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1. Overview of the explosive ordnance contamination in 
Ethiopia

● Legacy minefields across three 
international boundaries.

● The recent conflict in the north  has 
increased the level of contamination

● 7 out of 11 regions estimated  affected by 
EO (Afar, Amhara, Benshangul Gum, 
Gambella, Oromia, Somalia).

● Ethiopia ratified the APMBC in 2004. Goal:  
clear contamination caused by landmines 
and ERW by the year 2025. The boundaries, names, and designations shown and used on this map do not imply 

official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. The maps do not reflect 
the August 2023 updated regional structure for Ethiopia.©Open Street Map 
Contributors



Overview of the explosive ordnance contamination in 
northern Ethiopia (continued)

● 67% of EO found where 
in agriculture areas; 
followed by roads 
(12%). 

● High contamination 
reported by 
humanitarian partners 
in Tigray

● Full level of contamination currently unknown



2. Current situation
POLITICAL & CONFLICT: 

recent  renewed and intensified insecurity and instability mainly in Amhara region.  

Peace agreement not fully implemented

Slow pace of DDR 

ECONOMY: 

high inflation

low investment prospect

no agreement with IMF 

CLIMATE & HEALTH: 

Following, prolonged period of drought in 2022-2023, above normal rainfall 
anticipated

Doughts 

 Malaria and measles outbreaks continue to grow. 



3. Mine Action Sector

• UNMAS, UNICEF & HI have 
implemented explosive 
ordnance risk education in 
partnership with national 
NGOs RaDO and EPSS

• Since late 2023 UNMAS 
deployed explosive ordnance 
assessment (EOA) field staff 
in Afar and Tigray to conduct 
technical assessment. 

• The Halo Trust operates on 
the Somali border; whereas 
MAG obtained initial approval 
to apply for accreditation. 

• The Ethiopian Mine Action Office (EMAO) 
has a new management but little 
resources (both in pterms of personnel 
and equipment)

• Six international NGOs have applied for 
accreditation to the Ethiopian Mine Action 
Office. Four organizations  (DCA, DRC, HI, 
and BBC Media Action) are close to 
finalize their accreditation process. 



4. UNMAS activities



5. Forward looking 

Institutional 
support to 

EMAO 

Accreditation 
of mine 

action actors 

Mine Action 
and DDR

Capacity 
building of 

local 
expertise



• Consistent, long term funding is needed across all pillars of the mine 
action response.

• Advocacy for inclusion of mine action in Humanitarian allocation, 
including into the Ethiopia Humanitarian Fund (EHF).

• Building the capacities of local actors, both government (Ethiopian Mine 
Action office) and operators, is essential for sustainability. 

• Support and advocacy at all levels is essential to facilitate 
understanding of humanitarian mine action among institutions and 
to create conditions for an enabling operating environment .

• Prioritise training and recruitment of Non-Technical Survey teams that 
can contribute to establishing a contamination baseline, as well as 
supporting information management and analysis .

6. Key messages for the donor community



Annexes 



Imp act  o f the exp losive con taminat ion  in  
nor ther n  Eth iop ia

Ba s e d  o n  lim it e d  ve r ifie d  vic t im s  r e p o r t s , 
in  2023 we  c o u ld  o b s e r ve  t h a t :
 

- Ma jo r it y o f vic t im s  a r e  m a le  (82 %)

- 65  % o f t h e  vic t im s  a r e  c h ild r e n

- Fa r m e r s  s t a n d s  fo r  a r o u n d  29 % o f 
t h e  c a s u a lt ie s

- Stu d e n t s  fo r  42 %

- A m a jo r it y o f t h e  a c c id e n t s  we r e  
in it ia t e d  b y t a m p e r in g , t o u c h in g  o r  
p la yin g  wit h  t h e  e xp lo s ive  o r d n a n c e  



The boundaries, names, and designations shown and used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. The 
maps do not reflect the August 2023 updated regional structure for Ethiopia.©Open Street Map Contributors

O ver view o f in tensity o f con flic t  accor d ing  to  op en  
sour ce t r acking  in  the last  th r ee year s (2020-2023)  



O ver view o f UNM AS exp losive or d nance awar eness 
t r a in ing  d eliver ed  b etween  2023 and  2024



O ver view o f UNM AS exp losive or d nance awar eness 
sessions to  commun it ies d eliver ed  b etween  2023 
and  2024 (as o f 15 Ap r il)



O ver view o f UNM AS exp losive or d nance 
assessment  in  Tig r ay and  Afar  r eg ions (August  
2023-Ap r il 2024)



O ver view o f sites and  vil lages r ep or t ing  p r esence o f 
EO  in  the 2023 d isp lacement  t r acking  mat r ix (DTM )

The boundaries, names, and designations shown and used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. The maps do not reflect 
the August 2023 updated regional structure for Ethiopia.©Open Street Map Contributors



Six Mine Action projects were 
funded by partners operating in 
the Northern part of Ethiopia 
mainly focusing on Explosive 
Ordnance Risk Education. 
Around 250,000 people 
benefited from Explosive 
Ordnance Risk Education in 
2022 and 2023 respectively. 





Request our support

Please don't hesitate to 
request assistance by 
filling out our support 
request form.

You can find it here or 
by scanning the code to 
the right.

Scan this code

https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/193b158b11944df4a91b22436769c87d?portalUrl=https://ims.unmas.org/portal


Thank you 

Francesca Chiaudani
Chief Mine Action Programme

UNMAS Ethiopia
francesca.chiaudani@un.org 

mailto:francesca.chiaudani@un.org
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