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Convention on the Safety of United Nations and Associated Personnel 

(New York, 9 December 1994) 
 

 

OBJECTIVES 

 

The objective of the Convention on the Safety of United Nations and Associated Personnel (the Convention) is to 

ensure the safety and security of United Nations and associated personnel by requiring Parties to take all necessary 

measures to protect United Nations and associated personnel to establish criminal offences punishable by appropriate 

penalties, and to cooperate in the prevention of such crimes and in providing assistance to one another in connection with 

criminal proceedings. 

 

KEY PROVISIONS 

 

The Convention obliges Parties to take all appropriate measures to ensure the safety and security of United Nations 

and associated personnel. The Convention provides for the prompt release and return of captured or detained United 

Nations and associated personnel. Parties are required to cooperate with the United Nations and other Parties in the 

implementation of the Convention, in particular in any case where the host State is unable to take the required measures. 

The Convention requires Parties to establish as criminal offences: (a) the murder, kidnapping or any other attack 

upon the person or liberty of any United Nations or associated personnel; (b) a violent attack upon the official premises, 

the private accommodation or the means of transportation of any United Nations or associated personnel likely to 

endanger his or her person or liberty; (c) a threat to commit any such attack with the objective of compelling a physical or 

juridical person to do or refrain from doing any act; (d) an attempt to commit any such attack; and (e) an act constituting 

participation as an accomplice in any such attack, or in an attempt to commit such attack, or in organizing or ordering 

others to commit such attack. Parties are required to make the above crimes punishable by appropriate penalties. 

Each Party is also required to establish jurisdiction over offences committed in its territory or onboard a ship or 

aircraft registered in that State, or when the alleged offender is a national of that State. A Party may establish jurisdiction 

over such crimes in other cases as well. 

The Convention requires Parties either to prosecute or extradite offenders. A State that chooses not to extradite an 

alleged offender, shall promptly submit the case for prosecution to its competent authorities. Offences set forth in the 

Convention are deemed to be extraditable offences in any existing extradition treaty between Parties. Parties additionally 

undertake to include such crimes as extraditable offences in future extradition treaties concluded between them. The 

Convention itself may also be used as the legal basis for extradition in certain cases. 

In addition, the Convention provides for the widest measure of mutual legal assistance between the Parties in 

connection with criminal proceedings brought in respect of crimes set out in the Convention. Under the Convention, an 

alleged offender is to be accorded fair treatment, a fair trial and full protection of his or her rights at all stages of the 

investigations or proceedings. 

Parties are obliged to cooperate in the prevention of the crimes set out in the Convention, particularly by taking all 

practical measures to prevent preparations in their respective territories for the commission of those crimes within or 

outside their territories, and by exchanging information and coordinating the taking of administrative and other measures 

to prevent the commission of those crimes. 

The Convention shall in no way affect the applicability of international humanitarian law and of universally 

recognized standards of human rights as contained in international instruments in connection with United Nations 

operations and United Nations and associated personnel. Similiarly, nothing in the Convention shall be construed so as to 

derogate from the right to act in self-defence. 
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ENTRY INTO FORCE 

 

The Convention entered into force on 15 January 1999 (article 27). 

 

HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 

 

The Convention is closed for signature. The Convention is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval by any 

State. The Convention is open to accession by any State (articles 25 and 26). 

 

OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 

 

Any Party which has established jurisdiction as mentioned in article 10, paragraph 2, shall notify the Secretary-

General. If such Party subsequently rescinds that jurisdiction, it shall notify the Secretary-General (article 10). 

Whenever a crime set out in article 9 is committed, any Party which has information concerning the victim and 

circumstances of the crime shall endeavour to transmit such information, under the conditions provided for in its national 

law, fully and promptly to the Secretary-General and the State or States concerned (article 12). 

Measures taken to ensure prosecution or extradition shall be notified, in conformity with national law and without 

delay, to the Secretary-General (article 13). 

The Party where an alleged offender is prosecuted shall communicate the final outcome of the proceedings to the 

Secretary-General (article 18). 

 

RESERVATIONS 

 

The Convention is silent with regard to reservations. States may declare, at the time of signature, ratification, 

acceptance, approval or accession, that they are not bound by article 22(1), according to which disputes among Parties 

relating to the interpretation or application of the Convention which are not settled by negotiation will be submitted to 

arbitration and, failing agreement on the organization of the arbitration six months after the date of request for arbitration, 

to the International Court of Justice. A reservation made in accordance with article 22 may be withdrawn at any time by 

notification to the depositary (article 22). 

 

DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 

 

Any Party may denounce the Convention by written notification to the depositary. Such denunciation shall take 

effect one year following the date on which the notification is received by the depositary (article 28). 
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