e | rara

WWWwW.e-rara.ch

The poetical works of John Milton

Paradise lost - a poem in twelve books / Notes upon the twelve books of Paradise lost

Milton, John

London, MDCCXXXI [1731]

ETH-Bibliothek Ziirich
Shelf Mark: Rar 6522

Persistent Link: https://doi.org/10.3931/e-rara-25810

The life of Mr. John Milton.

www.e-rara.ch
Die Plattform e-rara.ch macht die in Schweizer Bibliotheken vorhandenen Drucke online verfliigbar. Das Spektrum reicht von Blchern Uber
Karten bis zu illustrierten Materialien - von den Anfangen des Buchdrucks bis ins 20. Jahrhundert.

e-rara.ch provides online access to rare books available in Swiss libraries. The holdings extend from books and maps to illustrated material
- from the beginnings of printing to the 20th century.

e-rara.ch met en ligne des reproductions numériques d’'imprimés conservés dans les bibliothéques de Suisse. L'éventail va des livres aux
documents iconographiques en passant par les cartes - des débuts de I'imprimerie jusqu’au 20e siécle.

e-rara.ch mette a disposizione in rete le edizioni antiche conservate nelle biblioteche svizzere. La collezione comprende libri, carte
geografiche e materiale illustrato che risalgono agli inizi della tipografia fino ad arrivare al XX secolo.

Nutzungsbedingungen Dieses Digitalisat kann kostenfrei heruntergeladen werden. Die Lizenzierungsart und die Nutzungsbedingungen
sind individuell zu jedem Dokument in den Titelinformationen angegeben. Flr weitere Informationen siehe auch [Link]

Terms of Use This digital copy can be downloaded free of charge. The type of licensing and the terms of use are indicated in the title
information for each document individually. For further information please refer to the terms of use on [Link]

Conditions d'utilisation Ce document numérique peut étre téléchargé gratuitement. Son statut juridique et ses conditions d'utilisation
sont précisés dans sa notice détaillée. Pour de plus amples informations, voir [Link]

Condizioni di utilizzo Questo documento pud essere scaricato gratuitamente. Il tipo di licenza e le condizioni di utilizzo sono indicate nella
notizia bibliografica del singolo documento. Per ulteriori informazioni vedi anche [Link]

Visual \\library


https://doi.org/10.3931/e-rara-25810
https://www.e-rara.ch
https://www.e-rara.ch/wiki/termsOfUse?lang=de
https://www.e-rara.ch/wiki/termsOfUse?lang=en
https://www.e-rara.ch/wiki/termsOfUse?lang=fr
https://www.e-rara.ch/wiki/termsOfUse?lang=it

% Jot
;
93
2%
53
\G:
2
oo
J
4

&
ggg
;%}
¢
i
7P

ROM , Family | & Town of his name
M Oxford(hip,

our Author deriy'q his
defeent ; but he

I was born at London in
78 The year 1608, The Publither of his

DN Works in profe (on wh
Part of this narrative muyft entirely depend ) dates his
birth rwo years earlier than this: byt contradicting
himfelf afterwards in his own Computation , I reduce
it to the time thgt Monfieur Bayle hath affign’d ; and
for the fame reafon ‘which prevail'd with him to
affign it, His Fathet, Yok Milton by profefion a
crivener, livd in a reputable manner op 2 compe-

tent eftate, entirely his own acquifition ; having been
Carly dis-inherited by his Parents for renouncing ‘the
Ommunion of the Chutch of Rowme, to which they
1'ere zealoufly devoted. By his wife Sarap Caflor he
ikewife one Daughtet nam’d Anna; & another

s Chriflapher , whom he Bain’d to the pracice of

the Commomfu.aw; who in the great Rebellion ad-
her'd to gy, Royal caufe: and in the Reign of King
Fames 11, by too cafy a compliance with the do@ripes
of the Courr, both r'eligious and civil,-he attain’d tq
the dignity of being made a Juig:: of the Con}’r]}‘..’)n-:
T icas;
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Pleas; of which he dy'd devefted not long after the
Revolution.

