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Highlights

" In 2024, there were almost 1.1 billion air passengers carried in the EU, an 8.7% increase compared with
2023. "

" In 2024, air passenger transport increased in all EU Member States compared to 2023. "

Commercial air flights, EU, 2024
(% change compared to the same month in 2019)
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Source: European QOrganisation for the Safety of Air Navigation (Eurocontrol) (online data code: avia_tf_cm) eurostat#E

This article describes the recent monthly development of commercial air flights and passenger transport by air in
the European Union (EU) , as well as in the EFTA countries Iceland, Norway, Switzerland and in the Candidate
countries Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia and Tirkiye. A distinction is made
between national (domestic), intra and extra-EU transport, while looking at the evolution of airport traffic.
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Recovery in the number of commercial flights continued in every month
of 2023

To prevent the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic, since the beginning of 2020, countries around the world took a
variety of restrictive travel measures that severely hit the air travel industry. Starting from the second half of 2021,
restrictive measures were gradually removed, encouraging people to travel by air again and thus impacting
commercial air traffic.

In 2024, there were visible signs of recovery that were repeated in each month of 2024, where small decreases
were registered in the total number of commercial flights (passengers, freight and mail) in the EU compared with
the same month in 2019 (Figure 1). The largest decreases compared with the same months of 2019 were recorded
in January (-13.5%), February (-9.0%), and March (-9.2%). Starting from May 2024, decrease below 5% were
registered for all months, except in November (-6.0%). The lowest decreased was observed in August 2024, by
3.5% compared with the same month in 2019.
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Figure 1: Commercial air flights, EU, 2024 (% change compared to the same month in 2019) Source: Euro-
pean Organisation for the Safety of Air Navigation (Eurocontrol) (avia_tf_cm)

In 2024, almost 1.1 billion air passengers were carried at EU level, an 8.7%
increase compared to 2023

Starting from February 2023 during which 55.3 million passengers were carried, the number of passengers has
been increasing subsequently during the following five months (Figure 2). The highest growths were observed
between February and March (+19.3%) and from March to April (+18.9%). Between April and July, stable increases
around 10% were registered each month. Passenger traffic reached a peak in August 2023 with 106 million
passengers carried, before three consecutive decreases between August and September (-8.1%), September and
October (-6.4%), as well as October and November (-27.5%). In the first half of 2024, the biggest increase
registered in 2024 was observed between February and March 2024 (+18.2%), following a decrease in January
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(-8.8%) and a small increase in February (+1.1%). Substantial growths were recorded until July 2024. A more
moderate rise was observed in August (+1.1%), before three consecutive decreases; the highest being recorded
between October and November (-26.4%).

In 2024, almost 1.1 billion passengers were carried at EU level, an 8.7% increase compared to 2023. International
extra-EU transport represented 49.3% of all passengers carried at EU level in 2024, while international intra-EU

and national transport shares were 36.3% and 14.3%, respectively. Compared to 2023, significant increases were
observed for intra-EU transport, by 9.9%, followed by extra-EU transport (+9.4 %) and national transport (+3.7 %).

Air passengers transport, EU, January 2023-December 2024
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correspond to the change between the two periods

Source: Eurostat (online data code: avia_paoc) eurostat |

Figure 2: Air passengers transport, EU, January 2023-December 2024 (million passengers carried) Source:
Eurostat (avia_paoc)

Figure 3 shows that an increase in passenger transport was registered for every month of 2023 and 2024
compared with the same month of the previous year. January, February and March 2023 registered large increases
compared with the same month of 2022. The growth continued in every month of 2024, with the largest increase in
February (+13.7%). Since July 2024, the increase was stable, around 7-8% for each month.
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Air passengers transport, EU, January 2023 - December 2024

(% change compared to the same period of the previous year)
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Source: Eurostat (online data code: avia_paoc) eurostati@

Figure 3: Air passengers transport, EU, January 2023-December 2024 (% change compared to the same
period of the previous year) Source: Eurostat (avia_paoc)

All EU countries continued to register increasing numbers of air
passenger transport in 2024 compared with 2023

