on or near their wharves , and other places, which they aro
determined to oppose to the last . These works are very well done, and at con¬
siderable expense , in which the people appear free and spirited.

As to floating batteries to defend the port and harbor against the enemy’s ships,
when they come with defiance and a determination to possess themselves of that
part of our country , they cannot be sufficient, without fixed batteries at some or
all the places proposed, to secure and defend tho port from invasion and falling
into the possession of the enemy, I own, I never till lately gave much attention
to tho business or art of fortifying harbors , or building forts, batteries , &c. ; but
the alarming situation and distress in which our country is in, and ministerial
designs and vengeance , aimed at our sea coast, has called my attention to look
into matters of that kind ; and so far as I can judge , it is of the utmost impor¬
tance to secure the port and harbor of New London from falling into the hands
of our enemies, which will be an asylum for ships, vessels of force, floating
batteries, Scc., that be by the continent or any particular governmet built for the
protection of our sea coast, trade , or country , which shall come that way ; but
on the contrary , if left destitute of protection , and fall into the hands of our
enemies, it would let them into the bowels of our country, and give them great
advantage against us, that the best and only sure and eligible manner of forti¬
fying and securing said port and harbor , is in erecting batteries at the several
places, and in some manner as before mentioned.

All which is submitted to your Honor ’s wisdom,
and I am your Honor ’s

most obedient humble servant,
JEDEDIAH ELDERKm

Windham , November 15, 1775.
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