But $OHN the {ubjet of the prefent effay, was
the favorite of his Father's hopes; who to cultivate
the great genius which early difplay’d itfelf, was at
the expenfe of a domeftic Tutor: whofe care and
capacity his Pupil hath gratefully celebrated in an ex-
cellent Latin Elegys the fourth in the prefent col-

leétion. At his initiation he is faid to
An. Etat. 12. bhave apply’d himfelf to letters with
fuch indefatigable induftry , that he
rarely was prevail'd with to quit his ftudies before mid-
night : which not only made him frequently fubject
to fevere pains in his head; but likewife occafion'd
that weaknefs in his eyes, which terminated in a total
privation of fight. From a domeftic education he was
remov’d to St. Paxl's School,to complete his acquain-
tance with the Claffics under the care of Dr. Gill:
4nd after a fhort ftay there, was tranfplanted to Chriff's
‘College in Cambridge , where he diftin-
An. Etat, 15, guithd himfelf in all kinds of Acade-
mical exercifes. Of this fociety he
continued a Member ’till he commenc’d Mafter of
Arts: and then leaving the Univerfity, he return’d to
bis Father; who had quitted the Town, and liv'd at
Horton near Golebrooke in Barkfbire ; wht:;'::1 hcﬂperfu’d
his ftudies with unparallel'd afliduity ,
An. Fsat.23. or e o y

After fome years fpent in this ftudious retirement,
his Mother dy’d : and then he prevail'd with his
Father to gratify an inclination he had long enter-
tain'd of feeing foreign countries. Sir Hewry Wotton ,

at that time Provoft of Eafon Col-

An, Ztar.30. lege, gave him a letter of advice for
the dire@ion of his travels: but by

not obferving * an excellent maxim in it, he incur'd
great danger by difputing againft the fuperfiition of
the

* 1 penfiers frentiy ed il wifo [oiolfoy



Mz. JOHN MILT®N. v

the Church of Rogmse » within the verge of the Vatican.
aving employ’d his curiofity about * two years in
France and Italy, on the news of a civil war breaking
out in England he return’d, without taking a furvey
Of Greece ang Sacily , as at his fetting out the fcheme
Was projedteqd. T At Paris the Lord Vifcount.Scuda-
#ore, Ambaffador from King Charles 1. at the Court
France , introduc’d him “to the acquaintance of
Grotius; who at thar time was honor'd with the fame
chara@er there by Chriftina Queen of Sweden, In Rome,
Genoa, Florence » and other cities of Italy, he con-
tracted a familiarity with thofe who were of higheft
feputation for wit & learning : feveral of whom gave
M very obliging teftimonies of their friendfip., and
efteem, which are printed before his Latin Poems.
The firft of them was written by Manfo Marquis of
Villa, a great patron of Tafla, by whom he is cele-
brated in his 4 Poem on the Conqueft of Jerufalem
It is highly probable that 1o his converfation with this
noble Neapolitan we owe the firt defign which
Mir7on conceiv'd of writing an Epic Poem ; and
it appears by fome Latin verfes addrefs'd to the Mar-
quis with the title of Manfus , that he intended to fix
On King Arehur for his Heroe: but Aribur was re-
ferv'd to another deftiny !
Returning from his travels he found
England on the point of being involy'd _4x, Atat. 32,
in blood and confufion, It {feems won-
derful that one of fo Warm, and daring a fpirit, as
he certainly was, fhou'd be reftrain’d from the field
i thofe unnatural commotions. 1 fuppofe we may
¥ lmputg
* Et jam bis yivids [urzebar exstmss arifta,
£t toridem flavas numerabant horrea meffes, - -
Nec dum adevat Thyrfis : paffovem Seilscer illum
Dyleis amoy Mufie Thuled retinebas sn urbe,
Epitaph, Dangy
¥ Defenfiy Secunda, pag. 96. Fol,
% Fra Cavalier magnanimi , e corteff,
Refplende it Manfe, - - ~ Lib, 20,
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impute it wholly to the great deference he paid te
paternal authority, that he retird to lodgings provided
for him in the City: which being commodious for
the reception of his Sifter’s Sons , and fome: other
young Gentlemen, he undertook their education:
and is faid to have form’d them on the fame plan
which he afterwards publifh’d, in a thort traétate in-
fcrib’d to his friend My, Hartlib.
In this philofophical courfe he continued without a
wife to the year 1643 ; when he mar-
An. Ztat, 35, ry’'d Mary the Daughter of Richard
Pogwell of Foreft- hill in Oxfordfbire :
a Gentleman of eftate and reputation in that County;
and of principles fo very oppofite to his Son-in-Law,
that the marriage is more to be wonder'd at, than the
feparation which enfu'd, in little more than a month
after the had cohabited with him in London. Her de-
fertion provok’d him both to write feveral treatifes
concerning the doéirine, and difcipline of divorce;
and alfo to make his addrefles to a young Lady of
great wit and beauty : but before he had ingag'd her
affe@ions to conclude the marriage-treaty , in a vifit
at one of his Relations he found his Wifte proftrate
before him , imploring forgivenefs, & reconciliation,
It is not to'be doubted but an iaterview of that na-
ture, fo little expeéted, muft wonderfully affe@ him
and perhaps the impreffions it made on his imagina-
tion contributed much to the painting of that pathetic
fcene in * Parapise Lost, in which Eve ad-
dreffeth herfelf to 4dam for pardon, and peace. At
the interceffion of his friends who were prefcm after
a fhort reludtance he generoufly facrificd all his re-
fentment to her tears.

