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COUNCIL DECISION
of 24 June 1975

establishing a common procedure for the exchange of information between the
surveillance and monitoring networks based on data relating to atmospheric pollution
- caused by certain compounds and suspended particulates

(75/441/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the Euro-
pean Economic Community, and in particular
Article 235 thereof;

Having regard to the proposal from the Commis-
sion;

Having regard to the Opinion of the European
Parliament (1);

Having regard to the Opinion of the Economic
and Social Committee;

Whereas the programme of action of the European
Communities on the environment (3) makes provi-
sion for the establishment of a procedure for the
exchange of information between the pollution
surveillance and monitoring networks;

Whereas this procedure is necessary to combat
pollution and nuisances, this being one of the Com-
munity objectives concerning the improvement
of the quality of life and the harmonious develop-
ment of economic activities throughout the Com-
munity; whereas the specific powers necessary to
this end are not provided by the Treaty;

Whereas the exchange of the results of pollution
level measurements provides one way of keeping
abreast of long-term trends and improvements
resulting from national legislation or from possible
Community legislation;

Whereas the transport of pollutants over long
distances necessitates surveillance at regional,
national, Community and global levels;

Whereas the results of such measurements consti-
tute essential information for carrying out epide-
miological surveys to provide a better understanding
of the harmful effects of pollutants on health;

(*) OJ No C 76, 7. 4. 1975, p. 40.
()) O] No C 112, 20. 12. 1973, p. 3.

Whereas since only certain sulphur compounds
and suspended particulates are systematically and
intensively monitored in the Member States;

Whereas the measurements to be carried out must
enable the daily average concentrations of the
pollutants recorded to be determined, this time
basis having been chosen as being the common
denominator for most of the currently existing
stations in the Community;

Whereas on the basis of current studies on the
comparability of the measurement methods, the
Commission shall, at the earliest opportunity,
submit proposals on the harmonization of these
methods so that the data obtained by the various
stations referred to in this Decision may be directly
compared; ’

Whereas the exchange of information provided
for in this Decision, limited to three years and to
two atmospheric pollutants will have to serve,
on one hand as a pilot study for the elaboration
of a complete system for the exchange of data
answering the specific needs of the European
Communities in the area of environmental pro-
tection, and on the other hand will form an input
element in the ‘global environmental monitoring
system’ which is part of the United Nations envi-
ronmental programme,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

Article 1

A common procedure is hereby established for the
exchange of information, by surveillance and moni-
toring networks, based on data relating to atmo-
spheric pollution. This procedure is to be consi-
dered as preliminary and applies to the results of
atmospheric measurements of certain sulphur com-
pounds and suspended particulates obtained by
fixed stations sampling continuously. ‘
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Article 2

For the purposes of this Decision:
(a) measurement of certain sulphur compounds
means: R '
— measurement of sulphur dioxide,
— or measurements of strong acidity in the
atmosphere expressed as sulphur dioxide;
(b) measurements of suspended particulates means:
— gravimetric measurements,
— or measurements of black smoke.

Each Member State shall, using the description

form defined in Annex II, inform the Commission
of the physico-chemical nature of the data measured.

Article 3

Each Member State shall, after consulting the

Commission and applying the parameters defined
in Annex I, select, within six months after the adop-
tion of this Decision, from existing or planned
sampling or monitoring stations those which are
to supply the data for the exchange of information.
It shall inform the Commission of its selection by
means of the description form set out in Annex II.

Article 4

1.  Each Member State shall designate the person
or persons, body or bodies responsible for the
collection and transmission to the Commission of
the data referred to in paragraph 2 and shall inform
the Commission thereof within six months from
the adoption of this Decision. ‘

2° The daily average concentrations of the
pollutants recorded at each of the selected stations
shall be transmitted monthly by the persons or
bodies referred to in paragraph 1 to the Commission
within six months following the measurements.

Amounts shall be expressed in microgrammes per
cubic metre of air at standard temperature and
pressure.

3. . The first data to be exchanged as information
will be those obtained during the seventh month
following the adoption of this Decision.

4, 'Each quarter the Commission shall prepare
full tabular reports of the data to be forwarded for
verification by the Member States concerned.

5. An annual report, to include different types of
data evaluation, shall be prepared by the Commis-
sion, in consultation with national experts, on the
basis of the data referred to in this Decision and
of further information deemed appropriate by
Member States and made available to the Commis-
sion. This report will be distributed to Member
States.

Article 5

On the basis of its proposals concerning the harmo-
nization of methods of measurement to be submitted
at the earliest opportunity and in the light of expe-
rience gained in the course of the exchange of infor-
mation referred to in this Decision, the Commission
shall, within a period of three years following receipt
of the first data, submit appropriate proposals on
the establishment of a new procedure for the
exchange of information to the Council.

Article 6

This Decision is addressed to the Member States.

Done at Luxembourg, 24 June 1975.

For the Council

The President
G. FITZGERALD
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ANNEX 1

SELECTION OF SAMPLING OR MONITORING STATIONS

1. The selection of sampling or monitoring stations shall be based mainly on geographic
and demographic parameters (urban and rural areas, size of cities, residential or predo-
minantly industrial zones) and on pollution levels (maximum, average and minimum).