The number of passengers carried by air increased in all EU countries in 2024 compared with 2023. The largest
increases was recorded for Hungary (+19.2%), ahead of Czechia (+18.9%) and Estonia (+17.8%). Nine additional
EU countries recorded an increase of 10% or more: Croatia, Portugal, Malta Slovenia, Poland, Italy, Greece,
Slovakia and Spain. Eleven EU countries recorded an increase between 5% and 10%: Belgium, Denmark,
Germany, Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Austria, Romania and Finland. The smallest
increase was recorded for the Sweden (+1.3%), followed by Bulgaria (+3.8%), Ireland (+4.5%) and France (+4.6%).
All of this confirms that air passenger transport is on a good recovery path from the COVID-19 pandemic.
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A transport, January 2023 2024
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Table 1: Air passengers transport, January 2023-December 2024 (thousand passengers carried) Source:
Eurostat (avia_paoc)

All top 30 EU airports showed signs of recovery in 2024

Table 2 presents the evolution of air passenger transport in the top 30 EU airports. The ranking of the airports was
established based on the total annual passengers carried in 2024. Paris Charles de Gaulle airport, maintained first
position in the ranking for the entire period from January 2023 to December 2024.

All of the top 30 airports registered an increase in 2024 compared with 2023. The largest increase was recorded for
Lisboa (+22.0%), followed by Roma/Fiumicino (+20.8%), Budapest/Liszt Ferenc International (+19.9%),
Athinai/Eleftherios Venizelos (+19.2%) and Praha/Ruzyne (+18.2%). Nine additional airports recorded an increase
of more than 10%. The lowest increases were for Paris-Orly (+2.6%) and Frankfurt/Main (+3.7%).