- - - Soon his heart relented
Tow'rds her , bis life (o late, and [ole delight ;
Now, at his feet (wbmiffive in difire(s?
And

F Book X, ver. 909
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And after this re-ynion , fo far was he from retaining
an unkind memory of the provocations which he
had receiv'd from her ill conduét » that when the
INg’s caufe was entirely opprefs’d, and her Father
Who had been adtive in his loyalty was expos'd to
fequ_eﬁratim, Mirrton receiv'd both him and his
amily tq Protection, and free entertainment, in his
po 2 houfe, till their affairs were accommodated by
I8 Intereft in the vidorious faction.
. or he was now grown famous by :
IS polemica] writings of various kinds, 7. /Etat, 41,
and held jp great favor , and efteem,
0y thofe who had power to difpofe of all preferments
Inthe State, *Tis in vain to diffemble, and far be
It from me to defend, his engaging with a party
€ombin‘d in the defirudtion of our Church and Mo-
harchy, Yet, leaving the juftification of a mis-guided
IlIlcerity to be debated in the fchools, may [ prefume
to obferve in his favor, that his zeal, diﬁcmper'd_&
Urlous as jt was, does not appear to have been in-
fpiriteq by felf-interefted views: For it is affirm’d ,
that though he livd always in a frugal retirement,
and before his death had difpos’d of his Library
(which we may fuppofe to have been a valuable col-
éction) he leftno more than fifteen hundred pounds
ehind him for the fupport of his family : & whoever
Confiders the Pofts to which he was advanc'd, & the
Umes in which he enjoy’d them, will I believe con-
fefS that he miont have accumulated a much more
Plentify] fortune: in a difpaffionate mind it will not
¥equire any eXtraordinary meafure of candor to con-
Slude, thyy though he abode in the heritage of Oppref=
neia and the fpoils of his country lay at his feet,
Delther his confcience,, nor his honor’, cowd ftoop
0 Sather them .
~+ Commiffion to conftitute him 7. ZEiat, 424
Ad]mam-Gencral to Sir Williams Waller : :
was Promis'd, but foon fuperfeded by Waller's being
= 4 laid
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faid a-fide, when his Mafters thought it proper to
new-model their Army. However, the keenefs of
his pen had fo effeétually recommended him to
Cromwell’s efteem , that when he took the reins of
government into his own hand, he advanc’d him ta
be Latin Secretary, both to himfelf and the Parlia-
ment; the former of thefe preferments he enjoy’d
both under the Ufurper, and his Son; the other,
'till King Charles 11, was reftor'd. For fome time he
had an apartment for his family in Whitehall; but his
health requiring a freer acceffion of air , he was
oblig’'d to remove from thence to lodgings whick
open’d into St. Fames's Park. Notlong after his fettle-
ment there, his Wife dy’d in child-bed: and much
about the time of her death, a Gutta ferena, which
had for feveral years been gradually increafing, totally
extinguifh’d his fight. In this melancholic condition
he was eafily prevail'd with to think of taking another
wife; who was Catharine the Daughter of Captain
Woodgeck of Hackney : and fhe too, in lefs than a year
after their marriage , dy'd in the fame unfortunate
manner as the former had done. In his twenty third
Sonnet he does honor to her memory.

Thefe private calamities were much
An. Ztat. 52, heighten'd, by the different figure he

was likely to make in the new fcene
of affairs, which was going to be acted in the State,
For all things now con{piring to promote the King's
reftoration, he was too confcious of his own activity
during the Ufurpation, to expeét any favor from the
Crown: & therefore he prudently abfconded till the
A& of oblivion was publifh'd; by which he was only
render’d incapable of bearing any office in the Nation.
Many had a very juft efteem of his admirable parts
and learning, who detefted his principles; by whofe
interceflion his Pardon pafs’d the Seals: and I wif
the laws of civil Hiftory cou'd have extended the
benefit of that qblivion to the memory of his guilr},

: which
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which was indulg’d to his perfon ; ne tanti facinoris

immanitas aus extitiffe , ant non wviadicata Juiffe vi-
deatur . .