2. Demographic parameters

Five categories shall be considered:

— cities or urban arcas with more than two million inhabitants,

-— cities or urban areas having between one and two million inhabitants,
| — cities or urban areas having between 0-5 and one million inhabitants,

— cities or urban areas having between 01 and 0-5 million inhabitants,

— cities or urban areas with less than 0-1 million inhabitants.

Each Member State shall specify a maximum of five cities or -urban areas in each of the
categories representative of the different types of urbanization and the various topographic
and climatic conditions.

In each of the first four categories, two types of zone shall be considered:

— residential zones, including business districts where the main stationary source of
pollution is heating, ,

— predominantly industrial zones.
The distinction between residential and predominantly industrial zones shall be based on

the topography and the type of activity, and not on the origin of the existing or measured
pollution.

In the case of the fifth category, only residential zones shall be considered.

3. Parameters relating to pollution levels

In each city or urban area in the first four categories for which there is a sufficient number
of representative sites, three sampling or monitoring stations shall be specified for each
of the two zones on the basis of the pollution levels (maximum, average and minimum)
measured by the existing networks. For the fifth category, only maximum and average
pollution sites shall be taken into consideration.

The stations designated must be representative of the conditions obtaining around the
sampling point and not be under the direct and immediate influence of a pollution source.
4. Geographic parameters

Each Member State shall specify, according to the size of its surface area, sampling stations,
outside the urban areas, distributed as evenly as possible throughout its territory.

Member States with a surface area of less than 100 000 km? shall specify up to five sites
and Member States with a larger surface area up to 15 sites.
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ANNEX NI

DESCRIPTION FORM

(to be filled in for each sampling or monitoring station)
1. Name of the Member State: . SR e et eee e oy eoean et e e

2. Name of the city or rural area: ... ... OSSO USSRV

3. Name of the urban area (where appropriate): e

4. Name of the station (plus code where appropriate): ... .. ... —

5. Organization responsible for measurements, including address, telephone number and

name of the person responsible: .. ... e

........................................................................................................................................................

6. Geographic parameters:
Station situated in a
O city or urban area
O non-urban area
Tick as appropriate.

7. Demographic parameters:

If the station is situated in a city or urban area, classify it as one of the following five
categories:

cities or urban areas with more than two million inhabitants

cities or urban areas having between one and two million inhabitants
cities or urban areas having between 05 and one million inhabitants
cities or urban areas having between 0:1 and 0-5 million inhabitants

cities or urban areas with less than 0-1 million inhabitants

Place a tick in the appropriate box.

gCcCooao

8. Location of the station (e.g. address): *

For stations situated in urban areas:

O predominantly industrial zone

01 predominantly commercial or residential zone
Place a tick in the appropriate box.

9. Notes on the location and characteristics of the station (state whether it is part of a
network and, if so, the sampling height above ground, the distance from the main road,
the distance from the main pollution sources etc.): ...

v

10. Estimated area of the zone for which the station is representative of the pollution level

(if possible): ..
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11. Atmospheric pollutants sampled or monitored at the station:
O sulphur dioxide
O high level of acidity
O suspended particulates

O black smoke

0

others (SPecify) s e

Tick as appropriate

12. Other parameters (meteorological, etc.) measured at the same station:

..................................................................

Pollutant: sulphur dioxide

13.1. Sampling methods used:

14.1. Analytical methods used: ..

15.1. Duration and frequency of sampling: . .

Normal time of start of sampling:

Normal time of end of sampling:

Duration of each sampling (}):

16.1. Method and frequency of calibration:

17.1. Date when monitoring of this pollutant began at this station:

Pollutant: high level of acidity

13.2. Sampling methods used:

(!} Indicate non-integrating continuous analyses by C.
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14.2. Analytical methods used: . .. . e e

15.2. Duration and frequency of sampling:

B L RE L LT SEPET EREEER T m—————— B et L EEEEE P L LR Lty 4--

Normal time of start of sampling: i et e et e eenenes

Normal time of end sampling: ... .. O

Duration of each sampling (*): .. SO — S

16.2. Method and frequency of calibration: . RS —

- 17.2. Date when monitoring of this pollutant began at this station: . ___

Pollutant: suspended particulates

13.3. Sampling methods used: ... . e e et e

14.3. Analytical methods used:

.....................................................................................................................................................

15.3. Duration and frequency of sampling: ... e .
Normal time of start of sampling: . R
Normal time of end of sampling: .

Duration of each sampling (*): .. e e e

16.3. Method and frequency of calibration: e

17.3. Date when monitoring of this pollutant began at this station: ... |

Pollutant: black smoke

13.4. Sampling methods used: ... . T

(') Indicate non-integrating continuous analyses by C.
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14.4. Analytical methods used: .. e

e e e e e e Emmmemeany e e e. e e =T Eomeree—a - eemeemEeeEA. Ce o mAmmeMto e e Moo -cseterem—asmm—reteeesanet—TEesmeseeasmavAem.acaan—_
......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

15.4. Duration and frequency of sampling: ... e
Normal time of start of sampling: ... ... ... . eeeememeseeee e em e mea et ne e enaene
Normal time of end of sampling: ... S

Duration of each sampling (V):

..........................................................................

16.4. Method and frequency of calibration: ... . ... ... S

.....................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................

17.4. Date when monitoring of this pollutant began at this station: ...

.........................................................................................................................

(*) ‘Indicate non-integrating continupus analyses by C.