Top 30 EU airports, January 2023-December 2024
(thousand passengers carried)
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1 PARIS-CHARLES DE GAULLE airport FR 4718 4480 5112 5487 5918 6059 6563 6518 5963 5980 5104 5488 67390 4819 4789 5446 5747 6106 6268 6658 6863 6209 6216 5302 5833 70257 43 52 38 36 47
2 AMSTERDAM/SCHIPHOL airport NL 3896 3762 4585 5129 5600 5664 6009 6053 5777 5820 4742 4830 61083 4544 4627 526 5470 5976 5955 6301 6417 6031 6039 5071 5165 66624 80 174 62 51 57
3 ADOLFO SUAREZ MADRID-BARAJAS airport ES 4427 4171 4817 4868 5047 5131 5539 5554 5382 5370 4826 5005 60138 4783 4704 5336 5383 5672 5788 6123 6061 5842 5667 5281 5449 66095 99 105 19 94 79
4 FRANKFURT/MAIN airport DE 3649 3407 4270 4620 5126 5544 6005 5853 6767 5664 4587 4566 59260 4062 3851 4604 5032 5485 5624 6033 6068 5836 5679 4631 4513 61476 37 105 46 18 00
5 BARCELONAJ/EL PRAT airport ES 3072 3126 3754 4195 4469 4455 4932 4966 4583 4577 3820 3863 49812 3499 3643 4271 4594 4986 5046 5374 5409 5052 4952 4038 4064 54928 103 1“7 15 93 65
6 ROMAJFIUMICINO airport m 2249 2193 2739 3236 3538 3863 4154 4195 4003 3894 3144 3105 40312 2884 2943 3519 4096 4416 4624 4967 5055 4719 4478 3489 3490 48681 208 301 235 194 13.0
7 MUENCHEN airport DE 2225 2165 2571 2947 3271 3444 3675 3744 3838 3736 2954 2438 37009 2440 2514 2994 3451 3812 3864 4035 4187 4068 3967 3169 3034 41536 122 142 152 92 14
8 LISBOA airport PT 2242 2248 2630 2837 2929 2990 3265 3299 3143 3067 2497 2489 33636 2796 2925 3391 3522 3701 3659 4040 4137 3896 3756 2617 2586 41024 220 280 243 244 12
9 DUBLIN airport IE 2090 2038 2459 2813 3025 3217 3425 3420 3082 2978 2297 2404 33248 2168 2155 2702 2863 3263 3348 3508 3631 3224 2995 2360 2388 34603 41 66 46 44 08
10  ATHINAIELEFTHERIOS VENIZELOS airport EL 1446 1357 1669 2133 2530 2912 3286 3281 2994 2726 2071 1854 28257 1585 1593 1989 2466 2992 4829 4124 3618 3277 2997 2122 2095 33688 192 156 358 153 85
11 PALMA DE MALLORCA airport ES 859 905 1344 2730 3420 3807 4377 4370 3861 3285 1097 1038 31093 889 1035 1529 2805 3839 4157 4596 4589 4072 3489 1200 1083 33283 70 1 85 51 65
12 PARIS-ORLY airport FR 2200 2228 2305 2682 2954 2947 3203 3241 2960 2918 2235 2419 32290 2143 2235 2538 3009 2983 3046 3207 3353 2991 2901 2239 2471 33115 26 27 53 16 05
13 WIEN-SCHWECHAT airport AT 1676 1609 2056 2476 2714 2852 3160 3121 2936 2748 2113 2196 29655 1833 1880 2213 2618 2845 3021 3323 3333 3078 2952 2261 2380 31738 70 110 55 56 76
14 KOBENHAVN/KASTRUP airport DK 1592 1638 1975 2201 2390 2530 2829 2581 2525 2536 1951 1949 26699 1708 1846 2220 2427 2731 2849 3186 2951 2819 2747 2179 2171 29834 "7 109 124 129 103
15 MILANO/MALPENSA airport T 1579 1613 1895 2113 2188 2384 2678 2732 2572 2391 1806 1950 25901 1734 1624 2146 2342 2425 2672 2633 2903 2814 2715 2169 2279 28745 110 121 98 71 164
16 BERLIN-BRANDENBURG airport DE 1309 1417 1669 1910 2089 2095 2202 2218 2268 2358 1753 1766 23054 1476 1570 1919 2151 2366 2337 2360 2389 2475 2561 1900 1942 25445 104 129 125 8.0 9.0
17 MALAGAICOSTA DEL SOL airport ES 1115 1121 1471 2017 2148 2175 2425 2411 2260 2212 1470 1460 22285 1340 1417 1747 2160 2375 2430 2651 2648 2439 2426 1609 1571 24673 116 215 99 ) 90
18 BRUSSELS airport BE 1326 1361 1602 1849 2070 2017 2330 2261 2140 2015 1613 1593 22175 1401 1552 1739 1952 2100 2096 2449 2414 2248 2101 1751 1767 23571 63 94 36 56 77
19 STOCKHOLMIARLANDA airport SE 1422 1373 1681 1756 2017 2156 2237 2107 1995 1937 1610 1549 21838 1430 1462 1728 1848 2119 2212 2347 2221 2090 2033 1613 1625 22750 42 a7 12 50 34
20 WARSZAWAICHOPINA airport PL 1132 1115 1276 1393 1594 1812 1934 1925 1876 1650 1380 1373 18460 1374 1401 1517 1588 1843 2005 2163 2174 2092 1895 1599 1607 21266 151 219 132 121 158
21 DUESSELDORF airport DE 97 42 1228 1492 1G24 1894 2116 2057 2062 2036 1256 1190 19093 1092 1116 1425 1622 1897 1047 2085 2091 2051 2083 133 1271 20017 43 162 49 07 146
22 ALICANTE airport ES 794 790 1044 1433 1498 1503 1711 1699 1561 1583 1068 1041 15724 957 1001 1266 1588 1748 1770 1987 1960 1800 1795 1276 1216 18366 168 227 152 156 16.1
23 BUDAPESTILISZT FERENC INTERNATIONAL airport U 935 831 1052 1193 1241 1331 1462 1450 1358 1348 1144 1214 14609 1038 1071 1285 1388 1458 1852 1743 1760 1653 1614 1397 1490 17509 199 204 168 207 215
24 BERGAMO/ORIO AL SERIO airport m 1170 1052 1213 1365 1411 1440 1483 1581 1421 1413 1168 1256 15973 1237 1153 1351 1496 1574 1606 1731 1742 1580 1493 1180 1210 17383 86 89 109 127 12
25 HELSINKI-VANTAA airport Fl 1121 1107 1287 1222 1364 1414 1462 1365 1331 1349 1149 1241 15412 1122 1120 1299 1288 1413 1545 1593 1498 1447 1480 1275 1329 16407 6.5 07 6.2 91 9.2
26 PRAHA/RUZYNE airport cz 661 696 889 1053 1126 1396 1580 1573 1466 1273 994 1084 13789 840 946 1157 1229 1363 1604 1787 1770 1624 1461 1177 1336 16294 182 310 174 122 186
27 BUCURESTIHENRI COANDA airport RO 1034 960 1093 1190 1213 1300 1419 1463 1368 1326 1121 1134 14620 1060 995 1196 1266 1304 1473 1573 1614 1478 1449 1223 1220 1540 90 56 13 1] 87
28 PORTO airport PT 892 923 1093 1347 1391 1410 1515 1609 1491 1428 995 1089 15183 930 993 1210 1374 1470 1508 1590 1672 1516 1471 1074 1127 15935 50 78 49 35 46
29 GRAN CANARIA airport ES 1167 1142 1264 1150 991 984 1135 1126 1043 1215 1251 1343 13832 1280 1312 1470 1195 1091 1102 1205 1211 112 1297 1422 1441 16139 94 131 83 68 02
30 HAMBURG airport DE 730 714 955 1069 1282 1281 1427 1397 1376 1449 938 937 13565 822 834 1064 1226 1405 1383 1506 1484 1486 1581 1034 1004 14828 94 134 105 6.6 89