Having th

us gain'd a full protedtion from the Go-
vernmeng

» ( which was in truth more than he cogx'g
ave reafonably hop’d) he appear'd as much in publick
as he formerly us'd to do; and employing his bnend
Dr. 24 10 make choice of a third Confort, on his
Tecommendation he married Elizaberh the Daughter
Of Mr, Minfbal a Chefbire Gentleman, by whom he

ad no iffue. Three Daughters by his firlt wife were
then living ; the two elder of whom are faid to have

€en very ferviceable to him in hig ftudies. For having
been inftrudted to pronounce not only the modern,

but alfo the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew languages ;
they readin their refpecive originals whatever Authors
he wanted to confuit

; 5 though' they underftood none
but thurmorher-tongue. This employment, however,

Was too un-pleafant to he continued for any long
procefs of time; and therefore he difmifs'd them ta
receive an education more agrecable to their Sex,
and temper. 3

We come now to take a furvey of him in that
point of view, in which he will be look’d on by all
fucceeding ages with equal delight,, and admiratiop,
An interval of above twenty years had elaps’d fince
he wrote the Mask of * ‘Comys, e
L dllegro , 11 Penferofo , & + Lycidas;  An. &r. f 29.
all of fuch an exquifite firain/ that _
though he had Jeft no other monument of his Genius
behind him , his name had been immortal. But
Reither the infirmities of age and conftitution, nor
the viciffitudes of fortune,, cou’d deprefs the vigor of
5 mind; or divert it from executing a defign he
haq long conceiv'd of writing: an Heroic Poem .
The Fay of Man was a fubje@ which he had fome years
before fix’d on for a Tragedy , which he intended ta

form
3 Par, Loft B, 3, V. 26,
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form by the models of Antiquity: and fome, not
without probability, fay the Play open’d with that
Speech in the fourth book of PaAraniss LosrT,
ver. 32, which is addrefs'd by Satan to the Sun.
Were it material , I believe I cou’d produce other
paffages which more plainly appear to have been ori-
ginally intended for the Scene. But whatever truth
there may be in this report, 'tis certain that he did
not begin to mold his fubje& in the form which it
bears now, before he had concluded his controver{y
with Salmafins and More; when he had wholly lot
the ufe of his eyes; and was forc’d to employ in the
office of an amanuenfis any friend who accidentally
paid him a vifit. Yer under all thefe difcouragements,
& various interruptions, in the * year

An. Etat.61, 166y,. He publilh’'d his Parapisza
Lost; the nobleft Poem , next to

thofe of Homer and Virgil, that ever the wit of man
preduc’d in the any age or nation. Nor need [
mention any other evidence of its ineftimable worth ,
than that the fineft geniuses who have fucceeded him
have ever efteem’d 1t a merit to relith, and illuftrate ,
its beauties : whilt the Critic who gaz’d with fo
much wanton malice on the nakednefs of Shakefpear
when he flepr, afiter having formally declar'd war
againft jt, wanted courage to make his attack ; flufh’d
though he was with his conquelt over Julius Cefar,
and The Moor ; which infolence his Mufe, like the
other Affaffines of Cefar, T feverely reveng’'d on her-
felf; and not long after her triumph became her own
executioner. Nor is it unworthy our obfervation,
that though, perhaps, no one of our Englifh Poets
hath excited fo many admirers to imitate his manner,
yet I think never any was known to afpire to emu-
lation :

% Milton’s Contraif with bis Bookfeller S, Simmons for the Cepy,
bears date April 27th, 1667.

T The Tragedies of the laft age confider’d, p, 342,

Vi, Epcan,
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lation: even the Jate ingenious Mr. Philips, who , in
the colors of ftyle, came the neareft of all the Copiers
to refemble the great Original , made his diftant ad-
vanceswith a filjal reverence ; and reftrain’d his ambi-
tion withip the fame bounds which Lucretizs prefcrib’d

to his owy imitation ;

Non ita certandi cupidus , quam propter amorems
Quad TE imitari qveo ; qguid enim contendat birtnde
Cyeniss < - :

And now perhaps it may pafs for ficion, what with
great veracity I affirm to be fact, that Mirtown,
after having  with much difficulty prevail'd to have
this divine Poem licens’d for the Prefs, cou'd fell the
“opy for no more than

