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Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
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MINUTES
Meeting of 12 December 2024, 9.30-12.30

BRUSSELS

The meeting opened on Thursday 12 December 2024 at 9.40, with Javier Zarzalejos (Chair) 
presiding.

1. Adoption of agenda LIBE_OJ(2024)1212_1

The agenda was adopted.

2. Chair's announcements

The Chair announced that interpretation was available in all EU languages, except 
Danish, which was available in passive mode only.

Additionally, interpretation was also available in Serbian.

3. Interparliamentary Committee Meeting on the Situation of the Rule of Law in the 
EU

LIBE/10/01605
 (see separate draft agenda)

The Chair made introductory remarks, welcomed the guest speakers in the first session 
on “The situation of the Rule of Law in 2024 - how to enhance Union Values in the 
Democracy Rule of Law and Fundamental Rights (DRF) mechanism”, and gave the floor 
to Michael McGrath, Commissioner for Democracy, Justice and the Rule of Law, Claire 
Bazy Malaurie, President of the Venice Commission, Laurent Pech, Academic expert, 
Michael Farrugia, Member of the Maltese House of Representatives and Boris Dittrich, 
Member of the Dutch Senate, for their presentations.
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The following Members took the floor: Michał Wawrykiewicz, Juan Fernando López 
Aguilar, Fabrice Leggeri, Sophie Wilmès, Daniel Freund, Evin Incir, Giuseppe Antoci, 
Fredis Beleris, Fabienne Keller.

The following Members of National Parliaments took the floor by filling a speaking card: 
Hajnalka Juhász (HU), Mark Anthony Sammut (MT), Elisabeth Kittl (AT), Cinzia 
Pellegrino (IT), Marek Krząkała (PL), Julius Sabatauskas (LT), Panagiotis Doudonis 
(EL), Dalija Orešković (HR), Milan Radin (Serbia), Liliana Tanguy (FR), Theresa 
Scavenius (DK), Roberto Cataldi (IT), Balázs Barkóczi (HU), Evangelos Syrigos (EL), 
Tijana Peric Diligenski (Serbia), Ulrik Nilsson (SE).

Commissioner McGrath, Claire Bazy Malaurie and Laurent Pech replied to the questions 
raised.

The Chair made closing remarks for the first session and opened the second session on 
“Checks and balances as pillars of the Rule of Law - how civil society organisations can 
contribute to this pillar of the Rule of Law” and gave the floor to the following guest 
speakers: Gabriel Toggenburg, Head of Human Rights Structures and Mechanisms 
Sector, European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights, Michael Hamilton, Legal 
Adviser, Amnesty International, Sylwia Gregorczyk-Abram, Co-Founder, Free Courts 
Civic Initiative, András Léderer, Head of Advocacy, Hungarian Helsinki Committee, 
Gabriela Morawska-Stanecka, Member of the Polish Senate and Andreas Arthur 
Spanring, Member of the Austrian Federal Council.

The following Members took the floor: Romana Tomc, Birgit Sippel, András László, 
Michał Wawrykiewicz.

The following Members of National Parliaments took the floor by filling a speaking card: 
Cinzia Pellegrino (IT), Stefania Ascari (IT), Elisabeth Kittl (AT), Milan Radin (Serbia).

The Chair gave the floor to Gabriel Toggenburg for final remarks.

The Chair thanked all the participants, made closing remarks and closed the 
Interparliamentary Committee Meeting on the Situation of the Rule of Law in the EU.

3. Any other business

None

4. Date of next meeting
 16 January 2025, 9.00 – 13.00 (Brussels)

The meeting ended at 12.34.
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