Tiote are ranked based on the otal annual passengers caried n 2024

Source: Eurostat (online data code: avia_paoa)
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Table 2: Top 30 EU airports, January 2023 - December 2024 (thousand passengers carried) Source: Eurostat
(avia_paoa)

Source data for tables and graphs

» Air passenger transport statistics

eurostat m Air passenger transport - data by month 5


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/images/c/c0/Air_passenger_transport_monthly_statistics_2025-06.xlsx

Data sources

Definition of '‘passengers carried’

All passengers on a particular flight are counted once only and not repeatedly on each individual stage of that flight.
This excludes direct transit passengers.

Exclusion of double counting

The national transport (included in total transport at country level) and intra-EU transport aggregates (included in
total transport at EU level) were calculated by taking into account only departure declarations so as to exclude
double counting.

Context

The content of this statistical article is based on data collected within the framework of the air transport statistics
Regulation (EC) No 437/2003 on statistical returns in respect of the carriage of passengers, freight and mail by air.

Explore further
Other articles

« Air passenger transport statistics

+ Transport statistics at regional level (see air transport)

Database

+ Transport , see detailed datasets:

Air transport (avia)

Air transport measurement - passengers (avia_pa)
Air transport measurement - freight and mail (avia_go)

Thematic section

+ Transport

Publications

« Commercial flights reach 6.7 million in 2024

* Number of air passengers up almost a quarter in 2023

» Commercial flights reach 6.3 million in 2023

» Key figures on European transport — 2024 edition

Selected datasets

+ Transport , see selected datasets:

Air transport (t_avia)

Air transport of passengers (ttr00012)
Air transport of goods (ttr00011)
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http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32003R0437:EN:NOT
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Air_passenger_transport_statistics
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Transport_statistics_at_regional_level
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/transport/database
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/transport/overview
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=ddn-20250120-1&amp;language=en
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=ddn-20241206-1&amp;language=en
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=ddn-20240129-2&amp;language=en
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=ks-01-24-021&amp;language=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/transport/database

Methodology

» Passenger and freight transport by air/Traffic data/Air transport at regional level (ESMS metadata file —
avia_pa_esms)

» Reference Manual on Air Transport Statistics - Version 17 (Methodological manual)

» Glossary for transport statistics - 5th edition - 2019

External links
E |- Air Traffic Statist E

» European Commission - Transport - Air

Legislation
The basic legal act was amended by:

» Commission Regulation (EC) No 1358/2003

+ Summaries of EU legislation: Statistics in respect of the carriage of passengers, freight and mail by air

+ Commission Regulation (EC) No 546/2005

» Commission Regulation (EC) No 158/2007
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http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/metadata/en/avia_pa_esms.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/29567/3217334/Aviation_ Manual_V17_07_2024.pdf/bd2843bd-8aaf-55f7-003d-2974ba992e68?t=1727786817686
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=KS-GQ-19-004&amp;language=en
http://www.eurocontrol.int/statfor
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/transport-modes/air_en
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32003R1358:EN:NOT
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/LSU/?uri=CELEX:32003R1358
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32005R0546:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32007R0158:EN:NOT
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