. fifteen pounds: the payment
of which valuable confideration depended on the fale
of three Dumerous impreffions. So unreafonably may

perfonal prejudice affedt the moft excellent perfor-
mances /

About * two years after, together  du. fras, 63.
with Samson AGowrsTEs (a Tra-
gedy not unworthy the Grecian Stage when _Athens
was in her glory ) he publifh’d Parapise Recain'n,
But, 0h 7 whar 4 Jfalling-off wwas there ! - -~ OFf which

will fay no more , than that there is fearcely a
more remarkable inflance of the frailty of human
Yeafon, than our Author gave in prefering this Poem
0 Paganise Lose 3 nor a more inftruive
Caution to the beft wiiters, to be very diffident in

cciding the merit of their own producions.

And thys having attended him to the fixty fixth
J€4r of his gge , ag clofely as fuch imperfet lights as
WIeHOF Letters, & retirement ufually leave to guide
Our inquiry wow'd allow ; it now only remains to be

Te=
}; Tty were Licenfod Iuly 2, 1670, but met printed before 1
qar ¢n

Hing,
(4
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¢ recorded, that in the year 1674 the
dAn. Ftat.6; Gout put a period to his life at Bunbill
near Lendon; from whence his body
was convey'd to St. Gilss’s Church by Cripplegare,
where it lyes inter'd in the chancel; but neither has,

nor wants a monument to perpetuate his memory.
In his youth he is faid to have been extremely
handfome : the color of his hair was a light brown ;
the fymetry of his features exaé; enliven'd with an
agreeable air, & a beautiful mixture of fair & ruddy :
which occafion’d the Marquis of villa to give his *
Epigram the fame turn of thought, which Gregory
Arch-Deacon of Rome had employ’d above a thoufand
years before, in praifing the amiable complexions of
fome Englifb Youths, before their cqnverfion to Chri-
ftianity. His ftature ( { as we find it meafur'd by him-
felf) did not exceed the middle-fize; neither too lean,
not corpulent : his limbs well-proportion’d,, nervous,
and a&tive; ferviceable in all refpeds to his exercifing
the Sword, in which he much delighted; & wanted
neither skill nor courage to refent an affront, from
men of the moft athletic conftitutions. In his diet he
was abftemious ; not delicate in the choice of his
difhes; and firong liquors of all kinds were his aver-
fion. Being too fadly convinc'd how much his health
had fuffer'd by night-ftudies in his younger years, he
ufed to go early (feldom later tham nine) to reft;
and rofe commonly before five in the morning. It is
reported, (and there is a paffage in one of his Latin
Elegies to countenance the tradition) that his fancy
made the happieft fights in the fpring: but one of
his Nephews ufed to deliver it as MiLToN’s own
obfervation, that his Invention was in its higheft per-
fection from September to the vernal /ZEquinox:
however it was, the great inequalities to be found in
his

¥ Ut mens, forma , decor , facies, mos, fi pietas fic,
Non Anglus, veram hercle Angelug ipfe fareso -

§ Defenffo fecundan p. 87. Fal
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his compofures are inconteftable proofs, that in fome
fealons he was but one of the people. When blindnefs
Yeftrain’d him from other exercifes, he had a machine
o fwing in, for the prefervation of his health; and
diverted himfelf in his chamber with playing on an
Organ. His deportment was ere&, open, affablcv;
his converfation eafy, chearful , inftruétive; his wig
on all occafions at command, facetious s grave, or
alirical , as the fubjedt requird. His judgement,
when dis-engag’d from religious and political fpecula-
tions , was juft and penetrating ; his apprehenfion,,
quick ; his memory, tenacious of what he read; his
teading, only not fo extenfive as his genius, for that
was univerfal. And having treafurd up fuch immenfe
flores of Science, perhaps the faculties of his Soul
grew more vigorous after he was depriv’d of his fights
and his imagination (naturally fublime, and inlarg’d
by reading Romances , * of which he was much
inamor'd in his youth.) when it was wholly abftracted
from material obje&s, “was more at liberty to make
fuch amazing excurfions Into the ideal world, when
in compofing his divine work he was tempted tq
range

Beyond the vifible diurnal fphere,

And with fo many accomplifhments, not to have had
ome faults, & misfortunes, to be laid in the balance
With the fame, and felicity ,g0f writing PARADIsE

°ST, wou'd have been too great a portion for
humanily. :

* His pelagy for Smedymnns, p. 177, Fol.
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